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INTRODUCTION. 



In the annals of the University of Oxford there is no college 
whose early history AiTords so much to repay attentive con* 
^deration and study as that of Merton. Before the date 
of its foundation the scholars who attended the lectures of 
the various learned masters established in Oxford, were either 
inmates of some monastery or were located in the various 
hostels or lodging-houses of the city. In the House of 
Merton we first recognise a permanentiy endowed founda- 
tion for the maintenance and education of scholars uncoo* 
nected with the monastic orders resident in the univernty.* 
By the formation of this and other similarly endowed iusti* 
tutions great assistance was rendered to students ; and the 
state of education and literatui^ was at the same time ma- 
terially improved in this country, as will be more evident if 
we take a rapid glance over the early periods of our am- 
verrity history. 

There are few authentic records of the University before 
the middle of the twelfth century, when Vacariua, a 
professor of ciril law at the university of Bologna, esta- 
blished a school in Oxford which soon became very popular. 
At a time when Rome was the source from whence alone 



^ About tliirtj yean belbre the foondatioo of Merton College, Allen 
giTe 200 marki to tbe nniTenity oonmitted to tbe prior Aod eooTent of 
Bicester, for the perpetual exhibition of two scholars Ibr persons who shonlA 
stndj in Oxford, or ta M-hatever part if Emglamd the umiverdtg §koM k§ 
loeaied. It wiU be obaerrcd that this exhibition is not Tested in the natrcr- 
sttj. b«t in th« monastfffy, 
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▼i INTRODUCTION. 

ecclesiastical wealth and dignities were to be looked for^ both 
clerks and lajmen saw that proficiency in her jurisprudence 
was a sure road to preferment. Tie advance of the study 
of the Roman law was however violently opposed by the great 
body of the clergy, and they persuaded Ring Stephen to pro- 
hibit its inculcation by public edict, *^ fearing that through 
the following of the civil laws, the study of divinity and the 
liberal arts would be neglected/' Tlese fears were by no 
means groundless ; but the true cause for their apprehension 
must be looked for in the far-spreading influence of Rome 
itself^ whose encroachments and interference the English 
clergy ever regarded }rith a jealous eye. Roger Baooo, 
writing early in the next century, remarks that ** if clerks 
ought in any wise to use the laws of the country, then is it 
less inconvenient that the clerks of England use the laws of 
Ensland, and the clerks of France the laws of France.'* ^ 
Tie royal edict did not, however, continue long in force ; 
and the study of the laws began soon to rival that of school 
divimty in public favour. Tie cause of this popularity, and 
at the same time the evil consequences to which it gave rise, 
may be gathered from the language of all contemporary 
authors, who inveigh bitterly against a science in whidi 
** men who had but conquered the rudiments of grammar, 
and knew how to pronounce and accent words,*' could rise 
to enunence, *^ while those who had spent many years in 
arts, and had thereupon gained great respect, were now 
with their doctrine neglected by upstarts.** And we cannot 
wonder that the young student should eagerly exchange the 
severe and tedious exercises of the schools of divinity and 
metaphysics for a science whose principles required compa- 
ratively so little attention that a very few years* study was 
sufficient to qualify him for lucrative practioe. 

At such a period it cannot be expected that the schools of 
Oxford, though gradually rising into eminence* should send 

* In Opere Mioore, ca^ it. 
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forth many learned men. Tie subjects of study — ^bdng 
almost confined to logic and dialectic, or the scholastic art of 
disputation — were little calculated to improve the intelleo- 
tual taste of the country, or to further the cause of literature ; 
and although the works of Aristotle very soon attained the 
high place they have ever since held in this University among 
the subjects for instruction, yet as their influence in exercising 
the powers of the human mind did not exactly accord with 
the policy of Rome, it is without surprise that we read the 
edict of Innocent III., published early in the thirteenth cen- 
tury, which forbade the perusal of any of his works except the 
' Organum.' Tie consequence of this decree was sndi at 
might be supposed. The scholars of the day, ardent in the 
pursuit of anything which by bearing the name might 
obtain the authority of the Master of Philosophy, and fiir- 
bidden the perusal of his writings, studied commentaries 
and extracts taken from Latin and Arabic authors, to whidi 
cause we must attribute their confused ideas of the firrt 
premisses of philosophy.* The tenets of Abelard and 
Peter the Lombard found at Oxford advocates as zealoiis 
as in Paris ; and the disputes of the Realists and Nmni- 
nalists were carried on with equal acrimony and pertinacity. 
The great body of the laity, disinclined to the study of 
letters, found little attraction in schools whose philosophy 
was only applied to theological disputes ; and without the 
walls of the University, except in the convents, general 



• •• The AmtoteliaD plulosopby was like a barren tree that eooeeals iti ' 
of fruit bj a profouoD of leaTct : bot the tcbolastic was much won 
could be more trifling than ditquintioDS about the nature of angela — teir 
modes of operation — their means of eonrersing— or the morning and rrrniiiig 
state of their understandings ? Into such follies the schoolmen appear to hsfv 
launched, parti j because there was less danger of running agidnst a hcraqr 
In a matter where the church had defined so little^partlj from their p«»> 
sumption, which disdained all in<|uirics into the human mind as merdj a 
part of physics— and in no small degree through a spirit of mjstical ftnnti* 
eism, deriTed ftx>m the Oriental philosophy and the later PlatonistB, whkk 
blended itself with the c«»ld-blooded technicalities of the AristoldiaB 
— HaUams HUiorg ^tke MUddU Agm. toI. iL p. 4SS. 
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ignorance prevailed. Latin was little understood,* and the 
imperfect state of the vernacular tongue almost precluded 
its application to literary pursuits. 

The monasteries were in fact still the chief seats of 
education and learning. There the philosopher studied, 
the historian wrote ; and the names of William of Malmes- 
bury, John of Salisbury, and Matthew of St Alban*s — men 
who were educated, and almost passed their lives within 
the cloister — are sufficient to remind us how much our 
literature in its infancy owed to that monastic system which 
we are wont to consider as most hostile to the growth of 
science. The schools of Oxford ha\'ing as yet no perma- 
nent existence, were without libraries, and almost without 
means of furthering instruction except by word of mouth ; 
while the monks, undbturbed by scholastic disputes, spent 
their time eitlier in writing, or in studying and transcribing 
the works of older writers, and thus created for their -re- 
spective houses those manuscript libraries which were long 
looked upon as their most valued possessions. 

The authority which superior knowledge obtained for the 
English monks in that ignorant age, emboldened them to 
open neglect of the Papal decrees. The supremacy of the 
Bishop of Rome was a &vourite question in the schools of 
Oxford ; and John of Salisbury feared not to declare, in the 
presence of Adrian IV.,t that ** the Pope himself was m 
burden to Christendom which was almost intolerable.** 
Willingly therefore did Innocent m. give his sanction to 
St Francis and St Dominic to establish the two new orders 
of Mendicant fiiars under the immediate surveillance of the 
see of Rome. 



• Antbony Wood, tbcbiftorimn of Oxford, teUt«» to czcmpliiytke 
of gfmmitlcal knowledge id the Oifbrd ttadenti, tkit ** Efo cwro^' 
" EfO cwnt," and *' can^it est ego.** were iadiscrnuBately wed fai tmAj 
tiBM« sBoog tbcm.^Htst. and Aotiq. K. i. pL SIS. (For mmt Doliee of 
Aatkooy Wood, icc Appcsdiz, No. IX.) 
t Beringtoo't Lilermry Hislorj, p. SiS. 
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Early in the thirteenth century large numbers of these 
ardent and indefatigable men arrived in England. They 
at once opened schools in Oxford which soon outstripped all 
others in the path of learning. Their studious habits and 
temperate lives secured to them popular favour ; riches un- 
sought were heaped upon them, and were employed in in- 
creasing the accommodation for students, or in the forma- 
tion of copious libraries. The cause of learning found at the 
same time a powerful supporter in Simon de Montford, the 
leader of the popular cause in the Feign of Henry III., and 
the patron of the few prelates who advocated a more intd- 
lectual system of education than was then usuaDy deemed 



Robert Grosseteste, afterwards Bishop of Lincoln, and 
Roger Bacon, were among the first who studied and read 
in the Franciscan schools. The main object of thdr teaching 
appears to have been to make theological profidenq^ the 
one great end of education, subservient to which all arts 
and sciences must be studied ; and in order to purify die 
sources of knowledge, they^bade their disciples to study in 
tlie original language the Scriptures and the works of die 
fathers, which had been seldom hitherto read, except from 
corrupt translations and erroneous commentaries. 

But while thus employing their energies in the business of 
instruction, the firiars never lost sight of the grand object of 
their mission, and struck at the root of the system of edu- 
cation pursued in the secular schools, by preadung that die 
dictum of the successors of St Peter was an infiillible 
authority to which all disputed questions were to be refierred. 
A schism between the religious and secular houses in die 
University was the natural consequence of the meeting of 
their two opposing interests. Before the arrival of die 
preaching friars, the few mcmks then settled in Oxford went 
through the exercises in Arts, and took the Master's degree 

• Chrott. Wilk dt Biihmyr, y. S, 
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in that fiBunilty before presuming to a degree in IXmity ; 
but as the religious houses increased in number and influ- 
ence, their members began to complain of the labour and 
expense incurred thereby, and finally refused obedience to 
the University regulations on the subject, proceeding eyen 
to teach and preach theology without baring been ad- 
mitted to a degree in Arts. 

Possessed of such powerful advocates in the persons of 
the fnars, Papal influence rapidly increased ; and no country 
suffered more from Romish oppression than England during 
the long and disgraceful reign of Henry III. All the best 
benefices in England were given to Italian priests ; and they 
are said to have drawn fi*om England, in the middle of this 
century, 60,000 or 70,000 marks a-year. Pluralism, too, 
was carried on to an alarming extent John Maunsel, a 
foreigner, is said to have held at one time 700 lirings, which 
produced him an annual income of 18,000 marks.* 

This corrupt management of ecclesiastical patronage in m 
great measure did away with the good which the cause of 
learning might have derived fi*om the improved system of 
education. Deprived of the rewards which were accus- 
tomed to attend proficiency in theological leammg, and 
obliged, after years of tedious expectation, to remain cod- 
tented with the habit of m preaching fiiar, the scholar of 
Oxford lost all inducement to study ; but notwithstanding 
all the obstacles with which the University in its progress 
bad to contend, the number of students at this time must 
have been very large. Anthony Wood tells us,t on what 
he terms authority of ** good credit,'* that there were at the 
close of the thirteenth century, in Oxford, 300 hostels or halls, 
10 religious houses, and 30,000 scholars who lodged and 
studied there ; but he states that among these ** a company 
of varlets who pretended to be scholars shuflBed themselves 

^ Chroa. 4t MaUroi» ^ SSt. 
t Hist sad Aati%^ V. L r^ S7S. 
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in, and did act much villainy in the University by thieving, 
whoring, quarrelling, &c. They lived under no discipline, 
neither had they tutors, but only for fashion's sake would 
sometimes thrust themselves into the schools at ordinary lec- 
tures ; and when they went to perform any mischief^ then 
would they be accounted scholars, that so they might free 
themselves from the jurisdiction of the burghers.** * 

Such was the state of the University when Walter da 
Mcrtonf obtained from Henry m. a charter of incorpora* 
tion for his House of Scholars. $ He had already, several 
years before, founded this establishment at Maldon in 
Surrey, and had obtained from Richard de Clare, Earl of 
Gloucester, a licence to assign his manors of Farley and 
Maldon in that county for its endowment § His first de«gn 
does not appear to have been an endowment in perpetui^, 
for we find by the Earl's licence that the assignment was to 
be made for the benefit of the house of Merton, or of any 
other house of religion ; but as his interest in the establisb*' 
ment increased, his views extended, and the charter of A.D. 
1264 provided for the scholars a house in perpetuity and 
maintenance of their own. This House was placed under 
the care of a warden, and bailiffs who had the management 
of the lands whence the income of the House was derived, and 
of miuisters of the altar who looked after the religious in- 
struction of the scholars, and were directed to pray for the 
souls of the founder and his family. With this establishment 
he incorporated twenty scholars resident in Oxford, ** in 
scholis studentes.'' In 1270 great additions were made to 
the endowment by the settlement to the same purposes of 
estates in Oxfordshire and elsewhere ;| and about four yean 

• Hist and Aotiq., b. L f. SOS. 

t Appendix, Nou I. 

X Appeodis;, No. IL 

i See the original docomenU in Kiloer^s aoeoont of PythagorMTt idMM^ 
fol. London, derived from the arehivci of die College. Onlj fiflj eopMi cC 
this Tsloable work were printedi 

I Appe&diZt Nou XL 
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afterwards, finding that the lands in Surrey might be ma- 
naged by baili£ incorporated, but at the same time dwelling 
apart from the House, he transferred the warden and minis- 
terial brethren to Oxford, where so great advantages were 
offered for learning, and where also he had lately obtained 
the grant of the church of St John, the seat of their future 
ministration ; and by his third and last charter, in a.d. 1274, 
he confirmed their establishment in that city, annexing to 
the College at the same time, for the support of its sick 
and infirm students, an excellent hospital which he had 
before founded at Basingstoke. 

In 1264, Merton gave the first code of Statutes to his 
house ;^ and this fact (for they are preserved in the archives 
of the college) certainly proves that the Oxford foundation 
actually began earlier than is generally supposed. Hubert 
thinks that he I* opened^ his house at Oxford in 1265 ; but 
this writer probably relied on Wood's statement that Merton 
in that year obtained some vacant ground in that city from 
the convent of Reading, for the purpose of founding a 
collq^. The new building was certainly not finished until 
1266 ; and in the following year we find Merton giving a 
new code of Statutes to the College, nearly agreeing with 
those of 1274« which will be found in the text It appears 
also from Tanner*s MS., 339, that another new code of 
Statutes was drawn up in 1270, thus making the niunber of 
fimr codes in the short space of ten years. These have been 
subsequently modified by the ordinances of Archbishops 
Peckham, Chichely, Parker, and Laud : they have also been 
altered by various visitations, as well as by the Act of 
UniKMriiittj. 

The last Statutes which Merton gave to his college are 
m very curious document in the history of our univerrities ; 
for they formed the model on which the Statutes of Peter- 



• Tli»eodcitdoabc]e«it]iatftUiidcdtoiBtbccliaiicron264.«*8Qb 
ditioM ct Bodo im b tcriptii.'* 
t Hiber'f En^isli UsimiitMi* y«L I. p. 190. 
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house, the oldest college in Cambridge, were framed.^ And 
they have, indeed, the especial merit of brevity and concise- 
ness, which pre-eminently distinguishes them from later 
code8.f 

After a perusal of these statutes, and a consideration of 
the academical history of that age, we cannot fail to admire 
the wisdom and foresight of their distinguished author. 
Ever a warm advocate of the liberty of the subject, and & 
staunch patron of education, Merton must have viewed with 
a jealous eye the advances of Rome, and the increasing in* 
fluence of her emissaries in the country. AMiile filling the 
high office of Chancellor of England,) he had learned by 
experience how vain was the attempt to struggle with the 
ministers of Rome when once wealth and position had given 
them an overwhelming authority in Church and State. He 

• 

• The Demn of Ely, in hit ObienratioDS on the Statntet of the Uni^c^> 
iity of Cambridge (p. 109), remarks, that " the statotet of Peterboow are 
rery briei^ simple, wad general, in thdr enactments, presenting a rtaj ra* 
marksble contrast to many of the later codes of statutes which a tt cmp led 
to regulate and control nearly e^ery transaction of life, and which em- 
bodied nearly every enactment which the experience of other and aovt 
ancient bodies had shown to be sometimes retiaired." 

t Copies of the code of 1274 are preserved in the Bodleian Lihraij, 
British Museum, Durham Cathedral, and Lambeth Fslaee. 

X Walter de Mertoo was twice Chancellor. He was compelled la r^ 
ugn his office at the latter end of the reign, of Henry III^ but was ra- 
appointed immediately on the death of that monarch. Edward, who wit 
absent in Sicily at the time, wrote the following letter confirming Us 
appointment, and requesting him to continue to discharge the datica of te 
Chanoellordiip :— 

" Edward by the Grace of God King of England, Lord of Ireland, aad 
Duke of Aquitaiue, to his beloved Clerk and Chancellor, Waltff da 
Merton — greeting. 

** We give you special thanks for the diligence you have applied to ov 
affiiirs and those of our kingdom, beseeching that what yon have ao laadabfy 
begun you miU happily take care to continue, causing Justice to be done to 
e^ery one in matters which belong to your office, inducing othen also to do 
the same, not sparing the ooodition or rank of any person ; so that the vigow 
of justice may control thote whom the tense of equity cannot restrain fttMi 
injuries. Those things which you shall have rightiy done in this asattar, 
we, God willing, wiU cause to be fhlly confirmed. 

** Given at Mellune-on^ine, 9th of August, in the first year of oar icigo.* 
— Campbeirs Zttvt tftke Lord ChaiKtllcn, vol. i., p. 161. 
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therefore directed his attention to the principal seat of edu- 
cation, and endeavoured to raise in the secular schools a 
power which might, by crushing the strength of the mo- 
nasteries, check the growth of Papal influence in the bud.^ 
By the second chapter of his Statutes f he obliges mil 
the scholars to apply themselves to the study of the liberal 
arts and philosophy, and not to presume to read the 
canons of theology until such time as the Warden and 
Fellows shall deem that they have obtained a proficiency 
in those branches of education. At the same discretion be 
permits four or five scholars to study law, but only for 
such time as the authorities of the house shall think fit. 
He further directs that one of the collegiate body shall 
be appomted to teach grammar, which fact Wood dtes to 
prove how great a decay the Latin language had suffered. { 
His recommendation appears, however, to have been very 
early neglected.§ Medical studies were introduced into 
the college within a few years after the death of Walter of 
Merton, and notwithstanding the remonstrances of the 
visitor against this innovation,! there does not appear to 
have been any objection subsequently taken in 1632, when 
the ordinances of Archbishop Laud fully recognised the 
existence of Doctors in Medicine as members of the Merton 
foundation.^ The object of his institution b afterwards 
more explicitly declared when he expressly provides*^ 
that ** nemo religiosus,*' no monk, firiar, Ac, shall be 
nudntained in it 

But independently of the direct support of students rea- 
dent in the university, Merton College was founded fi^r the 
maintenance of masses for the soul of the founder and his 
fiiends, including among the latter King Henry HI., who 
died in 1272, his brother Richard, King of the Romans, 

• Appendix* Nou III. f Infra, pp. lft» U. 

I BmL and Aatiq., b. L p. 90S. | lofta, p. 5e» cap. a. 

I Infra, p. 5A, cap. 1. ^ Infra, p^ SS, cap. t. 

•• Infra, p. SI. cap. It. 
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who also died in that year, and had been a great patron of 
Walter de Mcrton, the progenitors and heirs of his royal 
friends, and the founder's own parents and bene&ctors ; and 
to the honour and glory of the Most High, formed the piona 
conclusion of the original intentions of this foundatiOD. 
And although after the reformation, the offering of prayers 
and the performance of masses for the dead were put an 
end to in the reign of King Edward VI. by the omissioD of 
the forms of service usually read on those occamons in the 
second edition of the book of common prayer : yet sereral 
of the customs early instituted in their behalf jBtill obtain in 
the university. On certain days in each year the names of 
founders and early benefactors are still sereraUy remem* 
bered in the prayers of the ancient collegiate bodies, and 
one day is annually set apart by the nniversi^ for the 
public commemoration of their piety and liberality. 

During the lifetime of Walter de Merton, Ela Longspee, 
Countess of Warwick, gave several estates, from the pro- 
ceeds of which a certain amount of money was to be paid to 
the fellows of this college, that they might perform senricetor 
masses for her soul, and this circumstance is alhided to, ae* 
cording to Anthony Wood, in m composition, made in 1S95, 
between the countess and the fellows of Mertoo.^ In 1299 
she died, and was buried in the abbey churdi of Osney, m 
the habit of a •* Vowesa.'* 

It was doubtless the intention of the early founders of 
colleges, to afford support for a long series of years to hard- 
working studeuts. Protracted periods of readenoe were 
accordingly ordained by the ancient academical lawsf in all 
cases of professional study, and an almost interminable seriea 
of lectures and disputations occupied the time and attention 
of the scholars for about 6fteen years, before they could itaA 
the Doctor's degree either in divimty, dvil or canon law, 

* Hiflt. and Antiq^ voL ia. ^ 4. 
t See the oAtht of tlie Backelon of Am Infra, pf. M^ SI. 
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or medicine. So iroportant did the continuance of 
dence appear to the first founders of colleges^ that in die 
Statutes of Walter de Merton, a rateable deduction was 
ordered to be made from the portions of all the members of 
the foundation, who stayed away from the schools, and the 
sums thus deducted were to be applied to the use of the 
college, whenever such an appropriation was determined 
upon by the warden and bursars.* Indeed, even in case of 
long and serious illness, when provision was made for the 
support of an invalid scholar in the Royal Hospital at Ba- 
singstoke, his place in the college was to be supplied bj 
some person who should be- ^ available and qualified fcr 
study.*' The annual salaries of the scholars were fiurther to 
be paid only ^ while they employed themselves diligently 
in the studies appointed for them,** and if any of the 
members retired fit>m the college with the intention of 
** giving up learning/* the provision assigned to them was 
to cease. 

Merton did not live many years afier the estaWsfament 
of his scholars in Oxford ; but within a century after his 
death five other colleges arose, richly endowed and regu- 
larly incorporated, to testily how readily so bright an 
example found followers in an age when prelates and feudal 
proprietors, however oppressive in exactii^ their revenoes» 
were proportionally mumficent in dbtributiiig tfaens. 

Roger Bacon and Duns Scotus taught philosophy and 
rhetoric in the schools of Merton ; and within her walk was 
festered John Wycliffe, the most formidable adversary of 
Rome before the time of Luther. Rou^ from his studies 
by the insolence of the Oxford monks, and disgusted at the 
depravity and ignorance which they concealed under the 
garb of sanctity, he left the retirement of his 
fight a life-long battle with the abuses of Rome, 
raged rather than deterred by violence of persecution and 

• Infra, ^ IS, cap. a. t lafrs* ^ >!• «^ li- 
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bitterness of reproach, his zeal, and the good cause for 
which he struggled, procured him multitudes of disciples : 
so that in Oxford, ** even when papal letters which con- 
tained injunctions on the subject were presented to the 
University, we are told that the leading members long 
hesitated whether they should receive them with honour or 
reject them with dbgrace.*' * 

About the year 1314, the secular scholars of Oxford, 
headed by the Chancellor and the Warden of Merton, after 
many complaints to the King, obtained a signal victory over 
the monks by a charter which compelled the latter to pass 
through the University degrees in Arts before venturing to 
preach or read in theology. 

The periods of time, and courses of study required of the 
student before obtaining such a degree as would enable him 
to read or practise in the various faculties were ordained by 
the University Statutes of that period as follow. In Arts. 
— No student could determine until he had attended & 
school of arts for four years. After three years* ftirtber 
study, he had liberty to incept, from which period he be- 
came a Regent, or Master in Arts. No student who had 
not preriously determined could incept, without eight years* 
attendance on lectures in Arts. In Divinity.- — Regents in 
Arts were obliged to attend lectures in Divinity for five 
years before they could oppose, and seven years before they 
could respond in that faculty. Students who had never in- 
cepted in Arts were bound to attend for seven and mne 
years before obtaining similar licence. In Law. — Regents 
in Arts must have attended lectures in *Civil Law for four 
years before incepting in that faculty, and those who had 
not graduated in Arts for ux years. Rq^nts in Civil Law 
before incepting in Decrees were fiulher obliged to attend 
lectures in Decrees for two years ; and Regents in Arts who 
had not incepted in Civil Law were bound to swear thai 



• BeriiigU»*s Lh. Hiitory, f. ttt. 
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they had attended lectures in Gvil Law for three years, and 
in Decrees for two years, before they could become regents 
in the latter faculty. In Medicine. — Regents in Arts were 
bound to answer questions put by the Regent Masters in the 
Schools of Medicine for two years before they could incept 
in that faculty, and further to attend medical lectures for 
four years before they could practise. Non-Regents in 
Arts were obliged to attend lectures in Arts for eight years 
before they were admitted to practise, llius the time re- 
quired for obtaining a full doctor's degree in either of the 
three faculties of Di?inity, Law and Medicine, rendered 
necessary a residence of little short of fifteen years. 

Favoured by the King, courted by the Pope, and crowded 
with scholars, not only from our own island, but from all 
civilized nations of Europe, we should not be astonished to 
find the Uniyersity in fact dcserring the appellation of ** a 
fruitful vine and a fountain of good letters ;'* but unhapply 
it is with more truth that a contemporary author styles it 
** bonarum artium corruptrix pro Papae regno.*' ^Vhile 
scholasticism led to fame, and the study of the laws and 
canons to wealth and dignity, the beauties of classic litera- 
ture could not be appreciated. The Greek language was 
sUU almost a dead letter even to the commentators on 
Aristotle. Copies of the classics were few in number, and 
what there were lay untouched in the convents, where the 
monks set little value on the treasures which they were 
unable to appreciate. Public library in Oxford there was 
none, with the exception of a few tracts kept in chests under 
St Mary's Church,* until the end of the fourteenth century, 
when the foundation of a library was laid in Merton, pur- 
chased with a benefiEiction of Dr. Rede.t This subsequently 
increased so much that we read of cart-loads of manuscripts 
being destroyed at the time of the Reformation, and yet of 
many valuable works having been fortunately preserved, so 

• HalUmt Middk Afc*. B. 511. 
t Iiist«b'i Mrmoriftlt of Oxford, Mertoa OdU., f. la 
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as to form tlie foundation of the library of Sir Thomas Bod- 
ley.* Early in the fifteenth century, encouraged by the ex- 
ample displayed in Italy, where Petrarca, Poggio, and thdr 
disciples, were spending tlieir time in the search for and tran- 
scription of the Grecian and Latin authors, the students of 
Oxford had begun to direct their attention to the same pur- 
suits, when tlie invention of the art of printing broke like a 
light upon Europe, and removed those obstacles to intellec* 
tual improvement which the labour of transcribers could 
never have surmounted. 

Though Merton College long continued to hold the first 
rank in the University, the number of scholars on the 
foundation rather diminished than increased after the death 
of the Founder.! That spirit of selfishness which has nnce 
characterised the great body of College authorities, and 
checked the beneficial influence which the University ought 
ever to exercise over all the educational institutions of the 
country, began very early to show itself in the oommoo- 
room of Merton. As the value of the College lands in- 
creased, and the rents and profits accumulated in the 
College chest, the Fellows, who were at the same time the 
disposers of the fund and the parties interested in limiting 
its distribution, were unwilling, by carrying out the bene- 
volent and comprehensive directions of the Founder, to 
sacrifice their private advantage to the public good. Tliej 
made no addition to their number, and even omitted to fill 
up the vacancies in their society which from time to time 
occurred. This neglect frequently subjected them to the 
censure of the Visitor;) and Archbishop Chichely, after 
sharply admonishing them on other matters, such as passing 
over the Founder's kindred in their elections,§ cutting down 
woods, &C., threatened to take the appointment of Fellows 
entirely into his own hands, unless the injunctions of die 

• HUt. and Antiq^ K. 1, tab asao 155a 
t Appendis, No. IV. t Infra, pp. CO, 6S» 67. 

^ Appeodui, Nou V. 
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Foonder were immediately complied with.* So imperadve 
an intervention would hardly be admitted at the present 
day ; but in those times the Visitor, from being frequently 
called on to arbitrate in disputes between the Warden and 
Fellows, acquired great executive power in the internal 
economy of the CoUege.t 

Another serious complaint recorded against the Fellows 
of Merton, was, that instead of throwing open their vacancies 
to the University for free competition, they filled them up 
by a private election from their own friends and relations, 
in which arrangement all agreed ; for each man feared to 
refuse his vote to the proposed candidate, looking forward 
to the time when his own turn sliould arrive to make a 
similar canvass ; and as soon as the inferior foundation of 
Dr. Wylliott was incorporated with their own, it was used 
as a convenient stepping-stone by which a &voured can- 
didate might rise at less risk of public odium to a place on 
the original Merton foundation.^ 

But notwithstanding these abuses within its walls» the 
College of Merton long maintained in Oxford that influ- 
ence of which the excellence of its discipline and institutions 
gave early promise. The fame and learning of its members 
— the names of Roger Bacon, Scotus, and Ockham, of 
Bishops Jewell and -Hooper, Sir Thomas Bodley and Sr 
Henry Saville — procured for it universal rcSspect ; while the 
firmness with which it ever upheld academical discipline,! 
and opposed all Papal encroachments || and religious abuses,^ 
extended its authority in the University and the ChurdL 

In the year 1535, King Henry VHL having obtained 
from the bishops and clergy an acknowledgement of the title 
he had assumed of ** Supreme Head of the Churdi in Eng- 
land,*' sent down certain Visitors, headed by Dr. Laytoo, 
to Oxford, invested with full power to conform the Univer* 

• lafrm, p. 67. f Appendix, No. VII. % Apptadiz. Nou VL 
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sity system then ia force to the new ecclesiastical rule. 
The greater part of the University appear to have been 
very zealous against the Pope, and to have readily obli* 
terated and destroyed all memorials of his authority, either 
from pictures, stained windows, service books, or pardi- 
ments. The Visitors proceeded to take an account of the 
value of all lands belonging to the monasteries and coUeget, 
and established classical lectures in Merton, Magdalen, All 
Souls, Queen's, and New Colleges; at the same time 
assigning out of the College funds a sufficient stipedd ibr 
the lecturer. Finding, however, that the other coUeges 
had not revenues wherewith such lectures might be sup- 
ported, they enjoined the members of the minor colleges 
to frequent daily the lectures at the more important col- 
leges above named ; they also established a civil law lecture 
in every college and hall. Dr. Lay ton, in a letter* to 
Cromwell, the King's chief secretary, thus describes one 
of tlic educational changes effected in this visitation : — 

** We have set Dunce (Duns Scotus) in Bocardo (m prisoo 
so called), and have utterly banished him Oxford for ever, 
with all his blind glosses. The second time we came to 
New College, after we had declared your injunctiom, wa 
found all the great quadrant court full of the leaves of 
Dunce, the wind blowing them into every comer ; and there 
we found one Mr. Greenfield, a gentleman of Buckin^iam- 
shire, gathering up part of the book leaves, as he siud there- 
with to make him *sewelles,* or * blancherres,' to keep the 
deer within tlie wood, thereby to have the better cry with 
his hoandi.'* 

In the fate of this author, the most eminent scholastic 
philosopher of his age, and in the substitution of clasucm! 
lectures for the metaphysical disputations which had hitherto 
engrossed the attention of studenu of Oxford, we trace 

• Sm L«f ten reUtibg to tlie mpprtMioa of If ooMterin, pnMklMd hj te 
Caadca SoeatCjr. f. 71. 
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with pleasure the decay of that system of philosophy which 
-arrived at no conclusion, produced no conviction, and which 
after centuries of endless discussion left science as it found 
it, without' establishing one single fact even as the founda- 
tion for future inqmry. 

Tlie history of the reign of Edward VI. presents us with 
a series of controversies between theologians of the Romish 
and Reformed faith ; among the former, Drs. Smith and 
Trcsham of Merton College were distinguished. Tie suc- 
cession of Mary to the English throne was most prejudicial 
to tlie cause of education ; ** the authorities having a greater 
care for enriching the Cliurch and the University, as also 
for the establishment of the Catholic religion, than for the 
retrieving of learning ;'* consequently, we find that in m 
period of six years, only six students graduated in divini^, 
eleven in civil law, and six in medicine. 

On tlie accession of Elizabeth in 1559, oue of her first 
acts was to send down a risitation to Oxford to make ** a 
mild and gentle, not a rigorous, reformation.'* Tie gentle- 
ness of this visitation we can hardly appreciate, when we 
find tliat thirteen heads of colleges were in consequence 
ejected from their situations ; and the most obnoxious of 
them, among whom was Dr. Reynolds, Warden of Mertoo, 
suffered to die in prison. Their crime appears to have 
been a refusal to take the Oath of Supremacy imposed by 
King Henry VIII. But however harsh these measuret 
may appear, the beneficial effect of an ecclesiastical rule 
more consonant to the prevailing sentiments of the people 
was soon shown in the increased number of graduates. 
Queen Elizabeth paid several visits to Oxford in the course 
of her reign, and twice honoured with a visit the College of 
Merton, then tlie ** eminent nursery of great wits,** where 
she was entertained with certain divinity 



* At one of tbete dii^paUtioiit the qucttioii wm wbHbrr that air or 
aud driuk do niott change a bmb ? ** And a m u rty doelor of the Paralty of 
Medicine uanwd RadcliH; lair felknr of die college, goiag aboot to profve tht 
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(lied much regretted, for she had ever greatly &Toured the 
cause of leamiug, ** and given a strict charge to the Chan* 
cellors of both her Universities, to bring her a just, tme, 
and impartial list of all the eminent and hopeful ttudenta 
that were graduates in each University ; to set down pone* 
tually their names, their colleges, their standings, and the 
faculties in which they were eminent.'* * In this point the 
Queen was exactly obeyed ; and the use she made of thk 
information was, tlmt, if she had an ambassador to send 
abroad, tlien she herself would from these lists nominate 
such men to be his chaplain and secretary as she fovnid 
most capable, and worthy of advancementt 

In IGldSir Henry Saville, Warden of Merton, ''find- 
ing the mathematick studies to be neglected by the 
generality of men,*' founded two public professorshipa to 
the University, viz. one of Geometry, the other of At- 
tronomy ; he Ukewise established at his own college ao 
arithmetic lecture to be held three times in the week.) 

Tlie high reputation which Merton College had acquired 
for the wit and learning of its members did not pic f cat 
its shining in another character, one too which it tlill 
maintains, as eminent for hospitality and good living. We 
have already mentioned two entertainments given to Qoeea 
Elizabeth : in 1G29 Charles I., with his Queen and retinue, 
** partook of a sumptuous banquet, and were in other 
respects royally entertained at the College charges.** 



BefrBtWe, ftliowcd forth a \Ag Urgv body, a grtat tkx Mlj, a tide 
at he sakl, fo changed hy meat and drink, deftiriag to lec any there to 
morphoMrd by the air; bat it was eooclnded by Uie Moderator is thei 
tive, that air had greater power to change.** (HisL and Anti^. tab asiM 19M») 

* lliM.and Antiq., b. I, ^ubanao IfiOl. 

f ** This di>po»itiao of the Qoeen eoold doI long be cooceakid froa Ik* 
young ttodeots, and then it i* ex«y to be imagined (or rather It ia But la ht 
imagined ) how thi» coi»ideratioa that their torerrign't eye waa apOB Ami 
woold twitch and »par on their indastnet,* (V^'orka of Joaeph Mede, M. 
p. 44.) 

I The ttndy of mathematics ia ttill cneooraged in Merloa College, 
in the election to aome of the pufttmaiterahipft, p re fcim ce ia givcB la 
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Tlie change in the religion of the country having ren- 
dered futile many of the ancient statutes, and others having 
become obsolete through long neglect and an altered system 
of education, the Chancellor of the University, Lord Pem- 
broke, sent letters to the Convocation, bearing date June 83^ 
1629, authorising a revision of the statutes : for which pur- 
pose a committee of delegates, consisting of nine doctott 
and seven masters, was appointed. The result of their 
labours was the Laudian or Caroline Code of Statutes, 
which were revised by Archbishc^ Laud, who* succeeded 
Lord Pembroke in the chancellorship, and they were con- 
firmed by the King in 1636.* 

Oxford suffered, perhaps, more than any other city in 
the kingdom during the dvil war between Charles and his 
Parliament In 164-2 aD the monies in the University 
chests were lent to the King, and a great deal of plate be- 
longing to the colleges was melted down for Us use. It 
was long the head-quarters of the royal army, and the 
scholars, firom constantly associating with the soldiers, lost 
all taste for academical study, while the colleges and halls, 
frequently used as lodgings for the soldiery, fell for the 
most part into a ruinous state. On the 24th of June, 1645, 
the dty, after a siege of about a month, was surrendered to 
Sir Thomas Fairfiu, who granted them most fiivourable 
terms ; but some time elapsed before tlie University reco- 
vered the efiects of its long subjectioii to military licenee 
and misrule. 

During the time of these dvil commotions. Dr. Harvey, 
the fieimous discoverer of the drculatioo of the blood, held 
the otbce of Warden of Mertoo. 

In 1647 Merton CoDege became the head-quarters at 
Oxford of the parliamentary visitatioo, and on the 12th of 
May, in the following year, the members of this college 



• It b rcnarkAble tbat dw Paritau. Onm ntWr mMmtnm \m OsftHL 
wi« Dol allowed an J thare in the prrpantioB of thia oodc 8cc rrifcet is 
tiK Oxibrd Unmnhj StatMes» traMlaled by G. B. M. Wsfi, ^ S7. 
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appeared before the visitors, when sixteen out of thirty- 
three members submitted without hesitation to the autboritj 
of parliament 

On the 18th of September, 1649, we read that seTeral 
of the fellows of Merton College were not only put out of 
commons for a week, but sharply reproved by the visitort. 
The reason for this censure is thus described by Wood, 
that, *^ when there was a gaudy in the common-hall of that 
house on the Gth November last (for the 5th November 
fell on a Sunday, and was therefore put off), these fellowii 
according to the manner of the time, with a ' tertiavit,* 
drank the king's health, standing uncovered, which was 
told to the visitors to the worst advantage by a bible derk 
and a bachelor fellow of Merton. And well it was,** adds 
the hi;$torian, ** that they could escape with that punishment 
for the present, for not long after, by other unworthy in- 
formation from those persons, three of the fellows who had 
thus been reproved were expelled from the college by the 
visitors, for malignancy, scandalous behaviour, and drunk- 
enness, which they were pleased to allege against them.*** 

One of these unfortunate victims of the measures of re- 
taliation which were tlien carried on at Oxford was Mr. 
French, the registrar of the University, who is described bj 
Anthony Wood as having been on his death-bed at the time 
when the order for his expulsion from the college was passed, 
which necessarily put an end to any further proceedings in 
his case. A brother of the historian, Mr. Edward £ Wood, 
fellow of Merton College, was, at this period, deprived of 
his commons and all other profits of his place for one week, 
and was also suspended until further order from being tntor 
of tlie college. His offences had partly consisted in the 
entertainment of strangers at his rooms with more wine than 
was thought convenient, and in drinking the king's health 
at Medley, two years before, with some of his contemporaries 

* Woods Hklory of Oslb<v«LiiL^SS7. 
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of Trinity College. Information had been given to tbe 
visitors of these circumstances bjr the bachelor fellow already 
alluded to, ** who bad laid as it were upon the catch to 
bring that college into distraction and trouble." His name 
was Thomas Franke, and Anthony Wood says of him, that 
^* after all his obsequious flatteries, false tales, cringing to 
the Presbyterians and Independents, and his being actually 
in arms in tbe University troop against King Charles II. at 
Worcester fight, he had the impudence at the King*s 
restoration to turn about, and by his money to obtidn the 
rectory called Cranfield in Derbyshire. But His no wonder, 
seeing hundreds of his profession did the like, and obtained 
too for their money (which the royal party wanted), pre- 
bcndships, deaneries, and bishoprics.'** 

Under Oliver Cromwell great attention was paid at 
Oxford to exercises of preaching, but it is stated that no 
sermon was established in Mcrton College, because they 
had a divinity lecture every Saturday during term, which 
had been settled in the reign of Queen Elizabeth.*' f The 
institution of preaching, however, and other new niles im- 
posed during the time of the Commonwealth, were, upon the 
restoration of the Monarchy, in great measure annulled by 
order of Parliament^ 

At the difierent visitations of the University of Oxford, 
Merton College shared with its sister institutions in the 
mingled good and evil which accompanied those movementn. 
Educational changes of considerable importance were in- 
troduced in the reign of Henry VIII., when the visitors, as 
has been already before mentioned, made special provision 
for classical lectures ; and the silent progress of modem 
improvement has still farther modified ancient university 

* Wood's History of Oxford, toL iiL p. 637. 

t Wood's History, toI; iiL p. 656. 

X Monday, June 4, ICCO. — ** Ordered by tbe Lords in Pirliament assem* 
bled, tbat the Cbaacellors of both UniTersities shaU take care that the 
several colleges in the said universities shall be governed according to their 
respective statutes.*^— Wood's History, voL iii. pu 699. 
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customs, by allowing a cessation of residence immediately 
after the B.A. degree. AMiole pages of antiquated statutes 
arc thus rendered obsolete, and it is no longer possible to 
fulfil the regulations of tlie founders, which were adapted 
only to the protracted periods of academical residence 
which were usual six hundred years ago, and to the state of 
learning and religion of the thirteenth century. Out of the 
twenty -four fellows at the present time on the foundation, 
of Merton College, only eight have taken orders, and 
the number of resident graduates is generally extremely 
limited.* A new race of commoners not dependent on the 
foundation has sprung up, unknown to the ancient statutes, 
but now forming the educational life of the modem college, 
and a fresh system of regulations has become necessary 
for its altered circumstances. 

Infier Temple^ Feh. 1847. 

* Appendix, No. X. 



*^* The followiDg oollecdon of tDcient academictl laws hat been pub- 
lished mt the reqnett of James lleyirood, Esq^ F.R.&, of the Inner Tempit ; 
to whom also the Editor b indebted for the greater part of the materiala Sir 
the work. The foondatioo Statutes of Walter de Mertoo were published 
in the original Latin, under the superintendence of J. A. Halliwell» Es^ 
F.R.S., in 1843, from a copy of the Statutes in the British Museum, HarlciMi 
MSS^ No. 7033 ; they were afterwards translated into English bj G. R. M. 
Ward, Esq^ M.A., of Trinity College, Oxford, and on the lamented 
of that gentleman, in May, 1846, the completion of this work was, in 
pliance with the wishes of Mr. Heywood, undertaken by the present Edilor. 
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Licence of Richard de Clare, Earl of Gloucesier^ to 
Walter de Merton, to give and auign his manort cf 
Farley and Afaldon in Surrey for the house of Merton^ 
May 7, 1268. 

[From Kiloer't accoiut of Pythagoras't School* p. 51, printed from <he 
origiDAl in the Archives of Mertoo CoUcfc] 

Richard de Clare, Earl of Gloucester and Hertford, to 
all the sons of Holy Mother Church, to whom the present 
writing shall come, salvation in the Lord. Know ye, that 
we have for our soul's health, and for that of the soula of 
our ancestors and heirs, in honour of God Almighty, and 
for the augmentation of divine worship, granted for oar- 
selves and for our heirs, to our beloved and very good Lord, 
Walter de Merton, that he may give, asngn or devise when- 
soever it may be, and in any state of his body, in order to 
the perpetual support of clerks residing at the schools, and 
beneficially engaged in study there, who, as we hope, under 
the Lord's blessing will do good service in the house of the 
Lord, as pillars and supports, his manors of Farley and 
Maldon, together with the member of Chissendon, and with 
all the other appurtenances of the same manors, whidi are 
our fee, for the benefit of the house of Merton, or of any other 
liouse of religion, which is to be maintained for ever for the 
dorks above mentioned, who are to pass their time in stndy 
according to the ordinance and provision of the same Lord 
Walter, and also to the terms which he shall think ri|^t to 
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settle for tlie purpose. It is also our will that this benefac- 
tion, which we hope will be of great service, and acceptable to 
God, shall abide under our defence and keeping, and we 
transfer it to our heirs in order to their salvation ; and under 
the merit of presenting that honour, which was acquired by 
right of succession by our toils and those of our ancestors, 
we recommend its preservation to them, and entreat them 
to guard it for ever with the shield of thdr protection and 
defence. They are also to have firee and full power over 
the persons to whom the ssnd manors shall come through 
the above-given ordinance to compel them by the secular 
authority to observe the ordinance, and the benefi&ction of 
support that has been given to them. And to give a per- 
manent assurance in this business we have thought right to 
set our seal to the present instrument Witnesses the 
venerable fathers, E. Sarum, W. Exeter, S. Norwich, 
bbhops ; and the Lords Philip Basset, Justiciary of Eng- 
land, Robert Walerand, steward of our Lord the King, 
William de Wilton, Gilbert de Preston, and John de 
Wivill, justices, John de Breuse, Wilfrid de Fanuncurt, 
Nicholas de Mauling, Walter de Kinardel, and Masters 
John de Scthevill and Wilfrid de Ilispal. Given at Lon- 
don on the morrow of Saint John, before the Latin Gate, 
and in the year of our Lord one thousand two hundred and 

SlZty-tWOL 
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I. Other persons are to be freely substituted, and these 
are to be nominated by the scholars under the obligation of 
their oath ; and in case they do not agree in their nomina- 
tion, then the Chancellor, &c^ or the Warden of the house, 
if the Chancellor, &c., does not take care to effect it within 
a month, are to decree that those persons are to be ad- 
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mittcd to the su])port mentioned, whom they deem of the 
best reputation and ability, and adjudge to be m> under the 
obligation of their oath, through means of gix or seven of 
the scholars, who are most advanced in years and discretion. 
2. But if any of them behave ill and disreputably, and 
the fact is sufficiently established by their fellows, their sup- 
}iort is to be withdrawn, Ac. 



Walter de Merton's Charter^ 1264. 

[From the College ArchiTCt, Kilner, p. 61.] 

To all believers in Christ to whom the present writii^ 
shall come, Walter de Merton, formerly Chancellor of the 
illustrious Lord Henry, Ring of England, sends everlastii^ 
salvation in the Lord. Be it known unto you all, that I, as 
well by the autliority granted to me by my Lord the King, 
and also by a power given to me by the chief lords of the 
fee, as by reason of the right to which I am entitled in 
my manors of Maldon, Chessendone, and Farle, have as- 
signed, demised, and granted the above-mentioned maiiori» 
together with all their appurtenances, for the support of Jobs 
de la Clythe, &c., who are residing at the sdiools, accord- 
ing to the ordinance which I made concerning that matter, 
and which also met with the approbation of our Lord the 
King, and the Lord John Bishop of Winchester, the local 
diocesan, and his diapter. 

The said scholars as then named, and others after named 
or admitted being, and to be. invested for life with ftdl 
power over the aforesaid manors, &c. ; but still on condi- 
tions as in the said ordinance, and which was to be corrected, 
altered, and amended at his good pleasure. And he further 
retains to himself all such occasional use of the manor- 
houses, and accommodation for himself and hb fiunily in 
those places as may consist with the support of the sdiolan 
who reside at the schools, and of the ministers of the altar of 

B t 
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Clirist who dwell in the manors according to the form of the 
above ordinance, and also of the Warden, who has been 
appointed, or shall be so hereafter, for the keeping up of the 
support of the scholars, and that of their goods and posses- 
sions. The instrument then concludes witli— In testimony 
whereof, &c, and is sealed and attested, but without date. 



Licence of Gilbert de Clare, Earl of GtouceMtert to 
Walter de Merton, to give and assign his manors in 
Surrey^ September tite nintlij 1264, for the support of 
Scholars resident at the Schools. 

[From KiliieKt accooot of Pythagoras't School, p. 51, printed tnm Uie 
original in the ArchiTet of Meitoo CoUege.] 

Gilbert de Clare, Earl of Gloucester and Hertford, to 
all believers in Christ to whom the present writing shall 
come, greeting in the Lord. We who are desirous of carry- 
ing out the pious vows of believers by pious means and aids, 
and walking in the steps of our venerable progenitor, the 
Lord Richard, formerly Earl of Gloucester and Hertford, 
do grant to our beloved and intimate Lord Walter de 
Mcrton, that he may assign his manors of Meaudon and 
Farlegh, together with their members and appurtenances, in 
whatsoever state of his body, and whensoever be pleases, and 
that he may make such arrangements as he sees fit for the 
constant support of scholars resident at the schools, conform- 
ably to the conditions regarding them, which he has either 
already provided, or intends more fully so to do. We have 
also taken this benefaction in behalf of the soul of our said 
progenitor, and our own, and also those of our ancestors and 
heirs, into our keeping and defence, and do specially recom- 
mend it to the defence and keeping of our heirs, as being of 
great benefit, and pleasing to God. Witnesses the Lords 
William de Burg, William of Apelderfeud, Robert de 
Monteny, and Richard de la More, knights ; Master Wil - 
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frcd de Aspale, Nicliolas de Leuknor, Lawrence, clerk, and 
otiiers. Given at Icliam on Tuesday, tlie morrow of the 
Nativity of the Blessed Mary, in the forty-eighth year of the 
reign of the Lord King Henry, the son of King John. 



Charter of Foundation^ A.D. 1264. 
[From the Charter RoU of 48 Hen. III. M. 8.] 

In the name of God Almighty, the Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost, &e. I, Walter de Merton, formerly Chancellor of 
the illustrious Lord Henry, King of England, the son of 
King John, do give, assign, and grant tlirough the authority 
given to me by my said Lord, and also by reason of the 
right and power which I enjoy in my manors of Maudoo and 
Farlce, with their appiulenances, those manors, together 
with all their appurtenances, however denominated, for the 
foundation of a house, which I would have to be called and 
named. The House of the Scholars of Merton, which I also 
do, for the profit of the Holy Churck of God, for the souTa 
health of my Lord the King aforesiud, and for the soola of 
Nicholas some time Bishop of Durham, Richard, formerly 
Earl of Gloucester and Hertford, Gilbert his son, William 
de Wliatevill, and Peter de Cudinton, and those of all mj 
parents and benefactors, through the interventioo of the 
authority of the venerable father, John Bishop of Winches- 
ter, the local diocesan, and with the consent of his chapter, 
erect, found, and establish in the said manor of Maudoo, 
for the perpetual support of twenty sdiolars residing at the 
schools, in Oxford, or elsewhere, where a university exiata, 
and for the support of two or three ministers of the altar of 
Guist, who are to reside in the house under the oonditioni 
and in the way given below, and which are to be kept Sot 
ever, by God*s blessing, as well in regard to the sdiolars as 
to the ministers above-mentioiied. 
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For the everlasting remembrance of this matter, and in 
order that this ordinance and provision may acquire the 
wholesome strength of everlasting endurance, I have caused 
the seals of the aforesaid Lord Henry the King, and the 
Lord John, Bishop of Winchester, and also that of his 
chapter, in witness of their consent and approval, to be ap- 
pended together with my own seal to these presents. Done 
in the year of our Lord one thousand two hundred and sixty- 
four. 



CItarter of the Prior and Convent of Merton, granting thf 
churdi and advowson of Maldon, co. Surrey^ to Merton 
College, September 22nd, 12C5. 

[From KilDer*t aocount of Pytbagoras't School, j». 64, printed firom the 
original in the Archives of Meiton College.] 

To all to whom the present writing shall come, Gilbert, 
Prior of Merton, and the convent of the same place, send 
eternal salvation in tlie Lord. Know ye, that at the instance 
of our beloved clerk, faithful and intimate, Walter de Mer- 
ton, we have remitted and quit-claimed to the House of the 
Scholars of Merton, which the same Lord Walter has on 
pious considerations founded at his manor of Maudone, for 
the perpetual support of scholars resident at the schools, and 
ministers of the altar of Christ, and who are living in that 
house, and have also given to the Warden of that house, and 
to its scholars and ministers, whatever right we may have, or 
said that we have, in the advowson of Maudone Church. Also 
we will and grant that they may have and hold for ever the 
advowson with all its appurtenances, and the church too, as 
far as in us lies, for their own uses, to have and to hold 
them for ever, entirely and peaceably, and without any hin- 
drance on our part; according as it has been disposed of and 
granted by the venerable father tlie Lord John, Bishop of 
AVincIiester, with the advice and consent of his chapter. 
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Saving to ourselves, &c., [all other their rights in the parish]. 
Id witness whereof we have set our conventual seal to this 
writing. Dated on tlie tenth of the Kalends of September, 
in the year of our Lord one thousand two hundred and nxty* 
five. 



Grant from IIenky III. to the Scholars^ House ofMertan^ to 
make a Conduit from t/ie river Chenoell^ Sept. Zrd^ 1267. 

[Prom the Patent RoU of 51 Hen. III. presenred in the Tower of LoDdoa» 
collated with an early copy in a MS. in the Honterian Museum it Gla^ 
gow. This docoment is not given bj Kilner.] 

The King to all, &c, greeting. Know ye, that with tfie 
consent and goodwill of the Warden and Brethren of our 
Hospital of St. John, without the East Gate of Oxford, we 
have granted and given free power to the Warden and 
Scholars of the House of Scholars of Merton residing at the 
university of Oxford, to draw from the water of the Cher> 
well over the area of the Chapel of Holy Cross, whereof we 
have lately conferred tlie advowson on the same scholars, to- 
gether with the advowson of the Mother Church, or to draw 
under the area above mentioned, as they see fit, a suflhaent 
stream, which is to pass through the middle of our finresaid 
Hospital, and so passing the great street beyond the gate 
mentioned across down to the close of the Hospital towards 
the south, and so along the close and ditches hard by the 
barton of the Prior of St Frideswith to the wall of our said 
town of Oxford, and then along the wall towards the dwelling- 
place of the scholars. Thus they will be allowed without 
any hindrance to draw the water opposite their own field 
under the wall along the gutter and sewer to their drain 
within the wall for the purpose of cleansing their court and for 
their convenience thence arising ; and afterwards the water is 
to pass out beyond the wall in a similar gutter to the ditch 
leading to the house of the Prior It is also our will and 
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we grant that they shall be empowered to lead this stream, 
as aforesaid, when they see that it is convenient, and the 
means of so doing are offered to them ; so that no prejudice 
may arise to them in this particular through delay of time, 
and so that the brethren of our Hospital aforesaid may, as 
reason dictates, have access, as they require, in their court 
to the stream spoken o£ We have also granted to the 
scholars above mentioned, that from the ditch of our city on 
the northern or soutlicm side of the East Gate of the town, as 
they think best, they may have a water-course by means of 
channels along the wall alluded to up to their court without 
any danger or obstruction for ever. Provided, howeyer, 
that the above acts must be done without any loss or pre- 
judice to our town. In witness, &c, witness the King at 
Salop, on the third day of September. 



Grant of the Church of Elham to Meriom Colbye. 

May 21, 1268. 

[Fran KUner^t aeooiiiit of P^rthaforat't School, pL St.] 

To all persons to whom the present writing shall come^ 
Boniface, by the grace of God Archbishop of Canterbury, 
sends everlasting salvation in the Lord. .The illustrious heir 
of the King of England, the Lord Edward, being jealous for 
the worship of God, and being 1»m1 to enlarge the godly 
work which our beloved son, the Lord Walter de Mertoo, 
who was formerly Chancellor of our said Lord the King, in 
order to the constant support of sdiolars residing at ichoolay 
hath deemed it proper, with mature advice, to make a pro- 
vimon, and so has conferred on the house which is called 
that of the scholars of Merton, the right of patronage whidi 
he held in the church of Eleham in our diocese. With a 
view to the holiness on high, and making it bis principal 
desire [that for the better support of the said boose, and ia- 
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crease of its members, the said churcb should be apprcqpri- 
ated to them ; and as it thereupon was in form following 
appropriated] : — ^We therefore, who would pay every atten- 
tion to a chief and godly wish of the said heir of our Lord 
the King, and also weighing the fiiiits which by God's 
mercy we hope and believe will grow up in all times from 
so laudable a work in the Church of God, and in the wor- 
ship of the ChrisUan religion, do, in the name of the holy 
and undivided Trinity, ordain* give, and assign the said 
church of Eleham to the said scholars, &e^ to their own 
proper use, together with all its appurtenances and rights, 
and of which they shall obtain perpetual seisin, whensoever 
it happens to be vacant, &c. Saving a reasonable vicarage 
of thirty marks, which it is our purpose to erect therein 
[with a proper vicar, as nominated by the Archbishop on 
every vacancy, to be, within forty days from the time of the 
nomination, presented to him for institution; and every 
vicar, so presented, to be sworn fiEuthfiilly to maintain the 
rights of the college]. Given on the twelfth of the Kalends 
of May, in the year of our Lord 1268. 



Walter de Merton's Receipt far the jTtediing Deed ^ 

Apprcfriation^ June 2, 1268. 

*[From the Canterboiy Chirtalary M8.» Tuner, iiL t7.] 

To all to whom the present writing shall com^ Walter 
de Merton, some time Chancellor to the illustrious Lord 
Henr}', King of England, sends everlasting salvation in the 
Lord. Know ye that I have received a charter from the 
Venerable Father Boniface, Archbishop of Canterbury, and 
Primate of all England, in these words : — [The whole deed 
is here given]. And in witness of this matter, I, the above- 
mentioned Walter, have thought right to affix my seal to 
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the present mating. Given at London on the second day of 
June, in the above-mentioned year of grace [1268]. 



Grant of Manors to tlie SehclarM^ House of Merton^ 

&A July. 1268. 

[Prom the College Archires, Kilner, p. 7S.] 

Indorsed ** A Chmrter of the Lord W. de Mettoo of the Manora of Maldoo, 

Parleyed Leddrede and Gmelcgeje.'' 

To all to whom the present writing shall come, Walter 
de Merton, some time Chancellor to the illustrious Lord 
H^ King of England, sends eternal salvation in the Lord. 
Know ye that I have ratified and confirmed, for myself and 
my heirs, the donation and assignment which, during the 
time of the late troubles which arose in the realm of Eng- 
land, I made of my manors of Meaudon and Farlegh, in the 
county of Surrey, together with the appurtenances, to found a 
house for the scholars of Merton, which I have founded and 
established in the said manor of Meaudon, for the perpetual 
support of scholars living at the schools, and of the ministers 
of the altar of Christ who dwell in the said house. Also, I 
will and grant for myself and my heirs, that the foresaid 
scholars and brethren shall have and hold those manors 
fjuthfully and in peace, with all the rights which belong to 
them, notwithstanding that the donation ^r assignment of 
them was made by me to them during a time of war ; bat 
they shall have and hold those manors with their appurte- 
nances for ever, in like manner with those which I grant to 
them at the present time of peace, and which, according to 
the form of the donation, I would have remain to them ibr 
ever. Saring to me, during my whole life, the easements of 
the houses, &c Also, my land in Leddrede, &c Also, my 
land in Gamelegeye, &c Still I retain to myself during 
the whole course of my life, the arrangement of the said 
house, as well in regard to the scholars and brethren as to 
their warden, and the other interests of the house, with the 
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|)owor of augmenting, changing, and amending them. And 
for the full assurance of this matter, my seal has been 
attached to the present writing. AVitnesses these [seTen 
by name and title] and others. Given at Woodstock oo the 
eighth day of July, in the fifty-second year of the rdgn of 
the said Lord the King. [1268.] 

A final arrangement of these estates (as for others after 
tliem) is thus concluded. And the said Warden receiTed 
the aforesaid Walter and his heirs into the several benefioes 
and prayers which shall henceforth be made in the bouse 
for ever. And in tlie Gamlingay evidences he is said to 
hav^ given 300 marks of silver for his title to it. 



Extractifrom the Siatuie$ of 1270. 
[From MS., Tuner, SSt.] 

I. Other persons are to be freely substituted in tbeir 
places, and who are to be named by the above sdiolart 
under the obligation of their allegiance, as they deem tbem 
of ability and good character; and if by cfaanoe at tins 
nomination they shall not be found to agree, then the 
Warden of the house, with the advice of the Chancdkr, 
and of a Proctor of the University, when they dioose to act» 
or of one of them, if upon request they both decline to inters 
fere, shall, under the obligation of their oath, admit to the 
Mid support those candidates whom they know through means 
of seven or eight of those who have been longest in the 
society, and have the best acquaintance with the dispositions 
of the men who are to be substituted or admitted thereto^, 
to be persons of the best character and abilities. But if 
the Chancellor and Proctor, after having been requested 
to do so within a fortnight, refuse to interfere, then the 
Warden at his pleasure shall fill up the vacancy m the 
formal method above-mentioned, without waiting tot any 
other party. 
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2. If they commit any offence of the kindy and the fact 
18 established before ten or twelve members of the Society 
who have been longest in it, and who have been put to their 
oaths, if necessary, and been examined by the Warden of 
the house, their support shall be withdrawn, &c., and they 
shall be immediately expelled the Sodety. 



Jtefoundation of the House of the Scholars of Merton^ by 
Walter de Merton, 1270, after the Wars of the 
Barons. 

[From Kilner^t aooonnt of P>1bagoraf 't Sdiool, pi 7S.] 

In the name of the holy and undivided Trinity, the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Ghost, Amen. I, Walter de Merton, 
some time Chancellor of the illustrious Lord Henry, King 
of England, being very anxious and desirous to further the 
advancement of Holy Church by my labours, do now. In time 
of peace, for the greater and perpetual assurance of the 
matter, ratify and confirm the donation of my manors of 
Maldon and Farlegh, with their appurtenances, which I 
made at the time when the troubles arose in the realm of 
England, for the purpose of founding a house which I would 
have to be called and named that of the Scholars of Merton, 
and which I founded and established for the perpetual sup- 
port of scholars living at the schools of Oxford or elsewhere, 
where a University exists, and for the support of three or 
four ministers of the altar of Christ, who are to reside 
therein. And under the testimony of these presents, I make 
the present refoundation and establishment, under the an- 
thoiily and with the consent of the illustrious Lord the King 
of England aforesaid, of the said house for my soul's health, 
and that of the souls of the above-mentioned Lord King 
of England, Richard, Kmg of the Romans, his brother, and 
their ancestors and heirs, and also of those of all my parents 
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and benefactors. Also I add, by the tenor of these presenti, 
to the same house, its scholars, ministers, and brethren, to- 
wards the increase of the number of the scholars, and far 
the support of the ministers, and also of the brethren or 
stewards who are employed to help and assist them, the lands, 
possessions, and goods, both secular and ecclesiastical, par- 
ticularized below ; all of which, whether purchased by any 
labours of mine, or else acquired by the fiivour of my bene- 
factors, I would have to remiun to those sdiolan and 
brethren under the forms and conditions below written, aa 
well in reference to the persons as to their rule, which, God 
willing, I would have observed henceforth for ever. And 
for the remembrance and everlasting assurance of the above 
particulars, the seal of our Lord the King of England, in 
witness of his consent and approval, has been appended, to- 
gether with my seal to the present page. Dated in the year 
of our Lord, one thousand two hundred and seventy. 



STATUTES 



\<\ 



^ 



or 



HOUSE OF THE SCHOLARS OF MERTON, 

OXFORI^ AJK U70. 



CHAPTEE 1. . 

In the name of the most glonous and undivided Trinity, tlie 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Amen : I, Walter de Merton, 
clerk, and formerly Chancellor of the illustrious Lord the King 
of England, trusting in the goodness of the Sovereign Creator 
of the world, and of its blessings, and confidently reposing 
on the grace of Him who at his pleasure orders and directs 
to good the wills of men, and after I had frequently and 
anxiously considered how I might make some return in 
honour of his name, for the abundance of his bounty towards 
me in this life, did formerly, and before the troubles which 
have of late arisen in England, found and establish a house 
which I willed and commanded to have the title and name 
of Merton School. This House was founded and settled 
before the troubles which arose lately in England on my own 
property, which I had acquired by my own exertions : it 
was situated at Maldon, in the county of Surrey, and was 
destined for the constant support of scholars residing in 
schools, and in behalf of the salvation of my own soul, and 
of the souls of the Lord Henry, formerly King of England, 
that of his brother Richard, the renowned King of the 
Romans, and those of their progenitors and heirs, and of all 
my own parents and benefactors, and to the honour and 
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glory of the Most High. Rut now that peace is restored in 
England, and our old troubles are allayed, I approve with 
fimi purpose of mind, establish, and confirm the former 
grant ; and I limit, grant, and assign that the local habita- 
tion and site of the school shall be at Oxford, in the Uni- 
versity, and on that freehold and inheritance of mine whidi 
abutis upon St. John^s Church ; and it is my will that it 
should be called the House of the Scholars of Mertoo, and 
1 decree tliat it shall be devoted to the residence of scholars 
for ever. As I had, at the time of the troubles before 
alluded to, presented the house or the scholars who, with 
the blessing of the Most High, are to reside there in suc- 
cession for all future times, with my manors of Maldon and 
Farlegh, and their appurtenances, for the perpetual support 
of the scholars and mmisters of the altar, who are intended 
to be resident in the school, now that the peace of the reahn 
has been again restored, I make the same grant, and 
approve, and deliberately ratify and confirm it of my own 
free and spontaneous will. It is my furrier decree that the 
above-mentioned manors sliall remain for ever in the pot- 
session of the scholars and brethren, and so of any other 
manors which I have purcliased or may purdiase for their 
use, under the forms and conditions set down in the sequd, 
and that as well in respect to the persons as to the rules 
which are to bind them, and which must, God willing, be 
observed without intermission during all times to oome. 

CHAPTBB S. 
Of the SchoUn wbo are to reside la the HoMe. 

The form, tlierefore, which I enact and decree to be for 
ever obser\'ed, is, tliat in the house which bears the name of 
the ScIiolan> of Merton, there sliall be a constant sucoessioo 
of scholars devoted to the pursuits of literature, who are 
bound to employ tliemselves in the stydy of arts or philo- 
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sophy, the canons or theology, the majority of whom are to 
continue engaged in the liberal arts and philosophy until 
they are passed on to the study of theology, at the award of 
their Warden and Fellows in consequence of their merito- 
rious profidency in the former studies. Still, four or fire 
persons, whom their Head is to appoint, and whom he ad- 
judges to be of ability and aptness for the purpose, may, if 
they choose, become students in canon law ; and the Head 
is empowered to enable these persons to give their attention 
for a while to the civil laws, for any period of time which 
he deems proper. Also, some single individual, being a 
member of the collegiate body, is to be a grammarian, and 
must entirely devote himself to the study of grammar; and 
he is to be furnished, at the expense of the house, with a 
proper supply of books and other requisites : he is to have 
the care of the students in grammar, and to him too the 
more advanced in years may have recourse without a blush, 
when doubts arise in their faculty ; and under his tuition 
the scholars themselves who are suited to the purpose, and 
in all cases where it may seem expedient in order to give 
them a facility, may obtain instruction in the Latin lan- 
guage, or in English, and he must teach them all effectively 

and to the utmost of his abilitiea. 

« 

CHAPTBE 8. 

Of the Number of the Seholsri, and of the allowanoe for thdr Sopport. 

The number of the scholars is to be dependent on the 
means of the house itself; and each individual is to receive 
fifty shillings, and no more, through the hands of Ins Head, 
or of those persons who have been appointed to receive and 
keep the revenues of the house, and the payments are to be 
annual and at fitting seasons, yet so that they shall receive 
every week a certain proportion for their commons. A rate- 
able deduction, however, is to be made from the portions of 
all parties who stay away from the schools, when not ap* 
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pointed to, or sent abroad on, the necessary conocms of the 
house ; and the sums deducted arc to be applied to the use of 
the house, when it is so decided by the Superior, and by the 
persons appointed to receive and to have the keeping of its 
income. But those persons who are sent out on the bunnesi 
of the house, or who are absent from the bouse while en* 
gaged in its concerns — which is a duty for one and all the 
scholars, when the case requires it — are not to be prcjn* 
diced, as I now decree, by any deduction from their portioiii^ 
but are to receive the whole, or else they are to have their 
reasonable expenses allowed, according to the rate determined 
by their Head. 

CHAPTEE 4. 
Of SchoUrt who are In ill ketltk 

In case any scholar, who has been sent out to any place 
on the necessary business or on behalf of the interests of 
the house, falls ill during his absence, he shall recdve Us 
portion entire for the time, or a competent support in the 
house till the completion of the year, if be does not recover 
previously. But the other scholars who may be taken ill ia 
the house are to have similar advantages for ten montlis ; and 
from that period, if a person, either of the former or latter 
description, remain ill for a year without intermission^ and 
there be but remote hopes of his recovery, some odier 
person who is available and qualified for study, is to be 
chosen in the place of the party thus disqualified frcnn learn- 
ing. In case the disease be incurable, and the party thus 
become incapacitated from obtaining his own living by 
other means, he is to have a competent support for life is 
the hospital at Basingstoke, which our Lord the King has 
upon my prayer and at my instance resolved to fbmid ; and 
the amount of the provinion is to be dependent npoo the 
means of the 
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CHAPTER 5. 
Of the Ollloe of WardoL 

The house is to have a Superior, who is always to be deno- 
minated the Warden, and who must be a man of circumspec- 
tion in spiritual and temporal afi&irs ; he is to have the pre- 
eminence and superiority OTcr all the scholars who reside 
there, and over the ministers of the altar, and over all the 
other brethren and managers or bailiffs, or by whatever 
other name they go, who are appointed to the external 
or domestic administration and government of the house ; 
and all persons, as well scholars as ministers of the altar, 
brethren, managers, and bailifis, are to obey and look up to 
him as their Sujperior. 

chapter 6. 

Of the Warden's Qnalificttioai. 

As to the AVarden's qualifications, so far as regards his 
institution or deprivation, and other matters concerning 
him, the rules regarding these particulars are to be strictly 
observed, in accordance with the directions hereunder 
written. 

CHAPTER 7. 
Of the OiBee mud Salaiy ofihe DeiBi. 

Some of the discrectcst of the scholars are to be selected ; 
and they, in subordination to the Warden, and in the cha- 
racter of hi3 coadjutors, must undertake the care of the 
younger sort, and see to their proficiency in study and pro- 
priety of manners : so that every class of twenty or ten, 
should such further dirision be necessary, may have a supe- 
rior of its own ; and these superiors, so long as they devote 
a diligent attention to the rest, are in some particulars to 
have a more liberal allomanoe than the others, as fairness 
requires. Notwithstanding this regulation, there is to be 
one person in every chamber, where scholars are resident, 
of more mature age than the others, wlio is also to have a 
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superintendence over the other fellows, and who is to make 
his report of their morals and advancement in learning to 
the Warden of tlie house himself, and also to the other 
parties who have authority in this particular, as well as .to 
tlie general meeting of the scholars, in case it boeoinet 
necessary. 

CHAPTBB 8. 
Of the Commoo TaUc oC the Fellowi, snd of voilbniiity la Ikem, 

MoBEovER the scholars who are under the Head himself^ 
and the other twenty superiors, and also the Deans who are 
appointed to the duty of studying in the house, arc to have 
a common table, and a dress as nearly alike as possible- 

CHAPTBm 9. 

Of Chnrcb-going, and of the Number of tlie MiaisleiB of te Atar. 

The members of the College must all be present together, 
as far as their lebure senes, at tlie canonical hours and 
celebration of masses on holy and other days. And in order 
that these duties may be performed with the greater come- 
liness and decency, I have resolved and I decree that four 
ministers of the altar, or three at fewest, who are to be ia 
priests' orders, and who must adopt a respectable and suit* 
able attire, shall be appointed from among the members of 
the house, to be in constant residence. 

CHAnxs 10. 

OftlieTiWawto. 

The scholars are also to have a reader at meala, and while 
eating together they are to observe silence, and to listen to 
what b read. 

CHAPTBB 11. 

Of the ooodoct to be otae i ^od Ib iIm Ckmtan. 

While in tlieir chambers they must abstain from noiae, and 
interruption to the fellows, and apply themselves with aB 
diligence to study, and when they speak they must ate the 
language. 

c2 



20 MERTON SCHOLARS' HOUSE STATUTES. 

CHAPTER 12. 
Of the Grammar Master ; and of StrangeiB. 

In those studies also where the art of grammar is concemed, 
the Masters above mentioned are humbly to undertake the 
direction and correction of grammar. Also the scholars 
themselves are to be very attentive to tlie following par- 
ticular, that is to say : Tliat no one shall become burdensome 
to his fellows by introducing strangers, although they may 
be his near relatives, in order that the quiet of the rest may 
not be disturbed by these means, and so debates and quarrels 
arise ; but as for a charitable purpose tliey were admitted 
to the support of the college, so must they all live meekly in 
fellowship, without burdening each other, but partaking of 
all things fairly, according to the rate of their portions. 

CHAPTER 13. 
Of the admisiion of the Seholan. 

There is another rule also, which I would have and decree 
to be particularly observed in this house, and it regards 
those persons who shall hereafter be admitted to these alms, 
and it is this, — ^that care and a diligent solicitude shall be 
taken that no persons be admitted but those who are chaste, 
of good conduct, peaceful, humble, indigent, of ability 
for study, and desirous of improvement ; and in order to 
make trial of these qualifications, at the time when they 
become candidates for admission into the society a gratoitoos 
support for one year, for the purpose of probation, is to be 
allowed them in the first instance, that in case they fiurly 
make good the above-mentioned qualifications they may 
eventually be admitted into the body. Among those, how- 
ever, who are to be admitted and to receive this gratuitous 
support, those persons who are of my own kin are to be the 
chief and first, because of the succession which by the cus- 
tom of the realm is their due in my fee-simple estates ; 
and next to them are to come the persons who are firom the 
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diocese of Winchester and from other dioceses and other 
places where the benefices or estates in feo and the other 
possessions appointed for the support of the collie are 
situated. 

All the indinduals, during the period of this admission to 
the house, are to be paid the above-mentioned yearly sums 
for their support, so long as they act in obedience to their 
superiors, and live with their fellows in peace, forbearance, 
and modesty, and while they employ themselTes diligently 
in the studies appointed for them, and behave in a praise- 
worthy and reputable manner. 

CHAPTER 14. 

Of the reasoDB for Uie remoral and ezpulrioo of a P«Uow from the Collcfe} 
and Uiat there are good raaoot lor such acts it ckiK 

In case a lasting or incurable disease, as above meiitioned, 
r.ttack any individual, or he become a monk, or enter into 
the service of any person, or obtain too liberal a benefice or 
retire from the house with the intention of giving up learn* 
ing, or neglect to study in the house, the above provimo 
is utterly to cease in his person. But if any one be branded 
with a public mark of disgrace, or if a grieroos scandal 
witliin the house itself have been caused by any party, or his 
conduct towards a master and the other superiors have beeo 
unbearable, or other than peaceful towards his fellows, or be 
have fr^uently excited quarrels, his support or ezhibitioii 
is to be entirely withdrawn, and he himself is to be peremp- 
torily excluded from the society. But the rule is to have this 
restriction in regard to offences : that if he qhall be dearly 
found guilty, by competent witnesses, or other unquet- 
tionable means before the Superior, assisted by six or seven 
of the seniors of the house, of perjury, sacril^e, theft, or 
robbery, homicide, adultery, or other grievous lapse of tfie 
flesh, or of beating a fellow, or a master, which n worse, 
the sole commission of such an offence, even for the first 
time, shall suffice to show him most worthy of expulsioo or 
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ejection from the hoase. But if a suspicion only of some 
grave crime shall arise against him, fame or rather infamy 
being the informer, or if he shall commit any one of the 
lighter offences, as, for instance, some unimportant act of 
disobedience towards an officer or master, or if he have been 
the cause of exciting some inconsiderable dispute, he is to 
be reproved by an admonition, thrice repeated by the Head 
or some other person in authority, if necessary, and he is to be 
desired for the future to attend better to his character, or to 
abstain altogether from the insolent conduct above specified. 
But in case he slight this thrice repeated warning, and show 
a lamentable indifference to his own diaracter, or evince no 
desire of amendment in any other particular, he is to be 
expelled from the house without hope of restoration, and to 
remain for ever in that state of expulsion. 

CHAPTEB 15. 
Of disputes among the Fellowi. 

But if a serious dispute shall arise among any of them it is 
to be composed by the twenty superiors above mentioned, 
and the Deans, if they are found equal to allaying it without 
recourse to the Superior ; but otherwise an end is to be made 
of the business by the Superior of the house himself with six 
or eight of the seniors of the house for his assessors, and what- 
ever the Superior deems right to order in the manner above 
mentioned shall be strictly observed and carried into execu- 
tion, witliout any contradiction. But if either party fail to 
abide by this determination, the mutinous person is to 
be absolutely excluded from the house as incorrigible and 
rebellious. 

CHAPTER 16. 

Of refonng au Appeal to expelled penoQt. 

Parties expelled from the house are to be absolutely 
refused every advantage of the house, and all participation 
in its possessions ; and they are not to be allowed any act 
ur re-entry, cither by way of action or api>eal, or by lodging 
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a complaint against the Warden of the hoase, or agdnst the 
scholars or any other persons of the house on aoooant of 
their removal or expulsion ; nor are they to obtain letters 
from any secular or ecclesiastical court nor to use letters of 
any sort, or from any persons, obtained in opposition to their 
removal, however tlie parties may be in other respects reoom- 
mendcd by the merits of probity and good conduct For in 
order that the goods of the house may not serve for the sop* 
port of idle suits, and that no party may have recourse to 
courts of justice in consequence of his expulsion, I enact and 
decree, that no persons are to have any right to the support 
and goods of the house, or to have power to claim aught far 
themselves, except whilst they behave with such humQity, 
obedience, forbearance, and moderation, that the Warden 
and fellows of the house approve of their conduct and of their 
diligence in tiicir studies, and whilst they rest contented with 
their fellowships, without strife and murmuring or «^"^^? 

CHAPTER 17. 
Of EleetSoos.. 

In case any scholar of the house become incompetent, or be 
expelled for the reasons above stated, another person must 
be immediately substituted in his place, and he must be a 
person about whom the Warden of the house, together widi 
tliirtecn of the senior scholars, are agreed ; or if they should 
differ, the substitute shall be the person on whom the 
Warden, together with the ax seniors of the above-men- 
tioned thirteen, are agreed. I decree, both in the case of a 
substitution of this kind and also in that of the admissioo 
of any other persons, that the conditions above stated in 
respect to persons admissible are to be investigated under 
the obligation of an oath made, or solemn assurance given 
by all and each of the parties concerned, and that such 
conditions shall be for ever obser^'cd to the utmost of the 
abilities of the parties. 
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CHAPTER 18. 
Of the le-ftdmusioD of expelled FellowB. 

But in order that inhumanity may not be shown to parties 
expelled for more venial crimes, as above stated, or for 
light offences, or to those who give up their studies, if they 
afterwards bring forth fruits worthy of repentance, and do 
not cause the Warden or the superiors or scholars of the 
house to be molested by actions or appeals or by any other 
of *^o courses above mentioned, in consequence of th^ ex- 
pulsion, and do humbly petition to be again admitted to the 
places and benefits of the house, they may be allowed, aa 
matter of special favour, to be in pity admitted to the same 
places, whenever any new vacancies occur, if the Warden 
and scholars deem it expedient, in the same form and man- 
ner in which others are admitted for the first time. 

CHAPTER 19. 
Of tlie Office of Viee-WardeB. 

The house is to have under the Warden a single senior or 
Vice- Warden, who must be a man of approved conversation 
and morals, and either one of the ministers of the altar above 
mentioned, or some other person appointed to this office, 
who is to take the place of the Warden when the latter is 
absent, in reference to the attention, conduct, and progress 
both of the ministers of the altar themselves, and of the 
scholars, the deans, and the twenty persons above mentioned ; 
and he must also give his diligent assistance to the Warden 
when present, and to the utmost of his abilities attend to 
the above particulars. 

chapter 20. 

Of the ternunil ScnttiDy, ind of the bndiieii to be tnimcled at iL 

I ALSO deem it expedient, and it is my will, that a chapter 
or scrutiny shall be holden in the house by the Warden and 
the seniors, and all the scholars there present, three times io 
the year; that is to say, during eight days before Christ- 
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mas, for the first time ; and again, during eight days befim 
Easter ; and for the third time, on the feast of St. Margaret, 
when the Masters usually cease from the act of reading. 
At this scrutiny a diligent inquiry is- to be instituted into 
the life, conduct, morals, and progress in learmng of all 
parties, and about all particulars, which need correction or 
improvement ; and what requires correction is then to be 
corrected, and also excesses are to meet with condign pamsh- 
mcnt, according to the measure and amount of the offieiioe» 
conformably to the opinions of the above-mentioned peraoiM^ 
when this business has not been previously dispatdied. 

CHAPTER 21. 

or the period Ibr tlie EUctaM. 

Also in the same terms, and at the same chapten» or «l 
some one of them, all parties who wish to petition tor aodi 
benefits are to give their attendance, and are to be admitted 
at the same chapters, on the clear testimony of 
worthy of belief, who have taken notice of their life and 
duct ; the gratuitous support for the year which tliey pre- 
viously enjoyed, as above stated, being thenceforth granted 
them in the house itself^ if there be no question about the 
qualifications above mentioned, and it seems expedient. All 
the persons, without distinction, so admitted are to be sub- 
jected at the very time of admission to the obligation of an 
oath, faithfully to observe all the particulars comprised m 
the present writing and the sequel, and in an especial num- 
ner that particular article, — ^that in case of tbdr expnUoOy 
which may be on the ground of their demerits, tliey shaD 
expressly renounce every action and appeal from that time 
forth, and every remedy of law, whether canon, common, or 
civil. Moreover, at the time of the celebration of Ae 
chapters or scrutinies, the Warden and all the persons 
living in the house shall attend and see that Divine Ser- 
vice be solemnly performed for their founder, and aU 
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Other benefactors, living or dead ; and also, tbat the tenor 
of the present writing be rehearsed in the presence of them 
ally with a view to the preservation and everlasting remem- 
brance of this Charity. 

CHAPTER 22. 
Of the Stewards of the Home. 

There are to be Stewards, also, on the lands and manors of 
the house, where it is necessary and seems expedient, who arc 
to look to the keeping and business of the lands and manors, 
in subordination to the Warden. And if they be foimd use- 
ful and well behaved, they shall be competent to enjoy a 
perpetuity in the house, and the name of brethren, with a 
decent attire. Still their faults may be punished by the 
Warden of the house, with the assistance of six or seven of 
its seniors, according to the measure and amoimt of the 
offence, by removing them from the society of the brethren, 
and from a participation in the goods of the house, and thai 
without the hope 6f restoration ; and every description of 
action against the Warden or scholars and brethren of the 
house, and every aid of law on occasion of their removal is 
peremptorily refused to them, unless it so happen that after- 
wards they evince a due repentance, as has been stated more 
explicitly above, in reference to the scholars. 

COAPTBR 23. 

OftlieProeton. 
MoREOTER, three qualified and discreet persons are to be 
ap])ointed from the number of the scholars, who are to re- 
ceive the rents and profits of the lands and possesions of 
the house firom the hands of the W^arden, Stewards, and of 
all other persons, from whatever quarter the income may 
arise, and this under the solemn statement of the Semor ; 
and they are with good faith and prudence to lodge them in 
^ety, for the purpose of the above-mentioned distributions, 
and of the other occasions of the house. Also, the accounts 



EXAMINATION OP ACCOUNTS. 27 

of all the bailiffs are to be diligently and searchtngly an- 
ditcd every year by the Warden and the Senior, in the pre- 
sence of the said three, together with five others of the most 
discreet persons of the house, who are to be appointed tot 
the purpose. The accounts of the three, also, are to be 
audited in like manner In the presence of the Warden and 
Senior, and the other five. Also the Warden himself mnsl 
every year render an account of his administration^ and of 
the goods of the college which have come to his hands, in 
the presence of the Senior, or Vice- Warden, and the other 
five. 

CHAPTEE 24. 

Of the F.Tninimtion of the Aeeooalk 

In onlcr that the property and entire dominion of the manots 
and possessions of the house, whether they are ecclesiastical- 
or secular, may be clearly shown to belong to the schdiarat 
and that the agency and management of the Warden and 
of the other persons who are set over the manors and otbor 
possessions may be in no respect unknown to the Senior, 
who is appointed to the Wardenship, and to transact ihft 
business of the house when the Warden b absent, as before 
mentioned, the Warden himself^ upon receiving notice from 
the Senior, and from the scholars, is, once a yeary to 
convene, on a day certain, all the stewards and bre th ren of 
tlieir manors and possessions, who are rendent at the manors 
and places, to some one of the manors and places. Hie 
Warden and Senior are to be in attendance at the day and 
place, and so are ten or eight of the elder scholars of the 
house, for the purpose, God willing, of turning the visitatkm 
of tlic Warden and that of the brethren or stewards and other 
members of the college to better account Upon the arrival, 
tliorefore, of the Warden, and the Senior, and the scbolari 
alnne mentioned, all tlie stewards and baili& are, in token 
of the surrender of their oflSoes, to resign their keys into the 
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bands of the Warden in the presence of the Senior and the 
scholars above mentioned, without reserving any right which 
is competent to them in their offices ; and then a diligent 
inquiry is to be instituted by the said Senior and scholars 
into the life, conduct, and morals of the Warden, stewards, 
and brethren, and also with respect to their offences ; and 
thereupon, after the accounts of the individuals have been 
audited at the time or earlier as above stated, and after a 
full understanding is come to, as far as can be ascertained, 
of their conduct in their, offices, the delinquencies of the 
stewards, brethren, and bailiffs, upon being discovered, are 
to be severely punished with such animadvernon as they 
deserve, either by way of expuI«on from any piarticipation 
in the goods of the house, and the fellowship of the brethren, 
or by perpetual or temporary removal from office, or by any 
other penalty which the President deems adequate. But 
all the persons who are found to have acted with prudence 
and fidelity are to be continued in their former administra- 
tions, on a new commission from the Warden, with the con- 
sent of the scholars who are his assessors, or they are to be 
advanced, or to be transferred to other places and more im- 
portant offices, or are to be honoured in other ways at the 
discretion and award of the judge, in order that the bad and 

negligent may be constantly incited to improvement hj the 

« 

fear of punishment, and the fdthfiil and good by honorary 
rewards. 

CHAPTBE 25. 

Of iDcreanng th« Number of tlie Sdwlan. 

But in case it be discovered at the same meeting that the 
goods of the house have \k i so much augmented, that the 
number of the scholars ther i.l^es admits of increase at the 
same rate of support, then, without prejudice to the educa- 
tion of the children, noticed hereafter, the number is to 
be increased for the honor of God*s name ; and the amount 
of the increase of number b to be asoertwied and deters 
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mined on the spot. But if any one of the scholan, or the 
Warden, or brethren, in consequenee of his own self-indul- 
genee, or with a view to a greater abundance of pronnoo 
for himself, prefer any obstacle to augmenting the num- 
ber of the scholars when the means are increased, he shall 
be compelled, be he who he may, to abandon the Maid 
obstacle, and shall l>e fined at the discretion of the Senior ; 
and should he persist in his objection, he shall be per- 
emptorily excluded from the house, as guilty of a grieroiis 
crime. But in case the Warden should make any oppo>» 
sition (which Heaven forbid I) to an increase in the number 
of the scholars in the case above supposed, he shall reodve 
a first, second, and third admonition from the scholars and 
brethren, who, together with the Senior, have been cop- 
vened to the place, and every admomtion is to occupy two 
days ; and after the party have received a third admooitioii, 
and in case he do not repent of his opposition, the &ct is 
to be reported by the Senior or some of the above-mentioned 
scholars to the Visitor of the House, and if after having 
been rebuked, subsequently to the admonitions, he presume 
to throw fiirther hindrances in the way of so laudable • 
benefit, he shall be deposed by the Visitor bcm his office as 
guilty of a grievous crime, and the scholars are to be at fiill 
liberty to provide themselves and their house with a War- 
den, according to the form prescribed to them in the present 
Statutes. But I have thought it right to temper all tiiese 
rules in reference to the punishment of parties who oppose 
the increase of the number with this condition, — that if the 
opponent openly express a just and very dear reason tat 
this opposition, as for instance a burdensome debt, or a suit 
with a powerful adversary, or some contribution imposed on 
the churches destined for the benefit of the collegians, or a 
subsidy to the Holy Land, the ransom of the prince or a 
prelate, the sudden firing or fall of the houses or chuidieSi 
a murrain among the sheep, herds, or flodis, or similar 
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accidents which it is not easy to enumerate, the opponent is 
not only to be adjudged as he merits, to be free from punish- 
ment, but also to be deserving of pnuse and honour. 

CHAPTEE 26. 
The ooodorion of the Vititation. 

But after all the business which was to be disposed of and 
completed at the meeting has been properly ordered, as for 
instance, after the delinquencies have been punished, and 
the accounts of the Warden, stewards, and other ministers 
have been taken, and after officers or stewards of prudence 
and ability have by the general decbion been established in 
the several manors, and after a determination has been 
come to on the quesdon of the possibility of increaang the 
number of the scholars and to what extent, or on the 
contingent suspension or delay of this determination in 
consequence of the Warden's opposition, the Senior, accom- 
panied by the scholars, is to return to the house of the 
society, from whence he had withdrawn for a time with a 
view to this visitation ; and the stewards are to proceed to 
the places assigned to them, and are to employ themselves 
with fidelity and application in their duties. The Warden 
too. in like manner, is to return, and to attend to his province 
with all skill and attention, as the nature of the case and 
the necessity or expediency of the time or place requires. 

CHAPTEE 27. 

Of the Warden's Progre«, and of the gathering in the Autumnal FniitL 

Moreover, every year, after getting in the autumnal pro- 
duce, the Warden is to go his rounds and to vidt all the 
manors and places which belong to the house, and he b also to 
take a view and make an estimate of the quantity of goods 
in the several places, and he is faithftilly to reduce to writing 
such an assessment or estimate, and, that done, he is to present 
and assign it to the Senior and scholars of the house, in order 
that eventually, when the year is completed, and the ac- 
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counts come to be tikcn, their strict truth may be the better 
ascertained by comparison with the written statement. 

CHAPTER 28. 
Of the EmolomeBts oC and Charges inddent %\ die Wardea. 

The Warden is to have a table at which the Senior, or 
Vice- Warden, and the three Chaplains, and also the Stc 
servants, if so many are wanted, who wait on the Warden 
Senior and Chaplains are to mess with him ; for wluch pur- 
pose he is every year to receive fifty marks out of the means 
of the house ; and, besides this, the Vice-Warden b efeiy 
year to receive at the cost of the house fifty shillings fiir Us 
clothing and other requisites, and the three Chaplains re- 
spectively two marks. But the Warden is also, and m 
addition to the fifty marks, to have at the charge of the 
common stock two post-horses, with provender for them, 
and clothing for his own person suitable to his pontion, and 
also pay for his servants. Also, as it Is proper that the 
stewards and bailifib of the house, and their messengerSi 
who will often have occasion to come to the house on its 
business, should be entertained at the table of the WardeQ* 
Senior, and Chaplains. I will and decree, that, if it torn 
out that the lands and possessions of the house are so im- 
proved in any particular or in any locality by the industry of 
the Warden, Senior, and Chaplains, that greater and more 
ample incomes and profits arise therefrom, as for exampfet 
if the possession or manor which at the time of the asrign- 
ment or grant of it made to the house was worth ten marks 
should rise by means of the supposed improvement to a 
higher amount, say to fifteen marks, or to any other amoonty 
a tithe of the improvement shall go to the Warden, Senior, 
and Chaplains for tlie support of their table and diarges. 
But the Vice- Warden and three Chaplains are under the ob- 
ligation of constant residence within the house, except in cases 
where they may. be dis]>atched to a distance on important 
and urgent business of the bouse. 
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CHAPTER 29. 

Of the ElectioD oftlie WardcD. 
When a Warden is to be appointed the proceeding muiBt be 
as follows : — Seven of the elder and more discreet members 
of the house are to be deputed to make inquiry of all the 
scholars of the house respectively if they are acquainted 
with any persons, either belonging to the house or else- 
-where, who are possessed of judgment and experience in 
spiritual and temporal affairs ; and when they have heard 
all the scholars, then the seven (senior^), after taking into con- 
sideration the industry, probity, and respectability of the 
several persons mentioned by the scholars, are to select 
three whom they deem best qualified and necessary for the 
purpose of their house, or they may take any other persons, 
if the latter is clearly the most expedient course, and they 
are then to give in the three names to their Visitor, in order 
that any one of the three whom the Viator conaders to be 
the best qualified may be by his authority set over them and 
the house as their Warden. 

CHAPTER 90. 
Of the Election of tlie Vice- Wardeot Chaplain, and Proeton. 

The Senior or Vice- Warden, and the Chaplains, and also 
the three who are to be appointed to receive and keep the 
income and profits of the lands and possessions belon^ng to 
the house are to be nominated by the Warden and five only 
of the other seniors of the house who are to be spedally 
deputed for the purpose instead of the whole body. Tliese 
delegates, that is to say, the Senior or the Vice- Warden, 
and the Chaplains, and also the three others who are deputed 
to receive and to have the custody of the profits and income, 
are to be strictly bound under the obligation of their oath 
to preserve the rights and liberties of the house, and to 
apply all diligence, that the rule handed down to the 
scholars may be by them fully observed for ever without 
fraud or evasion. 
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CHAPTER 81. 

dieWaidn. 



The officers last mentioned, or any three or two of tlieni» or 
any other scholars of the house in their de&ult, shall be 
competent to rehuke and reprove the Warden and aD other 
members whatever of the society, or their servants in case 
the Warden himself shall have been negligent* or have 
acted remissly, and they are to report to the Vintor the 
neglects and omissions, crimes and offences, whidi camiot 
be readily redressed in the house, and the Vintor shall 
punish them at his discretion, or correct them, as be aeea fit 



32. 

* 

Of the SobjectB wlucb are to be reported to tte VUtar. 
Furthermore, since the industry, respectability, and dili- 



gence in the Warden are espedally necessary and adi 
tageous to the said house — while through bis iie|^geooe 
(which Heaven forbid !) or want of moderation, die said 
house may be menaced with waste and still more seriooi 
jeopardy — I ordidn, in addition to the premises, dial if die 
Warden for the time being of the sdd bouse shall, fiir aets 
of dilapidation or incontinence, be deemed to merit removal, 
as past endurance or prejudicial to the Society, let sodi 
Vbitor of the said house take cognizance of a canae of dns 
nature, at the suggestion or report of two or three members 
of the said Society (to which duty one and all of die said 
Society must be bound by their debt of fealty), and let die 
Visitor deal with it in a summary and simple way w itb oii t 
the wrangling of a trial at law (especially mm I should be 
loth that the means of the said house were eqiended in fiti* 
gation), and let him remove such Warden, and widMml lorn 
of time substitute another in his place, in amfci m ily witk 
the regulations above laid down. 



34 MERTON SCHOLARS' HOUSE STATUTES. 

CHAPTER 33. 

How the Warden and the other Officers are to he prorided Ibr ia thdr 

old 



But if the Warden, while continuing in office with merit 
and approbation, break down with old age or constant toil, 
or live on to a state of imbecility, so as to be incapacitated 
from exercising the Amctions of the said office, from that time 
forth he is to be competently and decently supplied with 
necessary food and clothing in the house for the whole 
course of his life, among its venerable and meritorious 
brethren. But he is held bound in all cases to apply his 
utmost exertions in the way of sound advice towards the 
promotion of the interests of the house, as though they were 
his own ; and also to advance them by bodily exertion, as 
far as his strength allow, and propriety and decency per- 
mit The servants also, and ministers of the house, who 
have served it with fidelity, have enjoyed its approbatiou 
and promoted its interests, and have lived on till they are 
superannuated or imbecile, so as to be disqualified from ob- 
taining a living by their own exertions, are, as is expedient 
in case of real desert, if the Warden and scholars approve, 
to be supplied with a maintenance in food and clothing 
within the house, as long as they live. But they also are 
held bound, as far as they are able, by their aid and 
counsel, and even by their bodily exertions,* to promote the 
interests of the home. 

CHAPTER 84. 

What HorMS are to he aUowed, and what are fbrhidden, 

and of their Plies. 



When it becomes necessary for the Warden to ride to any 
estates of the house, or elsewhere, for the manifest advan- 
tage of the house, he may lawfully have with him, on a 
third horse, a single brother or steward, as a companion or 
minister in his journey. But the stewards or brethren are 
not to keep a horse, unless in cases where the state of the 
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manors renders it necessary ; and the horses of the houae 
arc to be of a moderate price, in order that the house maj 
not be overburthened with the expense of them. The horses 
of scholars, or of persons on their way to the schools, or 
returning from the Univer^ty, are not to be supplied with 
anything at all at the nianors, except in the angle instance in 
which scholars of the house are despatched to any part on its 
public business. 

CHAPTEB 35. 



Of Uie Burial of Fdlovt. 

Also the Fellows of the Society, as they were fellows in the 
intercourse of life to their lives' end, are in like manner, ml 
their death, to have ecclesiastical burial among their fellows 
and brethren. 

CHAFTER 36. 

Of » power in the Warden and Scholan to make new Statatn. 

But inasmuch as all future cases cannot be beforehand oom* 
prised in any certain law or statute, I do therefore will and 
enact, that if hereafter any wholesome and reputable ob- 
servances and statutes shall be made, on the advice of able 
persons, by the Warden and ten or eight of the elder and 
discreet members of the house, to promote the well-bdng 
and preservation of the existing institution, they are to be 
observed by all and each of the members of the boose, m 
all future times, without opposition or oontradictioD. 

CHAPtEE 37. 

That the Righti, Poneiiiont, and PriTilegea are not to lapae la eomt^pmam 

of the Scholan* change of doa^eOa^ 

Attention must also be pven to the foUowing partieolar: 
that b to say, that if the local habitation or Sode^ of 
Scholars engaged in study, should from any causes which 
may well arise, but cannot easily be enumerated, be trans- 
ferred to some other spot, no right or possession whidi thqr 
enjoy in the above-mentioned manors, or in aily odier 

d2 
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matters which have already been, or may hereafter be, as- 
signed to them by the pious munificence of believers, shall 
be lost in consequence, but that on the contrary all their 
possessions shall remain entire ; and that the existing statutes, 
and any others which may in future be promulgated, and all 
privileges already conferred, or which may be conferred 
upon the house, shall continue in force, although the Sodety 
itself may perchance hereafter be transferred to some other 
locality, provided, however, that the members maintain and 
preserve the present institution, as well in act as in name, 
and do not attach themselves and their possessions to any 
other college. 

CHAPTER 38. 

Of keeping tlie Peace amoDg the Sebolan. 

I ALSO enjoin the scholars above all things, in God's name 
and by their hopes of happiness both in tlus life and the 
next, that in all things, and above all things, they ever 
observe unity, and mutual charity, peace, concord, and love. 

CHAPTER 39. 

Of the obligation of Penom arriTiiig at preferment 

And, when by the Lord's bounty they attain a richer provision, 
[I enjoin them] that they be zealous in advandng the house 
by all lawful and fair means, and on all occasions resolutely 
stand up in its defence, and that of all its possessions ; and 
that, like true sons of Abraham, they see that others of our 
kindred, and the rest of their brethren who become so by 
adoption, are educated and advanced in pious conduct and 
sanctity of morals, to the praise of their Founder. They 
must also always regard with respect and devotion the 
House of St John of Basingstoke, which our Lord the King 
of England, above mentioned, at my entreaty and instance, 
established and founded on my land and farm, for the support 
of the ministers of Christ's altar, of the scholars who have 
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become imbecile, and of pauper invalids; and tbey must to- 
crease and enrich it, as God shall inspire them with grace 
and furnish them with means. 

CHAPTER 40. 

Of the Edacation of the litUe ooei, and of the Fonodei^s Id 



But forasmuch as I have, under God's eye, converted, as 
above mentioned, the inheritance of my lands in fee, which 
by the custom of the realm was due to my hdrs or Idnsmen, 
for the purposes of this charity, I will and enact that if any 
young children of my kin need support in consequence of the 
death or poverty of their parents, while they are under early 
instruction in the rudiments of knowledge, in such cas^ 
the Warden shall cause them, to the number of thirteen, to 
be educated in the house until they can make thdr way in 
tlie schools, if they turn out to be of ability for that pur- 
pose ; and that from among them shall be chosen, to fill i^ 
the vacancies which as above mentioned may occur amoog 
the scholars, such as are ascertidned to be of abilities and 
qualified for the purpose. And in order that that peiit wliA, 
by the allurements of the flesh, so ofien plagues the unwary, 
may not rankle in the House or Society, the several duties of 
the house, at least within the walls of the court of the 
scholars* house, and also at the manor of Maldon, and dae- 
where, so for as it can be accomplished, shall for ever be 
done by males. Also, in case any freemen of my housdioldt 
who may be living in my service at the time of my decease, 
shall stand in want of a livelihood, and if during my life I 
make no other provision for them, in that case they shall be 
provided during life with a competent support in the houae^ 
to be arranged according to the merits of the individnali, 
taking care that they devote their services to the boose m 
employments for which they are qualified, so long ^ diey 
can conveniently do so. 
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C1IArTEE41. 

Of pMties expelled, who are to hare do remedj. 

Moreover, as I have ordained above that persons expelled 
from the house, for their demerits as it is to be supposed, 
are altogether to be refused any benefit and share in its 
possessions, I would have the same rule observed in case of 
the removal of the Warden when he has been removed for 
the reasons before stated, so that when he has been removed 
or expelled, as above mentioned, no action, nor remedy by 
canon or civil law, shall be available to him, whereby he may 
again obtain admission to the Wardenship, or to the house. 
And in order to the everlasting remembrance and security 
of the above regulations, the seal of the Most Serene Prince, 
the Lord Edward, the illustrious King of the English, has 
been appended to these presents, together with my own seal, 
in witness of his consent and approbation. Given in the 
month of August, in the year of our Lord one thousand two 
hundred and seventy*four. 



In the name of the Most Glorious and Undivided Trinity, 
the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Ghost, Amen. I, 
Walter de Merton, clerk, and formerly Chancellor of the 
illustrious Lord, the King of England, confiding, as I do, in 
the bounty of the Sovereign Creator of possessions and 
goods, and confidently reposing on the grace of Him who 
orders and directs the desires of men according to his will, 
and often engaged in the consideration how I might make 
some return to the honour of his name, for his abundant 
blesongs to me in this life, after having previously to the 
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..roubles which lately arose in England foonded and settled 
a house, which I had willed and commanded to be entitled 
and called Morton School, on my own land, purchased by 
my own exertions, the school being atuated at Maldon, in 
the county of Surrey, and destined for the perpetual support 
of scholars residing at the schools, and in behalf of the salva- 
tion of my own soul, and also of the souls of the Lord Hemyy 
formerly King of England, and of his brother Kdiard, 
illustrious King of the Romans, and of his ancestors and 
heirs, and the souls of all my parents and benefiurtors, and 
to the honour and glory of the Most High, do on iht 
present occasion of the restoration of the peace of England, 
and the settlement of the former troubles, approve, estaUidb, 
and confirm, with enduring purpose of mind, that fonnda* 
tion. I do also assign its local habitation and donudle to 
be at Oxford, where the university of students b sitoaledt 
and on my proper freehold, which b conterminons with St 
Jolm*s Church. Having at the period of the tronUes, to 
which allusion has been made, endowed the boose, or the 
scholars who are destined, God willing, to dwell tberdn fcr 
ever, with my manors of Maldon and Farleig^ with tbeir 
appurtenances, for the perpetual support of tbe scholars and 
ministers of the altar, who are to reside there, I do also oa 
the present occasion, now that the peace of tbe kingdom is 
re-established, repeat the gift, and do of my spontaneous 
and free will approve of it, and of my deliberate jodgmenl 
rati^' and confirm it Also I decree that tbe above maaara, 
together with any others which have been and shall be pur- 
chased by me for the scholars and brethren, shall remain 
with them for ever, under the form and conditions in writ* 
ing which follow, and which are to be observed in all fbtiire 
times, God willing, as weU in reference to tbe persans, as 
to their rule of life. And in memory of all tbe above par- 
ticulars, and in order to give them an everlasting penna* 
ncnce, the seal of the most serene Prince, the Lord Edward, 
the illustrious King of England, has been appended to tbese 
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presents, as well as my own, in witness of his consent and 
approbation. Done in tbe year of our Lord one thousand 
two hundred and seTen^-foor. 



Wm rf WaUer de Mertan, 1275. 
[From MS. Unad. 1080^ in the BHti^ Mowul] 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost, Amen. I, Walter, by the grace of God Bishop of 
Rochester, commending my soul to the said holy and un* 
divided Trinity, do leave my body to be buried in tbe 
Church of St Andrew at Rochester, if I undergo the fiite 
of humanity out of the county of Southampton ; but if my 
death take place within the said county, I do leave my body 
to be buried, God willing, together with the bodies of my 
parents, m the church of St Michael at Basingstoke ; and I 
leave to the Church of Basingstoke a cup of the price of 
five marks, which is to be appropriated to divine service. 
And, further, I leave twenty-two marks and a half ibr the 
support of five chapliuns, who are to perform service fisr ooe 
year in the same church, or in those of the neighbourhood ; 
so that if so many ministers competent fisr that porpose 
cannot be found in those parts, the number defident shall 
be supplied at Oxford, and they shall do the service there. 
Master William de Ewell, or some other firiend or wdl- 
wisher of mine, shall procure the sud diapluns without delay. 
Also I give twenty •two marks and a half for the support 
of five chajdains in the Church of Rodiester, and in others 
also, who are to perform senrice for one year. To my suc- 
cessor the Bishop, and to my Churdi of Rochester, I leave 
my predous mitre, together with my predous pastoral stai^ 
and one of my rings. To the Prior and Convent of Ro» 
Chester I leave one hundred marks, to procure some rent 
or possession, whereout the Convent of Rochester nay be 
cared for every year in memory of my decease, and by means 
whereof they may on that day have ten shillings* woHh «f 
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bread doled out to the poor for my 8011L To the Prior of 
that place I leave one of my palfireySt and a silTer cup with 
foot and cover. For the works going on at the same Churdi 
of Rochester I give ten marks. 

To the poor of Stayndross I give twenty marks; to the 
poor of Seggefeldy forty marks ; to the poor of Hantwyse, 
twenty-five marks ; to the poor of Codinton, twenty marks ; 
to the poor of Bemyngham, ten marks; for the adorning 
of that churchy twenty shillings ; to the poor of Braunoetoiit 
fifteen marks ; to the poor of Fyneysbyrg, forty shillings ; 
to the poor of the Prebend of Salisbury, tlnrty marks, thatis, 
eighteen marks at Bere, and twelve marks at Cermenistre. 

To the Canons of Tordngton, in Sussex, forty shillings ; 
to the Friars Minors at Oxford, fifteen marks ; to the Friars 
Minors of London, fifteen marks ; to the Friars AGnors of 
Ilartelpole, ten marks ; to the Friara Preachers at Oxford, 
ten marks; to the Friars Preachers of Newcastle-upon- 
Tyne, ten marks, and the Epistles of St Paul, inth. the 
glossary, are to be restored to them ; to the Nuns of St 
Ellen of London, one hundred shillings ; to the Nuns of 
Wynteney, forty shillings. 

Also to my sister de Wortynj^ forty marks. To her im- 
married daughter, thirty marks, for her marriagie, or else to 
provide her with the ncoessaries of life, and for no other 
purpose. To my sister Edith ei^ty marks, to purchase land 
for her, together Mritb a security for the necessaries of her 
life, and for no other purpose ; still she is to hold the lands 
which belonged once to William Hugo^ and to Alexander, 
Walter's son, which I purchased for her. To her first-boni 
son I leave thirty marks, to provide for him in like 
by the purchase of land for him, or a security for the 
saries of life ; and the sum b not to he otherwise employed* 
To my daughter at Wyltoo I leave twenty marks, in order 
that she may have a more liberal proviaoo in food and i«i^ 
ment in the house of WyltoB. 
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To Agnes my sister I leave twenty marks. To Alan of 
X^ortsmore, sixty marks, to buy him some land or rent for his 
use, and the sum is not to be otherwise employed. To 
Hugh Castayn, five marks, and the mills of Littlemelne ; 
and be it known that I do not hold them in fee, but only 
for the term of my life. To Thomas his brother, forty 
marks. To Thomas de la Dune, five marks. To John 
Jakelin and his Mrife, ten marks, which are to be delivered to 
them in secret To Plmsence of London, ten marks. To 
Harrite her ^ter, five marks. To Alan of Langford and 
his wife, ten marks. To John de Coppe, four marks. To 
Nicholas de Theddene, and to his wife, and to his boys, 
thirty marks. To John de Sandford and his wife, one hun- 
dred shillings. To Castanea of Odyngham, five marks. 
To Matilda of Bassing, one hundred shillings. To Chris- 
tina his sister, a hundred shillings. Also to Master Peter 
of Abingdon, one of mypalfireys, and a silver cup, with foot 
and cover. To Master And. Ofiic., a silver jug with afoot, 
and forty marks. To John of Catalonia, forty marks. To 
the Lord William Sarum, five marks, and one silver cup 
with a foot To William Dodekyn, a hundred marks. To 
John de Merstone, the chapliun, fifty marks. To Robert 
Nigell's son, the whole term which I hold in his lands, 
togedier with the emblements, and the ploughs, and ^th all 
other things which I have, and which belong to me in 
lands aforesaid, and thirtj marks besides, to restcn^ 
lands. To Roger Talard, forty marks, together with those 
five yearly marks which he has for lus life at Eibworth. 
To William de Mertock, fifteen marks. To Walter the 
clerk, thirty marks. To William de Saddeburg, fiirty 
marks, and he is to be excused the debt which he owes to 
me in respect of the tithes of Bulterwyck, unless be pay it 
me during my life. To John de Stanhope, twenty marks. 
To Peter Clark, forty shilUngs. To John Cook, thirty 
marks. To Walter Cook, twenty marks. To John de 
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Cancia, five raarlui. To Ilcnry de Elham, ten marki. To 
John Ilydcys, a hundred shillings. To IIu^ de Borstal, 
a hundred shillings. To Adam SauTagc, a hundred shO- 
lings. To William Bailiff of Bromlegh, forty sbillingt. To 
Adam de le W}'theyenebirg, twenty shillings. To Peter 
Baker and John Baker I bequeath the term which I boM in 
the land of Master John de Wythefeld at Bere, together 
with its emblements. To Peter Marshall* sixty rfiillingf. 
To Philip of Dertford, fifty shillings. To Peter Cook, for^ 
shillings. To Henry Cook, ten shillings. To Simon Brewer, 
twenty shillings. To John Tailor, twenty shillings. To 
William Wattes, forty shillings. To Thomas Catel, a huiH 
dred shillings. To Ada of Palfireure, forty shillings. To 
John de Mersham, two marks. To John de Makeney, two 
marks. To Wilfred Carter, two marks. To Eli Page, 
forty shillings. To Hiomas Page, twenty shiUingt. To 
William Wodegate, a mark. To Robert de Cbetyndoo, 
twenty shillings. To Richard Carter, twenty shillingis. 
Walter Carter's liire is to be doubled b the year of my death. 
And to the rest, who bear the name either of Plowman or 
Carter, in my manors, I leave five shillings a-pieoe, beiidea 
their pay. . 

To Philip de Codinton I leave fifteen marks. Also, to 
William de Grafton, the next autumn prodace of my fium 
of Wolveton, and ten marks in addition. To Gerard the 
chaplain, five marks. To Richard de Bradmere, forty thil* 
lings. To William de Osemandeley, one mark. To Wil- 
liam de Ilaketon, forty shillings. To Uchard Rossd, tern 
marks. To William Cook, who is at Oseney, a marL To 
Robert de Waltham, a hundred shillings. To Roger Bidhej, 
twenty shillings. To William Carter, ten shillings. To Mo- 
ther Alan of Laugford, ten marks. Also, to John de Wate- 
villc, forty marks. To Thomas the forester, fifty shillings 
To Richard de la Hoke, twenty shillings. To my dau^ter 
Dulcia of Maldon, a hundred shillings. To the sister of 
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John de Farnham and her husband, thirty marks. To 
Mother Walter d^ Odyham, one silver cup without a foot 
To the former wife of Peter de Codjugton, forty shillings. 
To Robert de Creuker, ten marks, unless we come to some 
other arrangement during my life. To Saer de Hareoourt, 
ten marks. To provide for the two daughters of the Lord 
Stephen de Chendwyt in marriage, or otherwise, with a 
security for their maintenance, I give eighty marks, that 
is to say, to one of them forty marks, and to the other {oriy 
marks. And if they can be provided for at less, some other 
of his daughters b to have the residue to make her a like 
provi^on. To the wife of the said Stephen twenty marks. 

To the House of the Scholars of Merton, a thousand 
marks, to buy perpetual possessions with ; and the 9um is 
not to be otherwise disposed of, unless on account of some 
great need it becomes proper for something to be spent in 
defence of their rights. 

To the Hospital of St. John at Basingstoke I give forty 
and fifty marks, to purchase for themselves perpetual pos- 
sessions ; and the money is not to be spent in any other 
way ; and provision is to be made for its safe keeping. So 
that if such possesions are not to be found on sale within 
four years firom the time of my decease, when the said money 
becomes applicable to the use of the Hospitid, then the House 
of the Scholars of Merton is to have the said money, prorided 
that every year for ever they pay twenty pounds to the said 
Hospital, or twenty-five marks at least, with sufficient security 
to be provided for the purpose. Or if the Warden and 
Scholars of the house decline to take this charge upon them- 
selves, then this is to be done by some house of religion* 
where security to the Hospital can be better obtained. Also 
I give one hundred marks to provide a chaplain, who is always 
to do service in the Hospital, or in the Church of St Michael 
of Basingstoke, if my body be buried therein. 

My term which I have held at Wytenberg is to be sold, 
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and the money thence arising is to be given in aid of tbe 
Holy Land, to some good man in that land, who will make 
the pilgrimage for me and for himself 

To my Lord the King I give a silver cup with a cover, 
that is, my best cup, and a pair of silver basoos. 

To the Lord Anthony Beck I leave one of my rings, that 
is to say, the best, and my houses at Sarum^ if he chooses to 
have them ; else Master William de Ewell, my nephew, la 
to have them, and he must keep them up ; provided, how- 
ever, that the said Lord Anthony is to have the use of them 
when and so far as he pleases. 

To the Lord John de Kirkeby I give one of my rings, 
and a mazer mug, and a silver beaker with a foot 

To Master Roger de Seyton I give a ring and my nlver 
salvers for alms. 

To the Lord John de Cobham I give a ring. To Walter 
de Odyham I give a silver beaker without a foot, and two al* 
ver salvers of the lesser size. To Master William de Ewell 
I give my Bible, which after his death ia to remun to my 
scholars aforesaid. Also I give the same person six silver 
salvers, and my great mazer cup, which ia at S^gefield, 
and he is to receive one hundred pounds for every year 
from the time of my consecration out of tbe income of 
Seggefield church, so that by his permission and free wfll ao 
much shall be applied to the purposes of my will, as my 
Lord the King shall deem becoming his gratitude and 
fidelity. The like is to be done to John de Clive, my nephew, 
for every year, from the time of my said consecration ; ao 
that he is to receive fifty pounds every year, and the residue 
is to be applied to the purposes of my will. Also I give to 
the same John four silver salvers, and a silver cup without 
a foot 

To Master Reymund a silver cup and cover. To Ralph 
of Riplingham thirty marks. The Abbot of Osney's misBal 
is to be returned to him. 
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But it is to be understood that if those persons of whom 
mention is made above are provided for by my family, or 
by my kin, or by any other persons daring my life, or in 
any other manner by myself, their portions assigned to them 
in this will are to be revoked either entirely or partially, 
and the whole shall be deemed as paid to them, so that they 
can make no subsequent claim to it But if my goods and 
the debts which are owing me, and all that I would have to 
go to fulfil the purposes of this will, should be inadequate to 
the purpose, whereby some defalcation must be made from 
the portions above mentioned, I will, nevertheless, that from 
the portions of my dsters, and from the sons and the daugh- 
ters of my sisters by William Dodekyn, John Cook, Walter 
Cook, and from the house of my scholars, nothing be de- 
ducted ; but they are to have the whole portions assigned 
to them, unless I provide for them otherwise, or they reodve 
anything out of it during my life, as above said. 

But I make executors of this my testament Master William 
de Ewell, John de Merston, chaplain, his brother Tliomas 
de Woldeham, John of Catteloyn, Ralph of Bipling^iam, and 
William Dodekyn. But if all of them are not willing or able 
to apply themselves to the execution of this will, the same 
Master William, together with two or one of them, shall be 
empowered to execute all the above particulars ; and if any 
residue remidn out of my goods, in addition to those above 
asngned, I will and do give power to the said Master Wil- 
liam, John de Merston, and John de Catteloyn, that they, 
or two of them if anything befall the third, or he will not» or 
cannot interfere, shall have the same power to give directions 
for the health of my soul, as I myself, if I survived, should 
have, or could have done. But I assign to them as asdstants 
and counsellors the Lord Bishop of Bath and Wells, the Lord 
John de Kirkeby, and especially Master Andrew de Eir- 
kenni, that they may have recourse in special confidence to 
them, when there b need. But I forbid, in God's name. 
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to give up any matters relating to this trust to any - man 
living ; but that, with all possible despatch, all things which 
the nature of the case requires be provided and fulfilled. 
And for the fuller assurance of thb matter, I have caused to 
be affixed to these presents the seals of the venerable &tliera 
the Lord R. Archbishop, and the Lord R. Bishop of Bath 
and Wells, and that discreet person Master Roger de 
Nogcius, the Nuncio of the Lord the Pope, together ^th 
my own seaL 

Now the witnesses of this transaction are Master Andrew 
dc Kirkenni. the Lord Renulph, Vicar of Greenwidi* 
William Dodekyn, Roger Talard, Robert the son of Nigell, 
Andrew de Holoft^ John de Cancia, and others. Done at 
Merlon on the 29th day of March, in the year of our Lord* 
1275. 

I, Master G. of St Lesfard^ in token of my approbatioD 
of tliis will, do sign it here with my own hand. 



Confirmation of the Foundation of Merton College hy the 
Archbishop of Canterbury^ March ISiA, 1275. 

[From the Original in the CoUege AichiTCi, KHiier, p, 79.} 

To all believers in Christ, to whom the present letters shall 
come : Brother R., by the mercy of God, Archbishop of 
Canterbury and Primate of all England, sends everlasting 
greeting in the Lord. As our venerable brother, the Lord 
W. de Merton, Bishop of Rochester, during the time thai 
he discharged the office of Chancellor, in the service of 4lie 
Lord Henry, of famous memory, formerly the illustrknit 
King of England, founded anew and built a house, <r 
certain venerable place, which he thought fit to call the 
House of the Scholars of Merton, in our province at Oxford, 
in the diocese of Lincoln, where there b a general univernty, 
and did institute therein certain scholars to be instructed 
in the liberal arts, the canon, and divinity, as students, and 
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Regulations, it is ordered that each scholar be aatisSed 
with fifty shillings in every year for all. his Decessities, yet 
you have twisted this regulation to your own desires, and 
what is worse, regardless of the duties of gratitude and 
charity, and mindful only of your own advantage, have taken 
no little more than the settled allowance, although the 
desires of your founder were most express and urgent not 
for an increase of the allowance to existing scholars, but for 
an increase of tlie number of the scholars; for this be 
deemed expedient This have you not looked to; thus 
violating your own oath, as is evident from the serenth of 
the articles to which you have sworn. But as you affirm 
that you have done this by our authority, by reason that we, 
while making our transit among you some time since, yielded 
to your importunity a certain taxation on timber, straw, and 
the like ; not sufficiently considering the tenor of the law bj 
which such taxation was expressly forbidden : this oar 
concession we do by these presents totally revoke ; forbidding 
you, under tlie penalty of sacrilege and perjury^ to nsorp 
from the common funds, or to allow others to usnrp, anj- 
thing beyond what the ancient regulations allowed to yoo. 
Some there are amongst you who, desiring to live more de-> 
hcately than suits the poorer portion of the commnnitjr, 
make the modus of the common expenditure very notably 
to exceed that which your founder by rule appointed : now, 
unless these reform after a third admonition, we decree that 
they be punished according to the twenty-eighth Chapter of 
the Regulations, with the disobedient and perjured ; for per- 
jured they are, as is evident from the last article to whidi 
you have sworn. 

CHAPTBa 5. 

Furthermore, not without wonder have we understood thai 
at the settlement of accounts, whidi is wont to be hoMcB 
every week, ye will nut admit tlic Master, nor any one m 
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who are also to live together and in common, from the 
number of whom, under favour of Divine Grace, an abun- 
dance of teachers may be drawn, who, like stars to remain to 
all eternity, may instruct very many persons in justice, and 
he has so endowed and enriched the said house or venerable 
place above mentioned with lands, possessions, and various 
incomes to him by inheritance or otherwise belonging, that 
the students therein will be becomingly supported for 
ever ; and it is the duty of our oflSce to approve of works 
of charity and godliness, and especially such as regard the 
exaltation and honour of the Church of God. We, who 
ratify and are gratified by this foundation and institution, 
do approve of it and confirm it by the tenor of these presents, 
and do most fiilly impart to it the strength of stabili^ and 
everlasting endurance, so far as lies in our power. Given at 
Oxford, on the thirteenth day of March, in the year of our 
Lord one thousand two hundred and seventy-five. 



Oaths far Merian Colkye^ Oxfijrd. 

[From MS. Turner 339, badly tmncribcd.] 

Oaths to be taken by persons admitted to the year of Pro- 

batimu 

1. iirst, you swear that you have not whereont to spend 
by the year more than fifty shillings. 

2. Also, you swear not to see damage done to the house, 
and not to reveal its secrets. 

3. Also, your swear that you are a freeman, and bom in 
wedlock. 

4. Also, you swear that in consequence of your Urth- 
place, you are of such a diocese. 

5. Also,youswearthatif you should be dected to another 
college, you will not leave this place without the leave of 
the Warden and Seniors. 

6. The oath of the royal supremacy is to be administered. 
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Oaths to he taken by Persons tcho are admitted Fellows ;— 

1 . In the first place, you swear that in case of your expulrioD 
for your demerits, you will now for the time to come expreadj 
forego every action and appeal, and all redress of Uw. 

2. Ako, you swear to contradict all injunctions, statutes, 
and liberties, which are contrary to our own, so &r as in 
you lies ; and to refuse to admit any injunctions in any way 
repugnant to them. 

3. Also, you will observe, in your own person, these 
statutes, and otliers that have been made, and may be made, 
by the Master Warden and the Seniors ; so help you God, and 
the Holy Gospels of God, 

4. Also, you swear not to become an inceptor before tbe 
term in which by our university statutes a determiner for 
himself could l)e made inceptor of the present year with- 
out a grace or a dispensation ; or you expressly renounce 
now for then every right which you have or shall have in 
the college. 

5. Also, you swear that you will not visit, nor either 
personally, or by any other person or persons, meddle widi, 
the Lord Warden for your licence in the faculty of Arts, 
before the completion of three years after tbe day of yoor 
admisnon. 

6. Because very many graduates intending to take CM^ers, 
are shamefully rejected upon their examination in conse- 
quence of their deficiency in literary attainment, and, as 
is to be deplored, to the discredit, disgrace, and contempt of 
the university, and especially of those places and colleges in 
which such graduates are deemed to be incorporated ; there- 
fore, to root out such disgrace from this house, you swear 
not to approach holy ordcn» without the licence of the Master 
Warden of this house, and before you have completed yoor 
term of regency in the faculty of Arts. 

7. Also, you swear to pray for the soul of Master Tloaias 
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Kemp, erewhile Bishop of Londoiii and that of Master John 
Martock, sometime fellow of the college. 

8. Because some of the fellows of the college did in times 
past, when they removed into the country from the university, 
take with them various college books, to its no small loss, 
abstracted some, and lost others, we enact and ordain that 
henceforth no member of the college, of any state or degree, 
shall, under the penalty of perjury, wliich is to be enforced 
against the delinquent, carry any book or books out of the 
university, and its precincts, or cause them to be so carried, 
or consent thereto, without the consent of the Warden and 
the four Seniors who are in re»dence, &c 

9. Also you swear, that among these and the other statutes 
of the founder, you will especially observe that statute: 
Tliat when, by God's bounty, you attain a richer provision, 
you shall be zealous in advancing the house by all lawful 
and honest means, and on all occasions resolutely stand up 
in its defence, and that of all its possessions. 

Oathi of the Bachelors who are to he licensed to Inception 

in Arts: — 

1. You swear to act in, and frequent the solemn disputa- 
tions, which take place in the faculty of Arts, or have the 
sanction of the university, during the coupse of your regenqr ; 
and that for the same period you will engage in and attend 
both the logical and philosophical disputations in the college, 
and be ready to reply in your turn, during the period of 
your regency ; and you should attend in person at the time 
of replying at such disputations : and if it so happen that 
you are absent from them, or any of them, that then, within 
three days next following this absence, you will state to the 
Warden, or in his absence, to his Vice-gerent, the reason of 
your absence, which, if the Warden or his Vice-gerent 
deem unreasonable, you shall be excluded at once fit>m 
the commons of the college for one week, or you shall be 
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obliged to pay twenty-pence for commons ; and this so often 
as the cause shall be held unreasonable in the said form ; 
but, in case it be held reasonable, then you shall stand quit 
of your oath, and of the punishment previously ordained. 

2. Also you swear, that you will vary twice at the Bache* 
lors' disputations, and this within two years after the day of 
your inception, and at Augustines, within three years troat 
the day of your inception ; or that you will solemnize a text 
in philosophy within four years immediately following the 
inception, unless you obtain a dispensation. 

3. Also you swear, that you will constantly, during the 
space of two years from the Michaelmas next following your 
inception, read the ordinaries, and that in the second year 
you will read either in philosophy or metaphyrics, at least 
thirty ordinaries every term, if it comprise so many reading 
days, unless you obtain a dispensation. 

4. Also you swear, that if it so happen that you have 
no commendatory testimony at your admission, or (whidi 
Heaven forefcnd !) be rejected, you will forego all your rights 
to an exhibition in this house, and say now for the time to 
come, I renounce them, and you shall abide by the award of 
the Warden, Vice- Warden, and six Seniors, as to the com- 
roendatory nature of the testimony which you present 

5. Also you swear, that in each particular of dress yon 
will observe the form appointed to you by the Warden, as 
long as you stay in college. 

6. Also you swear to observe the ancient rules under the 
penalties imposed, and to strive with all your mig^t to baTe 
them observed by others. All the above particulars ycm 
shall observe, unless you obtain a dispensation, Ac. 

T/ie Warden"* Oath. 
You swear to keep all and each of our statutes and decrees 
that are allowed by and agreeable to the word of God, eq>e- 
cially such as concern the Warden personally, upon tins 
holy word of God. So help you God. 



52 APPLICATION TO HENRT IIL 

Dialogue bcttceen King Henry IIL and three Fellows ofMer^ 
ton College requesting permission to make a Gate. 

[From MS. Hargn^e* 132, in the British Mosevin. Thic tingnlar does- 
mcfit ooenn among a rarietj of law papen of the leirentecnth eentorj.] 

A Dialogue between Henry the ITiird, the Most Serene 
King of England, and A, B, C, Fellows of Merton Col- 
lege, in the University of Oxford, as to building anew 
a gate, which now usually goes by the name of the 
''Meadow Gate." 

A. AVe greet thee. Lord King I 

K. I also greet you. Who are yoo ? 

A. We are some of your 3fasteri. 

K. My Masters I How so ? 

A. If you ask as to the matter in which, we are your 
Masters in the House of the Congregation and Coovocatioii. 
If you ask as to the object, it is the present and future grant 
of graces. 

K. What do you want? 

A. We wish for the making of a gate in a wall whidi 
strdtens us rery considerably. 

B. We do not wish for the making of a gate ; for then it 
will be always in one stage of making or another, and so 
nerer will be made. But we wish the gate made. 

C. We do not wish the gate made, for if it were made, 
it already exists in the nature of things, and then we shall 
have a gate that is not our own, and so we shall wrong oar 
nog^bour. 

JT. I see you are not agreed among ycmrselves what yom 
should ask for ; it is my pleasure that yon oome again in 
three days, and make some definite application. 

^^llen the time was expired the three Fellows returned, 
and after holding a long debate, with one voice, requested 
that th- iiiakin>c of it might be made. 



THE POPE'S BULL. &S 



Tlie Popes Dull, Conjirming the Foundation of 

College, April 12th, 1280. 
[From the original in the College ArchiTe»— Kilner, pw 7f*] 

N1CUOLA8 [the Third] Bbhop, and servant of the senrants 
of God, to his beloved sons, the Warden, Scholars, and Breth- 
ren of the House of Scholars of Merton, in the IKooese of 
Lincoln, sends greeting, and the Apostolical benedidioii. 
Since what is asked of us is just and equitable, both the 
force of equity and the laws of reason demand that it be 
carried into due effect through the deliberate operation of our 
office. The contents of the peUtion which you exhibited 
to us were, that formerly Walter de Merton, derk, yeanung 
with an ardent desire for the performance of some service 
to the I^ord, which might be acceptable to Him, and of 
benefit to the Universal Church, and observing, &c., that the 
Catholic faith gathered strength from the exertions of 
who were ornaments of literature, and that the Churdi it 
was in many ways adorned thereby, after revoMng the 
matter in his godly meditations, foutided, &c., on his own 
land the house above mentioned, wherein you live, in Ae 
town of Oxford, where there flourishes in all dignity a 
General University ; this being done with the consent both of 
R. Bishop of Ostia, of blessed memory, and at the time 
Archbishop of Canterbury, and Metropolitan, and with that 
of the Bishop of Lincoln, the local diocesan, and also that of 
our ver}' dear son in Cluist, Edward, the illustrious King of 
England, &c. (here after other matters concerning the foun- 
dation, and his confirmation of the same, he concludes, as in 
other instances) : so that no man in the world may infiinge 
tliis our confirmation. Still, should any person attempt so 
to do, let him know that he will incur the wrath of God 
Almighty, and that of his Saints, Peter and Paul. Dated 
at Rome, at St. Peter's, on the second day before the ides 
of April, and in the third year of our Pontificate. 
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Ordinances and Injunctions of Archbishop Peckham, 

A.D. 1284. 

[From Peckbam't Register, foL 236, tmucribed in Tanner^t CoUeetioB. 

The oopj if Tety eormiitj 

Brother John, &c. To bis Children beloved in Cbrist 
and discreet. Masters William de Montfort, Precentor 
of Hereford ; and Simon de Gaunt, Archdeacon of Ox- 
ford, greeting, ftc : 

To your discretion do we commit and intrust, as if we were 
ourselves visiting the House of the Scholars of Merton, an 
inquiry into the subject matter of the discord and dissension 
which has in some way arisen between the said Scholars 
and their Master, Peter of Abingdon, who is Warden, at 
well of their persons as of their morals, and into the accu- 
sations and excuses on both sides ; and we do invest yoo 
with our own authority. And in order to aflRsct this, at 
well as to compel the said Warden to render an account of 
Us administration to you, or other faithful and impartial 
persons whom you may depute, we do, by these presentSi 
appoint you in our room, with powers of canonical ooercioii ; 
and when all this is completed in manner above mentioiiedY 
do ye render us an exact account of all these matters in 
your letters patent FarewdL 

Given at Eynsham, on the eighth day of November. 



Brother John by Dirine permission, humble Mimster of 
the Church of Canterbury, Primate of all England, to 
his beloved Sons, the Master and Scholars of Mertoo, 
greeting ; grace and benedictioo : 

The Planter and Founder, of blessed memory, of your Col- 
lege, with most pious intent, appointed the Archbisbop of 
Canterbury to be its Visitor, by reason that in that Arch- 
bishopric there was wont to be displayed a more exalted 
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authority, a wider jurisdiction, more wholeflome ooonadt 
and more genuine zeal, than in the other prelacies of the 
English Church: wherefore, although we hare sucoeeded 
to tlie Archicpiscopal dignity, more ' by reason of the num- 
ber of oiu* years than for any merit of our lives, yet turnii^ 
the eyes of our weakness upon you, a distinguished portion 
of the English Church, we have been urged by fear and 
influenced by love to correct some abuses wluch, have oome 
to oiu* ears concerning you. Lest the wholesome under* 
taking of that renowned man should fiul and perish by de 
grees through our negligence ; and lest you, by traugres* 
sion of those regulations to whidi, as you well kncm, yon 
have sworn a sacred oath of adherence (as is shown in the 
Regulations, Chaps. 21 and 23), be rejected as perjured and 
infamous cliaracters from all ecclesiastical degrees and 
honours, to which the pious mind of your Father wished to 
advance you. But in order that your oflTences may oooM 
more readily under your notice, and be reformed by rega* 
lations more clearly applicable, we have divided the regale 
tions themselves into chapters, and transmit them to you 
together with the rubrics. 

CUAPTBB 1. 

In the first place you have introduced Medical Students 
into your College, contrary to the tenor of the third chapter 
of those regulations, on the plea that Medidne is in some 
way included under the name of Physics. But nnoe the 
meaning of words is to be explained by their subject matter^ 
and since in the divbion of faculties in every University, 
the Students of Medicine and Physics are ever held distinct; 
and since usage is the interpreter of ri^t, and in the ti 
(if the author of these regulations no medical student 
wont to reside at your College, we do desire thai all 
Students in Medicine be excluded firom either pving or 
reiving instruction in your College. 
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CHAPTER 2. 

Since only by leave of the Superiors is it allowed to some 
five or six Scholars to give their attention to the canon law, 
to which study they are to be permitted, if their conduct be 
submissive, to add that of civil law, at the time of dispensa- 
tion ; yet notwithstanding some of you, as we have heard, 
arrogantly casting off all restraint of the regulations to 
which they have sworn to adhere, and rashly regarding only 
their own wishes, without respect to the judgment of the 
superior, have applied themselves to the study of the canons, 
and even beyond the time appointed for that purpose, al- 
lured by the charms of legal study : We, looking on these 
as presumptuous persons, and void of all true humility, do, 
by these presents, suspend them from the study of either 
law, so long as they continue in your society ; and also to 
all who may be in futiu^ guilty of similar presumption we 
do extend the same restriction — ^that they apply themselves 
for the rest of their time to the study of Theology alone. 

CHAPTER 8. 

Furthermore, the founder of your college, perceiving that 
the clergy of England, for the most part, expressed them- 
selves very inaccurately in the learned languages, decreed 
that you should educate scholars under a grammatical tutor, 
and that the works of grammatical authors should be kept 
in the library to perfect you in the learned languages. But 
as tins has hitherto been neglected, we prescribe, under the 
penalty imposed on disobedience, that so far as posable the 
transgression be corrected according to rule. And we will 
that the works of Papia and Ilughico, together with the 
summary of Brico, be procured and fastened on a public 
table, that all who frequent the library may have fiunlity of 
consulting them. 

CHAPTER 4. 

Furthermore, althou^ in the fourth chapter of the said 
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bis place, who should be present, since by him any residue 
or fines from absent members are to be converted to the 
use of the house ; for his duty it is to overlook all persons 
and things ; and it is impossible that there can be any other 
motive for his exclusion than because the light b hateful to 
evil doers. We therefore prescribe, that at all settlements 
of accounts the Master himself be present, or if he be from 
home, that some suitable person be admitted to take his place 
on these occasions. And if ye transgress this regulation ye 
shall not escape punishment according to the canons. 

CHAFTEB 6. 

But the ten marks and eight shillings which ye have rashly 
presumed to give to your brewer and cook, this ye shall in 
future withdraw, since it is against the terms of your exhi- 
bition by rule prescribed. And if ye do not attend to this 
our decree, we require that all moneys which ye have hitherto 
withdrawn from the common fund for this purpose, contrary 
to the will of your founder, be by you repaid for the benefit 
of the coUege. 

CBAPTBE 7. 

Furthermore, as ye are bound, when ye leave the boiiae 
on any necessary business to go forth in a body, since this 
was commanded you by your Superior, as is shown in the 
fourth Chapter of his Regulations, we ordain that all benefit 
from the house shall be withdrawn from him who persists in 
disobedience on this head for all such time as he continue 
contumacious ; and whoever shall act contrary to this our 
ordinance, or endeavour to shield any one so acting, we 
decree that on the third admonition he be brou^t fmrth and 
straightway be ejected from your society if be persevere in 
his evil doing, as is declared concerning the disobedient in 
the Mxteenth Chapter of the Regulations to which >-ou bavo 
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CHAPTER 8. 

And in like manner we will that ye proceed against all 
who disobey the Master, to whose orders all are bound to 
conform in acts and things which he may legally, and with 
propriety, require of them, as is declared in the sixth Chap- 
ter of the aforesaid Regulations. However, it is allowed to 
the Scholar, when any hardship is imposed on him by the 
Master, humbly to excuse himself, and pray that it be 
remitted : and against those only who obstinately refbse 
obedience are you to proceed in manner abore mentioned. 
But all are bound to obey the Master in matters which 
regard the regulations and scholastic discipline, but not in 
those things which by their hardship go beyond the terms of 
these regulations. 

CHAPTER 9. 

Furthermore, with great, grief hare we understood thai 
ye but seldom keep canonical hours, as ye are bound by the 
Regulations, which is not only a proof of an ill-disposed heart» 
but further an argument of a perverse disposition, while ye 
who glut yourselves on the sins of other men (that is to say,, 
on the price of their sins), refuse to make a spiritual retoni 
to your benefactors, but remain ungrateful. Surely they 
are not zealous in their course to God who do not honour 
him with public worship and prayers ; but rather to them 
may be applied those words of him who best knew how to 
praise his God : '* The dead shall not praise thee, O Lord, 
nor those who go down to Hell." On this point AT^n^ififi 
the eightli Chapter of the 



CHAPTER 10. 

And the ninth [Qy. tenth ?] regulation is, that in future 
ye have a reader at meals, whom we desire to read to yoo at 
such time the Moralia of Gregorius, or the (Edeficatorii, or 
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Other educational works easy to be understood ; and we 
desire that ye listen to sacred reading, according to the 
ninth Chapter of the Regulations, with silence and respect ; 
that the unbridled licence of a garrulous tongue may not 
give evidence of an ill-ordered mind (as a depraved daugh- 
ter follows tlie steps of a dishonest mother). It is allowed 
you, however, at all times to speak when there is necesnty, 
either at table or elsewhere, but always briefly and modestly 
(for so we read in the Gospel of St John, that Martha called 
Mary to silence). All conversation, howerer, in public 
must be carried on in a learned language. 

CHAPTER 11. 

Nor is it allowable for any one to take meals in the town, 
nor to introduce guests without leave of the Master, or of him 
who in these matters occupies his place. 

CHAPTEE IS. 

Moreover, in receiving scholara ye seem in rarioos wmya 
to attempt to overthrow the sacred purpose of your founder. 
In the first place, in that ye ought only to receive the indi* 
gent, as is shown in the eleventh Chapter of the Begola- 
tions, whence it appears tliat ye have no liberty to reori^ 
such as have sufficient to provide for their necestttiet, either 
with their own means or at the expense of their parenti, or 
such as are employed in any business, or occupy any sitiia- 
tion which brings them a competence. Secondly, cootrmrj 
to the intention of the regulations, ye are unwilling to admit 
youths likely to advance in knowledge, but only those who 
are already far advanced, which is clearly contrary to the 
terms laid down in the eleventh Chapter; nnoe, at is 
shown above, ye ought even to admit those who are learning 
the rudiments of grammar. Further we do reproach you as 
worthy of blame, for that ye do not, according to the furty- 
third Chapter, admit among )ou boys of the fiunily of your 
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founder to be educated in grammar. Furthermore, nnce ye 
ought, according to the thirteenth Chapter of the Regula- 
tions, to receive in preference to others, those bora in the 
dioceses wherein are situate the benefices and lands by which 
ye live, we do suspend you from the choice of any more 
scholars, until ye have received, in sufficient numbers, boyi 
of the family of yoiu* founder who may be found fitting: 
and until ye have received, according to the Regulations, 
scholars from tlie dioceses of Winchester and Canterbury, 
according to the number of the benefices and extent of the 
lands which ye hold in those dioceses ; and ye are to know 
in friture that if ye act otherwise, we shall take care thai 
all fruits from those dioceses be withdrawn fit>m you until 
ye obey the Regulations. And this form we require to be 
observed in all future times, reserving however to ourselves 
the power of proceeding against you according to the canon 
law in some other way, unless ye retmm to obedience. 

CHAPTER 18. 

Furthermore, we prescribe that in future ye withdraw tlie 
commons from any one who has obtained a church benefice, 
according to the thirteenth Chapter of the Regulations; 
and if ye delay to do this, be very sure that we shall oompd 
both you and them to restore to the common fund whatever 
you have irregularly taken firom it 

CHAPTER 14. 

Furthermore, since the place of a deceased scholar ought 
continually to bo filled up, as is declared in the nineteenth 
Chapter of your Regulations, by the consent of thirteen 
Fellows, or of the six seniors, together with the Master ; and 
since ye, as we have understood, have paid little attention to 
this regulation, we command, that so often as a place be 
vacant, the Master shall look to it, according to the terms of 
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the Regulations, without delay, and shall proceed against 
those who object as against other disobedient members. 

CHAPTER 15. 

Furthermore, since, in accordance with your Regulations 
in the sixteenth Chapter, those who are disobedient to the 
orders of their superiors after the third admonition, are to be 
expelled from your society, without hope of return ; and 
since, sometimes, when the Master wishes to proceed by the 
advice of certain discreet persons among you, there are some 
who, as we hear, refuse to assemble when specially called 
upon, thus clearly showing themselves to be supporters of 
him who ought to be expelled ; striving too, against their 
own oath, as b evident from the fourth article of those nine, 
which each of you on entering swore to observe ; and al- 
though the'same penalty ought to lie on offenders and those 
who consent to the offence, yet we, wishing to act more 
mildly, desire that from those who, after suflScicnt admoni- 
tion, pertinaciously refuse to attend the council or judgment, 
all benefits of the House for the ensuing fortnight be at once 
withdrawn : and if any be proved to have thrice offended in 
the &ct of shielding the guilty, let him be cut off entirely 
from your College as a rotten member. And let this form 
of expulsion be observed better than it has hitherto been. 
Corrections, also, according to the terms of the Regulations, 
shall be held thrice in the year. 

CHAPTEE 16. 

Furthermore, we have understood that the brewer and 
the butler, and other servants of your Society, are not <ibe- 
dient to the Master, and that the Scholars who ought to 
assist the Master in the correction of delinquents are them- 
selves obstacles to their obedience; whereas all^ servants, 
whether superior or inferior, whether within or without doon, 
are bound by the Regulations to obey the Master, as is shown 
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in the sixth Chapter. Since, also, it is not allowed to the 
Scholars to ccnsiu^ the sen-ants, unless, perdianoe, the 
Master be negligent and remiss in so doing, as is declared 
in the thirty-sixth Chapter of the same Regulations ; and 
as the servant is not greater than his Master, we do pre- 
scribe, that nhen any servant, employed either within or 
without doors, be disobedient to the Master — if be do not 
obey the third admonition or receive the correctioo of the 
president — he be ex]>elled from the House, without any hope 
of ultimate return ; that the punishment of the senrant be 
not less than that of the scholar. 

CHAPTER 17. 

Furthermore, as we have before desired, still again do we 
repeat our desire, that ye do never enter the town alone, but 
always in a body, and do return before nightfiilL And those 
who transgress this regulation shall be deemed suspected 
persons until their innocence be declared in a lawful way. 

These things have we written unto you, dearly be- 
loved, that we may lead you back to the Regulatioos whidi 
ye have sworn to obey, lest a light error at first become in 
the end grievous to bear ; and being unwOling by tbese pre- 
sent ordinances to take away aught from your liberties or 
any exemption ye may have. FarewelL 

Given at Lambeth, this second day of October, ajx 1284» 
in the sixth year of our ordination. 



Bcicase of Projyertj/ at Kibworth Harcouri, aj^ 1909. 
[From tbe Abbreriatio PlacitoniM, pw SOS.] 

The Release of William, Seneschal of Evesham, and Warden 
of the House of the Scholars of Merton, in Oxford, to the 
scholars and brethren of the same, and their soooessors, of 
all his right, title, &c., in two messuages, one rood and the 
fourth part of a rood of land, and the third of a sazth part 
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of a messuage, one windmill, and the fourth part of a rood 
of land in Kibworth Harcourt. 

Witnesses, Joun, Lord Bisuop of Cuicuester, 
Chancellor of our lord the King of Eng- 
land, and others, Ac 



Relea$e of Property at Gamelingey^ a.d. 1312. 

[From the Abbreriatio Pbdlomm, p. aiS.] 

Release of William Paske of Gamelingey, son of Pasca- 
scius of Leicester, made to the scholars and brethren of the 
House of Merton, in Oxford, of all his right in all lands, 
&c., which formerly belonged to William of Leicester, in 
the town of Gamelingey, together with the advowson of the 
cfaurdL 



iMier from Edward IIL to tfte Pope^ on behalf of Meriom 

Cdlege^ December lllA, 1831. 
[From Uie Roll 4 Edw. IIL, MS. in the Tower of LoadoA.] 

To the Pope, in bohalf of Merton Collie : — 
Sovereign Pope, &c., the College of our beloved in Christ, 
the Scholars of the House of Merton, in the UniTerti^ 
of Oxford, has been happily instituted at a niagajrine of 
the Church Militant, and of wholesome doctrine, by the 
godly consideration of the founder, and by the inspirati<m of 
the Deity, as we beliere, to give knowledge of salvation unto 
his people. Thence have already come forth men of great 
excellence, whose learning under numy forms of spiritual 
grace has gone abroad and pervaded the CburdL Where- 
fore we do in sincere affection recommend them to your 
Holiness, and humbly pray, that that apostolical anxiety 
for the weliare of all the Churches, that is ever in activi^, 
will condescend, in fatherly love, to their petitions, which 
as they concern the honour of God, and the glory of tlie 
Church, are presented to your demcDcy. 
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Ordinances of Archbishop Chichley^ A.D. 1425. 
[From CUchley't Register, put I PA. 361.] 

a 

Henry, by divine permission Archbishop of Canterbury, 
Primate of all England, and Legate of the Apostolic.See, 
to his children beloved in Christ, the Master or Warden, 
and the Scholars of the Hall or College of Merton, our owb 
foundation and in our immediate jurisdiction, situate withm 
the town or University of Oxford. Greeting, grace, and 
benediction. 

It is the duty of a Pastor in any charge committed to him, 
to provide that the funds of pious places, which by the mu- 
nificence of the faithful have been devoted to a certain use, 
should be converted to that and to none other, without some 
sufficient authority for such alienation. SmoQ in our ordi* 
nary visitation lately holden at your college, and not yet 
entirely completed, by Masters William Lindwood, Oflbaal 
of our Court of Canterbiuy, and Thomas Bromys, car 
Chancellor, Doctor in both branches of the law, vested witb 
our authority, several matters relating to the disposition of 
the incomes and revenues of the college, to the number of 
the fellows according to their faculties, and to tbcacantinen 
of the statutes of the said college, were found out and 
brought forward as needing reformation — We, feeling a 
paternal solicitude in these matters, and actuated by a pioua 
desire for the honour of God's name and the advancement 
of study, and wishing strictly to fulfil the pious purpose of 
your founders, have, after mature deliberation, made certain 
resolutions, injunctions, and ordinances which we now send 
you under our seal to ensure your obedience, and strenu- 
ously enjoin you under the penalties hereunder written, so 
far as they concern you jointly and severally, yourselves to 
observe them, and to cause them to be by others inviolably 
olMenred. 
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CHAPTKB 1. 

In the first place, considering that through thoae, who bj 
laborious study in the sacred writings and canons obtained 
in your college the pearl of ^owledge, your college before 
these times flourished in honour and beauty, and in the 
persons of men learned and well versed in the knomledge 
and understanding of these writings, existing in suffident 
number to supply the want of the faculties, the glory of 
your college arose, and shone forth to all ^tbe inhabitants of 
this realm. 

The honour of the said college is withdrawn, and (hat 

profound knowledge of the liberal arts and other fiicoltiea 

which, in the persons of many members of the said college, 

like a flaming lantern illumined the whole English Church, 

has, contrary to the pious intention of the founder, to the deep 

regret of all, and the scandal of the college, been shameftilly 

cast into the shade ; we therefore do deare, as by the duty 

of our oflice we are bound, to apply to this disease a me* 

dicine and a remedy of suitable provision ; and at we find 

by what was done and said before the above*nientioiied 

Gimmissioners, that the profits, revenues, and emoliimeiili 

belonging to the said college suflke in these days, for tba 

use of scholars to the number of forty-four, for tbeir 

proper maintenance in the same, according to tlie statutaa 

and ordinances ; and also for the support of any other no* 

ccssary burdens contained in the same statutes and ordi* 

nances as hereunder mentioned, and likcfly to be imposed. 

For such, and so many,* therefore, we by these 

declare and command that they do fofioe. 

Upon you, the Warden and FeUows, in virtue of 
obedience, and under the penalties hereafter written, we do 
lay this strict injunction and command, that within the sfiaea 
of fifteen daj-s immediately foUowing neat Pasdial feaat» je 
do elect and receive among you, according to the fans if 
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your statutes, so many discreet, prudent, and stodions 
persons into the said college as will make up and complete 
the number of forty-four fellows, after the time of pw>- 
bation, and that if the persons so elected and received be 
found suitable and deserving, at the end of their time of pro- 
bation, ye do actually receive and incorporate them among 
you as the fellows of the college in manner hitherto adopted. 

CHAPTER 2. 

Furthermore, in addition we will, and by these presents 
ordain, that in case the aforesaid number of forty-four 
students be diminished by four or more members throu|^ 
death, retirement, attainment of benefices, expulsion, volun- 
tary refusal, or any other cause ; the Warden and Fellows 
of the said college within the space of forty days do proceed 
according to the terms of statutes to the election and recep- 
tion of four more fellows, or as many as are required to 
make up the number of forty-four, and actually to recdve 
and introduce them into the said college. But if perchance 
the said Warden and Fellows have delayed to act according 
to these premises, the election, reception, and actual intro- 
duction of fellows into the said college shall devolve on us 
and oiu* successors, the Archbishops of Canterbury for the 
time being, so that, as far as possible, we may act up to 
these premises, and that the complete number of stndenttt 
may not be deficient nor remain long unfulfilled. 

CHAPTER 8. 

Furthermore, that divine service and sacred studies be 
better attended to in the said college, we will that three or 
four chaplains be added to the present number whom we do 
order to minister to the good of the college, as heretofore 
hath been the custom. 

CHAPTER 4. 

Furthermore, lest by the incautious felling, cotting, 

p i 
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moval, and mortgage of timber, or the alienation of the 
lands, immoveable property, books, and goods of or belong- 
ing'to the said college (which Heaven forefend), the same be 
impoverished or overcharged, and so the number of the 
fellows be diminished, and the pious, intention of the founder 
frustrated, we do enjoin by the tenor of these presents, and 
bid you by virtue of your sworn obedience, that never, 
either by you or your successors, jointly or severally, the 
trees be sold, felled, polled, or aliened, except such as are 
suited for timber ; nor your possessions, either temporal or 
spiritual, manors, rents, and services, for a term or for ever, 
be distributed, sold, given, or pledged to any persons, in 
any way, without leave sought and obtained from us or our 
successors, with the consent and acoordanoe of all tlie 
fellows of the said college, or at any rate of the greater or 
senior part of them. 

CHAmm 5. 

Furthermore, unce it is part of the du^ of a good &dier 
of a fanuly to keep an account of the management of tba 
monies of the said college, that so any inerease in its meana 
may more readily be known, we detmnine and enjob thai 
the blaster or Warden, and the Bursars and other tba 
officers of the college do, in all future yean, within tba 
month computed from the end of eadi term, each one as fiur 
as amcems himself^ render a fiuthfiil account of the Tecc i|ita 
and payments, and the condition of the college, of the realD* 
ration or improvement of buildings of or belonging to tba 
same, and of their own respective managements, beibre the 
elder, and more discreet and prudent fellows of the ooO^Bp 
chosen for the purpose. And this account shall be ren* 
dered'at the Feast of All Saints, or within a month beibra 
or after that date. At the end of eadi year the feDowa 
«hall appoint as auditor some discreet person, either layman 
or churchman who is neither a fellow or dependent of the 
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said college ; and after being elected by the greater part of 
the college, he shall reduce into proper form the aocomits 
of the whole year, shall set the parcels in right order, and 
cause them to be properly described. And after the aaid 
reckoning has been audited, before the Christmas day next 
following he shall make a faithful indenture of two partip 
one of which is to be kept in the archives of the said collq^ 
and the other to be transmitted and actually ^ven to 08, or 
our successors, by the hands of some fellow of the said 
college, before the Feast of Epiphany next following. 

These, then, our injunctions, ordinances, and preoepCSi 
which we do send you under our seal to be published, and 
which we do by the tenor of these presents actually publish, we 
require to be received, and command to be obeyed amoogst 
you ; wherefore do ye study to comport yourselves according 
to the injunctions, ordinances, and precepts made by oa, Aat 
your reward henceforth with the Most I£gh may increase ; 
and that we and oiu* successors may in future rejoice in 
your worka. 

Lest, however, tlirough forgetfulness or neglect any 
members of the said college should in future pretend igno* 
ranee of these premises, we require that all and ringnhr 
our injunctions, decrees, and ordinances be in every future 
year published, chapter by chapter, in the presence of tlie 
assembled fellows of your college. 

Further, we do command by virtue of your sworn obe- 
dience, and under the penalties of expulsion from the college, 
and the greater excommunication upon each of yon, if your 
frauds, or delays, or faults require them to be imposed upon 
and thundered against you, by us and our successors, after 
canonical admonition has been given. Tliese penalties ye 
have no light cause to dread ; wherefore take care to observe 
all and singular these premises, so far as they regard you, or 
any of you, or shall in future regard you, since we may here* 
after think right to make new ordinances. And we reserve 
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to ourselves and our successors plenary power of rerokingy 
breaking, altering, adding to, or diminishing from, all and 
singular the premises ; and of interpreting, correcting, and 
even dispensing with them altogether, as often as it shall 
seem good ; and of correcting and reforming other matters 
concerning our vbitation, and making new injunctions and 
ordinances, when and whenever it shall seem to us opportune 
and expedient In witness whereof, we have caused oar 
archicpiscopal seal to be attached to these presents. Given 
at our Palace of Lambeth on this twelfth day of June, 
A.D. 14'J5, in the twelfth year of our translatioii. 



Extracts f rem the Ancient Register of Mertan CoHege. 

A.D. 1484. On the last day of January, Afr. Hanwick took 
his corporal oath to obey and submit to the injunctioiis 
which the Warden and Senior Fellows should impose upon 
him for certain transgressions. There was a ooDSultatioo 
among the Warden and Senior Fellows what was the most 
suitable penalty to be inflicted, and, after some time, it was 
agreed to command the Senior Dean to enjoin upon the said 
bachelor, in the name of the said Warden and FeDowt, 
what had been already concluded on the subject Ibl. 18, e. 

1485, August 1. All the Fellows have decreed Ridiard 
Till to be unworthy of our bouse. IbL 21, a. 

1492, July 21. Richard Edmund has been again called 
before the Warden and six Seniors; and by the commoe 
consent of the Warden and Seniors the following seolenoe 
has been passed: That we, on account of his misdeeds 
sufficiently proved before us, do expel him, and declare Mm 
expelled for ever. fol. 96, a. 

1494, December 18. Mr. Ireland, it having been asoo^ 
tained by the Seniors that he excited an altercatioii, has 
lieen formally admonished, fol. IIS, e. 



EXTRACTS FROM MERTON COLLEGE REOIOTBIL 71 

■ 

1499, July 29. A general admonition has been iasaed 
that the decrees of the Seniors be observed ; and a mandata 
has been given to the Bursar, that he impose them upon the 
assembly of Masters ; and that the Deans do look to the 
maintenance of due order; and that in all things their 
judgments and commands be obeyed; and that any one 
contradicting them be punished at the discretioo of the 
Deans, fol. 119, c. 

1503, May 10. All the Fellows having been admonisbed 
by the Vice- Warden to assemble in the high hall for the 
election of fellows, certain of the Senior Masters, viz., Mr. 
Hill and Mr. Flower, in contempt of the authority of the 
Warden (whose duties in his absence were discharged by 
the Vice- Warden), to the no small detriment of the Statutes 
and customs of our house, &c. "Wherefore it is adjudged 
that they be summoned before the Vice- Warden and Fel- 
lows, that they may be severely punished to the terror of 
others, fol. 139, a. 

1506, August 8. Mr. Foster, Mr. Johnson, and Mr. 
Boyce have appeared before us in our chamber. By the 
advice of the Semors we have determined to refer the ad* 
judication of the matter to the older Fellows of the odlege, 
and we have enjoined the said three Masters, under pain of 
expulsion, &c. They shall stand remitted, by our grace 
and that of the Senior Masters, from perpetual expuliioiL 
By consent of the four Seniors the Lord Warden imposed the 
following injunctions on the said Masters, &c. Tie second 
injunction was, that the said Masters be expelled from the 
commons of the college till such time as the Warden and* 
Seniors shall otherwise determine, fol. 161, c. 

1507, July 19. Against Mr. Davidson, M.A. It baa 
been decreed by the Warden and Masters that he be sum- 
moned before the Warden or Vice- Warden, and the six or 
seven Senior Fellows. That a day be assigned to him to 
reply wherefore he shall not be expelled, fol. 171, a. 
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August 1. Tlie Warden and Seniors hare proceeded to 
look into the depositions, and first it has been decreed, Ac 
tol. 171. c 

1508, May 16. The Deans have, by the advice of the 
Seniors, according to the terms of the Statutes, ordered Mr. 
Wingan, M.A , that he do pay sixpence. foL 178, c 

1509. Mr. Goldney has been disobedient; wherefore the 
Vice- Warden, together with the Senior Masters Hill and 
Mowcn, and the Deans Paxwell and Knight, have enjoined 
Mr. Goldney that he do lose his commons for two weeks, 
fol. 203. 

Concerning Mr. Friendship, it has been determined that 
he appear before the Warden and Fellows on a certain day, 
to answer certain articles proposed by the Warden, or in 
his absence the Vice- Warden and the Senior Fellowa. 
fd. 209, a. 

1511. A certain Bachelor being accused, begged the 
Warden and his assistant Masters to treat him with cle* 
mency, and consult concerning the penalty they would 
impose; wherefore the Warden, with, consent of the 
as^mblcd. magistrates, hath enjoined the following penalty, 
&c. foL 208, b. 

July 23. To Mr. Norris, B.A., a letter has been sent, ia 
the name of the Warden and Fellows, to sammoo him to 
appear before the Fellows to answer certain artidea. 

September 30. Mr. Lorimer has been summoned to the 
bouse of the Warden, where, in the presence of the five 
Senior Fellows assisting the said Warden* he has begged 
that he may resign, and the Warden and Fellows have 
granted his petition. 

1512, April 6. It has been decreed by Master Warden 
and the Fellows that Mr. Hill shall have no commons in the 
college until the balance of his account he disdiarged. 

Four Junior Masters, Friendship, Norris, Pulko and 
Gold, have been rambling about the town, &c. ; and aa this 
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appears to the Seniors no light offence, by their adnoe the 
Vice- Warden has enjoined on the said four magistrates, 

&C. 

1533. December 3. Mr. Foster, M. A. has been summooed 
before the six Seniors to answer in a certain criminal cauae ; 
and, by consent of the said Seniors, Masters Pedill, Pur- 
vyar, and Smith have been appointed and deputed to come 
to a calm and final determination on the matter. 

1544, September 24. At the scrutiny upon Mr. GrisDoU, 
probationary fellow, were imposed certain penalties, whidi 
were referred to the Warden and seven Seniors to be de- 
termined ; and, January 24, it was determined by the 
Warden and Seniors that he should leave the college. 

1559, November 24. The cause of Mr. Bririon was taken 
into consideration by the Warden and Masters; and at 
length it was concluded, with the consent of all the Masterii 
tliat the whole cause, and the consequent penalty, be sob* 
mittcd to the sole discretion of the Lord Warden, in order 
that the Warden might of his own judgment expel Mr. 
Bririon if he thought good, 

1563, January 1. The Lord Warden, at a meeting of the 
Seniors, and with their consent, admonished Mr. Broke, under 
a penalty of exclusion from every benefice of the coD^e. 

July 23. The Lord Warden was engaged in the admis- 
sion of Bachelors ; and the votes of all being severally called 
for cunceming Mr. Spicer, he, being by consent of the 
majority deemed undeserving, has been expelled from the 
said society. 

April 5. Mr. Pott and Mr. Applebee appeared before 
the Warden and the six Seniors, and by the sentence of 
five of these being convicted of the crime of perjury, the 
Lord Warden, by force and according to the terms of the 
statutes, has expelled Mr. Pott and Mr. Applebee htaa 
the college 

1564, Jan. 1. It was concluded by the Seniors a^serobled 
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in the house of the Lord Warden, that Mr. Broke be ex- 
peUed for erer. 

1566, December 17. A diligent scrutiny haying been 
held about the situation of Mr. Jackson, we find that be baa 
not been counted among the Fellows of Merton. 

1567. In the scrutiny certain crimes were charged agunst 
some of the fellows ; but as they could neither be prored bj 
fitting witnesses, nor otherwise be clearly demonstrated to 
the auditors, the Seiuors did not think fit to impose any 
punishment. 

We have received letters from our Lord of Canterbury 
as follow :— 

To the Vice- Warden of Merton Collqp and the FeDows of 

the 



It is given me to understand that ye be about to eqnibe 
one of your fellows called Mr. T«atham, if any matter be 
proven against him, either of his oath to the Statutes, or^ 
&C. Then I must say unto you, let him stand to Us OfWB 
justification. 

Lambeth, Deer. 7, 1567. Matthew Ca h t kkwjb t. 

1568, December 19. The Lord Warden has proposed 
that Mr. Lloyd, M.A., be convicted, as being branded witk 
a public mark of disgrace, as guilty of incoPtJneBce^ and 
liable to punishment for breach of the Statute, and other 
more grievous crimes ; which being clearly and indubitaUy 
proved, he was convicted with one consent, and dedarsd 
most worthy of expulsion ; wherefore he was proooonoed to 
be expelled by the Lord Warden and the said sax Seniors 
assembled. 

1569, June 16. In a convocation of the Seniors bj As 
Lord Warden, a certain matter concenui^ Mr. Fle et wood, 
M.A., was discussed ; and hb conduct towards the FkiDcipal 
was proved intolerable, and, according to the statute, rsB- 
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dering him liable to expulsion; and as this was dearly 
shown, the Lord Warden with the nx assembled Senion 
pronounced him for ever expelled from the college. 

June 17. Mr. Fletcher was declared by the Lord WardeD 
and six Seniors assembled to be expelled, because, ftc.; and 
because his conduct towards the Warden was intolerable. 

1572. January 22. Mr. Fleetwood alleged that he had 
been expelled from the Society by the Warden and Semora 
assembled. 

1577, March 17. The Lord Warden prcmounoed Mr. 
Lcdsbam, M.A.. not to be a fellow, in which dedaon a ma- 
jority of eight Seniors concurred. 

1580, April 25. We have met, and it has been deter- 
mined and concluded by us, that Mr. Wilkes, M.A. (Us 
year of grace being now concluded), ought no longer to be 
looked upon as a fellow of the college ; and with the coosent 
of the Warden he is pronounced not to be a fellow. 

November 3. Mr. WHlkes has been expelled from the 
Society by the Lord Warden, with the consent of a majority 
of Seniors. 

1581. Dr. Srkley, then Warden, writing about lUs 
matter to my Lord of Canterbury, complains of the trouble 
of it to himself, the Sub-Wjarden, and Seniors, to whom the 
government of Merton College belongs. 

1588, August 1. It is determined by the Warden and 
Fellows that the right of fellowship shall cease in the persoo 
of Mr. Edwards, M.A. ; as he has completed a ftdl year ia 
the Society since the date of the sealing of his presentatioii 
to the rectory of Ipstoo. 

1590. The Seniors, having diligently inquired into the 
whole dispute, have decided that Mr. Carden be deprived 
of his commons ; likewise that Mr. Colmer be reprored. 
By consent of the Seniors it was commanded to Mr. Carden^ 
&c. 

1595. Tlie Vice- Warden and seven impartial Seniors 
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have come to an unanimous conclusion in the matter be- 
tween Mr. Colmer and Mr. Davie. 

1604, December 21. The Lord Warden and seven Se- 
niors have decreed that Mr. Gulston, M.A., be deprived of 
his commons and his other college situations for the space 
of ax weeks. 

1633, March 26. The Lord Warden, following the judg- 
ment of the Seniors present, pronounces that the year of 
grace of Mr Sellar, M A , is completed, and on that account 
that he is cut off from all emoluments of the bouse. 



Order concerning the Degree of Mailer of ArUt 1567. 
[From T^oDcr't MSS^ SSS. M. St.] 

An order taken by the most Reverend Father in God 
Matthew, Archbishop of Canterbury* £c., for the ap- 
peasing of certain controversies lately risen in Mertoo 
College in Oxford, between the Fellows of the same 
college, about the calling of certain bachelors, fellows of 
the said college, to the degree of Masters of Art, August 
27th, 1567, at Lambeth. 

First, it was ordered by the said most Reverend Father 
that before Saturday next coming, or at the farthest at the 
first coming home of the Vice- Warden of the said oollq^ey 
that the said Vice- Warden shall call the company of the 
fellows and scholars of the said college together, and before 
the same company so gathered shaD open and declare the 
calling of Mr. Tatam and Mr. Rome to the dq;ree of 
Masters made by the Vice-Warden and the consent of the 
five Si^niors, to be orderly and lawfully done, and so to be 
reputed and taken. • 

Item, the calling Mr. Fletcher, and Mr. Fleetwood, and 
Mr. Rowe made by Mr. Wanton and others by him die- 
orderly called, the said Mr. Wanton not being the 
then at home, to be void, and mil done in due order. 
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and meaning of the Statutes of the said colliege. Yet, 
theless, for the better quieting of such iDooovenieiices 
might arise by occasion of further wading in the said 
tentions, the said most Reverend Father hath further 
ordered that then and there the Vice- Warden and the five 
Seniors then at home present, shall proceed to the calling or 
election of the other three to be Masters, viz^ Mr. Fletcher, 
Mr. Fleetwood, and Mr. Rowe, which were before called 
(though disorderly) by the said 3Ir. Wanton and his ad- 
herents ; and for example's sake that the like be not attempted 
hereafter, the said most Reverend Father alloweth and 
approveth the punishment of the said Mr. Wanton for Ua 
said disorderly attempt, and enjoineth him to pay thereof 
six shillings and eightpence only. 

Item, the said most Reverend Father chargeth the said 
company hereafter to take such order, that always notice of 
all such elections and callings be publicly given at the 
common table in the time of the next meal before any such 
election by the Vice- Warden or the Senior being then 
present 

Item, as touching the controversy for seniority betweeo 
Mr. Latham, Mr. Williams, Mr. Lloyd, and Mr. Wliite- 
head, it is compromitted to Mr. Doctor Barnes, Mr. Hock- 
hill, and Mr. Marshall to be examined and ended by then 
within the space of three weeks now next ensuing. 



Members of Merion College, ▲.! 


>. 1612. 


[From Tumcr't MSa. 338, ^ sa.] 

Warden . .1 


Fellows . 


. 22 


Postmasters 


. 12 


Chaplains .... 
Commoners 


2 
. 15 


Poor Scholars . 


29 


Servants .... 


12 
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Concerning the Admiuion and Benefits of Postmaden. 

[From Tanocr'f MSa, 339, M. 101.] 

By an indenture tripartite bearing date the eleventh of July, 
A.D. 1614, between Jessop of Gillingham in the county of 
Dorset, Doctor of Physic, of the first part, the most Rere- 
rend Father in God George then Archbishop of Canterbury 
of the second part, and the Warden and Scholars of the 
House or College of Merton, in the University of Oxford, of 
the third part Whereby the said Thomas Jessop by hb 
deed indented bearing date the ninth day of the present 
month, gave and granted unto the said Warden and Scho- 
lars a yearly rent of 20/. issuing out of his lands and tene* 
ments and hereditaments in the parish of Radipool in the 
county of Dorset, to be disbursed by them in manner and 
form therein set down, yearly, weekly, and daily, for the 
better increase of the diet of the Postmasters of the said 
house of the foundation of John Wylliot^ And the 
Warden and Scholars of the said house allow and bestow 
yearly for them and their successors for ever, upon the said 
Postmasters and Scholars over and above thdr former 
allowances for the increase of their commons, the sum of 
4/. 3s. id. to be divided weekly and daily, as is expressed 
by a schedule to the said indenture annexed. It was cove* 
nanted and granted — 

1. Tliat no postmaster, after he is plaeed in the sud 
house or college, as one of Mr. John Wylliot*s foundatioii, dull 
be put from his place there within the space of five years 
next after his first admisrion in the same college to be a 
postmaster there, but upon some great misdemeanor to be 
examined and censured by the Warden of the same bouse or 
college, or by five of the Seniors of the FeDowsof the 
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house or college, or by the Warden with any two of the 8aid 
five Seniors, to be worthy of expulnoa. 

2. That if any Master or Fellow of the same college, bj 
whom any postmaster is admitted and receiveth the place 
of postmaster, shall happen to die, or leare the sud house, 
or be expelled for any misdemeanor, that then the next 
Master or Fellow of the same house in seniority that is to 
receive or shall have power to receive or take a poetmasteTt 
shall receive and take the postmaster who was before ad- 
mitted and received his place by means of such Master or 
Fellow, that in that sort died or otherwise left Ua said 
house, or was expelled the same ; and the same postmaster 
shall be continued in the same house or college as belbre, 
when his first Master was in a state to take or reodTe audi 
a postmaster. 

3. That if any Master of the same college, or any other ef 
the same college enabled to receive a postmaster fay the ordeis 
of the same college, shall within his yeare of gratuity there, 
or if any Master or Fellow enabled to receive a postmaster 
?rithin the said college shall, ?rithin one half year next 
before he shall travell beyond the seas, retain or take a 
postmaster within the time or times aforesaid, audi poet- 
master, after his said Master's determination of his year ef 
gratuity or departure to travel shall not be continued, aa 
the postmasters before-mentioned are limited to coptinne, 
but that it shall be lawfiil for every Master or Fellow en- 
abled to take a postmaster to make his dioioe, as finrmerly 
he or they have accustomed to do. 

To which you may add the conclusion of the orders ef 
Mr. Wylliot, which b as follows : — ** Tlie aforesaid Warden 
and Scholars shall refer to us and to our successors after ns^ 
in all questions concerning the power of increase, decrease, 
and alteration.** 
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Petition concerning tome Property , 1632. 

[From Taoner't BISS^ SS9, ftO. 105.] 

To the Kin^s most excellent Miueety. 

The humble petition of the Warden and Scholars of Merton 
College in the UniTcrsity of Oxford 

Most humbly sbeweth : that certain lands long since given 
to the said college, and hitherto concealed from us, upon a 
late d]MX)very seem to be in some fair possibility of re- 
covering. Now, because we doubt that we may not lawfully 
receive or hold them without your Majesty's gracious and 
princely favour, in enlarging those capacities in this kind, 
which your royal progenitors have bestowed upon us, 

Our humble petition is, that according to your Majesty's 
grace and clemency, which hath been always plentifully 
extended towards places of religion and learning, you would 
be graciously pleased to knit up all the favours of your 
royal progenitors in one joint confirmation of our andent 
and present possessions, and further to superadd some en* 
largement of mortmain, by which we may be made capable 
of those lands of which we now stand in some posriUlity ; 
and whatsoever else by pious benefactors shall be conferred 
upon us, within such bounds as your princely wisdome and 
clemency shall be pleased to limit unto us. And we shall 
always pray for your Majesty's long and happy rrign 



Antwer to the abooe PetiHom. 

[From Tknaer^f MSa, 3St» S4. lOS.] 

At the Court of Whitehall, the hut of DeeenAer, 1682. 

His Majesty, in his princely inclination to the good of aocb 
societies of religion and learning, b graciously pleased to 
grant the petitioners their desire, as well for confirmatioo of 
their ancient and present possessions as for an additioQ and 
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enlargement to them of a mortmain of two hundred pomids 
j)cr annum J for as the lands to be acquired by virtue of the 
said mortmain be held neither tn capiU nor in knigfatir 
service. To which pui|)ose Mr. Attorney General is t» 
advise with the Lord Bishop of London, Chancellor of the 
University of Oxford, if he shall find cause, and then te 
prepare a bill fit for his Majesty's signature^ containing a 
grant to the said Merton College, as well of confirmatioo of 
their ancient and present lands and possessions, at of a mori* 
main to acquire other lands to the value above mentioned, 
with such restrictions and reservations as are usuaL And 
for Mr. Attorney's so doing tliis shall be his suflBdent 
warrant. 

Francis Windsbaiikb. 



Ordinances of Archbishop Laud^ A.D. 1^40. 
(From Tanner^f MSSw p. 339.] 

William, by divine providence. Archbishop of Canterbury, 
Primate of all England, and Metropolitan, Chancellor of 
the University of Oxford. To the beloved in Christ, tte 
Warden, Fellows and Scholars of the College of Mertoa^ 
in the same university, greeting and grace. 

Whereas, in our visitation of your college lately boUea 
by our Commissioners, the Reverend Father in Christ, Jolm 
Lord Bishop of Oxford, Richard Bayley, D.D. Pk-endenft 
of the College of St. John the Baptist and Pro-Yioe-Chan* 
ccllor of the same university. Lord John Larobe, Dean of 
Arches, and principal officer of our solemn court at Canter-> 
bury, Gilbert Sheldon, D.D. Warden of the College of AH 
Souls, and Arthur Duck, LLD. Vicar-General of Aa 
Lord Bishop of London. There were by you prefeired* 
sworn upon the holy Gospels of God, various mutual coB- 
plaints of oflenccs committed against the statutes anl 
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ordinances of your college. Aod whereas, after diligent 
examination of the complaints and your oficnccs by our said 
Commissioners in your college ; it was found by them that 
the quarrels and controversies on yarious subjects, and 
through various causes lately carried on among you, princi- 
pally arose from the deficiency and brevity of the Statutes 
and Ordinances of your college, imposed by Walter de 
Merton, of pious memory, your founder, some centuries ago^ 
in which it was impossible for human forethought to provide 
for all contingencies which might thereafter occur. 

We therefore, in our character of visitor with which your 
founder endued us, have again particularly examined your 
complaints, and put an end to them. And for the purpose 
of settling your discords, and of establishing and ooo- 
firming the administration of your college, that you and 
your successors may piously and diligently attend to the 
establbhed prayers and studies, we have published these 
injunctions, ordinances, decrees, statutes, and declaratioos 
for you, which we do will and commaild to be perpetnaDy 
observed by you and your 



CHAPTBR 1. 

In the first place, we do determine, ordain, and eii|oiii 
that the Warden, Fellows, and Scholars of your ooDege be 
bound to attend Divine service in the chapel on all Sundays 
and feast days, and their reqiective eves, drcst in sorplicw 
and hoods, according to thdr degrees; and that soch 
Masters as have not passed two years since the period of 
taking their degrees, and all Bachelors and Sdiolars, be 
likewise bound to attend on all other days between the 
hours of five and six in the morning, but without snrpliocs, 
under the penalty of losing their commons for eadi day on 
which they shall happen to have been absent withoot lawfol 
hindrance. This penalty, however, is to be imposed, snbjed 
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to the approval of the Warden, or, in his abecnoe, of die 
Vice- Warden, if the absentees be Masters ; of the aeiuor 
resident Dean if they be Bachelors ; and of the Principal 
if they be Scholars ; but after the third offence it shall be 
at the discretion of the Warden, "Vloe- Warden, senior 
Dean, or Principal, as the case may be, to impose an addi- 
tional penalty on the delinquent And we will that die 
Warden, Fellows, and Scholars attend to Diyine serrice 
with respect and devotion, and bear themselves reverently 
as well during Divine service as when they enter and leave 
the chapel, and that the above-named penalty shall attend 
a breach of this injunction, and that during Divine service 
the Fellows and Scholars of your college shall occupy the 
chief places in the chapel, but that your brethren of St 
Alban*s Hall shall not be admitted into the choir of your 
chapel during Divine service, nor shall they be allowed to 
wear surplices and hoods according to thqir degrees, bat 
shall be bound to sit behind your Fellows and Scfaolan. 

CHAPTKR 2. 

Furthermore we do determine that disputations in theo- 
logy be held on one day in every week during the term, 
in which all the Doctors, and such Masters as have passeil two 
years from the period of taking their degree (excepting only 
Doctors in Civil Law and Medicine), shall be bound in turn 
to engage. But if the number of such Doctors and Mastera 
do not exceed eight, in that case these disputations shall 
only be held twice in each month ; and if there be but five, 
then only twice in the term. The above-mentioned obliga* 
tion, however, shall not at^^<^h on such Doctors or Masters 
as may be absent for the purpose of travel or in the die- 
charge of duties in the families of the nobility or odier 
grandees. Nevertheless, they shall be called upon to take 
their turn in the first disputation which shall occur after 
they come back to the college. And where any of the 

o 2 
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• 

Doctore or Masters shall hare failed to take his turn, we 
will that he be deprived of his commons for one or two 
weeks, according as his part in such disputation was that 
of respondent or opponent The Vice- Warden, or hia 
locum tencns, is to be the moderator of these disputations ; 
and ten pounds is to be paid to the Vice- Warden at the 
end of each year, from the common funds of the college, in 
remuneration of his services, with the deduction, howerer, 
of the sum of ten shillings for every occasion on which hia 
office of moderator was filled by another In his absence* 

CHAPTSa 8« 

Furthermore we do prescribe and ordain that disputa- 
tions in arts, according to the ancient and laudable cnttooi 
of your college, be diligently holden for the space of two 
hours at least, to be commenced before seven o'clock ; and 
the Deans shall be severally bound in turn to direct and 
regulate these disputations, under a penalty of lodng thdr 
commons for the space of one week, to be imposed by the 
Warden, or in his absence by the Vice- Warden or Ua 
locum tenens ; and no Dean shall be allowed to shorten the 
time appointed for these disputations, except for some lawful 
cause approved by the Warden, or in Ua absence by the 
Vice- Warden or his loeum Isneas. 



CHAPm 4. 

Furthermore we determine and enjoin that do Fdkm 
shall absent himself from the college for the space of mora 
than four months, either at once or at different times in eadi 
year, unless he show some lawful obstade to his fetideiioe» 
and the same be first approved by the WardeOp or in Ua 
absence by the Mcc- Warden and the five senior feudent 
Fellows, or the majority of them ; and that they shall not 
even absent themselves for four months without leave of the 
Warden, or in his absence of the Vice- Warden ; and diat 
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the Fellows 80 absenting thcmsclycs shall receive nether 
commons nor emoluments from the college during th^ period 
of their absence, excepting those to whom* leave has been 
given to travel in foreign parts by the Warden, or in his 
absence by the Vice-Warden and the five senior reddeni 
Fellows, or the majority of them. And in order that Ilia 
absence of the Fellows from the college may be more cer- 
tainly known, we direct that all Fellows who are about to 
leave the college be bound to enter the date of thdr de- 
parture from the college, and the date of their retora^ 
within three days after their return, in a book prepared tot 
that purpose, which book is to remain in the poesessioii of 
the Warden for the time being, or his locum tenem. 

CHAFTEK?. 

Furthermore, in order to maintain the andent discipline of 
the college, we enjoin that the Masters do not hold conrene 
with the Bachelors and Scholars within your collie, or ebe- 
where, within the University of Oxford, except in the chapel 
or common hall of your college, under the penalty of tlie 
loss of their commons on the first offence for one week, on tlie 
second for a fortnight, on the third for three weeks, and on 
the fourth offence under the penalty of perpetual expoldoo 
from the college, to be imposed by the Warden, or, in Ins 
absence, by the Vice- Warden* 

CHAPTER 6. 

« 

Furthermore, we will and decree, that none of the Fellows 
or Scholars do pass the night without the walls of the college 
and within the limits of the University of Oxford, under tlie 
penalty of the loss of his commons on the first oflence toir oat 
week, on the second for two weeks, on the third for three 
weeks, except he show some lawful ground for excuse, ap* 
proved by the Warden, or, in his absence, by the Vice* 
Warden, or his locum tcnens. But if any one be conidctcd a 
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fourth time of this same offence, we will that he be for erer 
expelled from your college. And we will that the gates of 
your college be closed and locked every night before half- 
paiit nine o'clock, and that the keys be pven to the 
Warden, or, in his absence, to the Vice- Warden, or his 

m 

CHAPTim 7. 

Furthermore, we do will and command, that all the Fel- 
lows and Scholars take their breakfast and dinner in the 
common hall of the college, and that those who take either 
of these meals elsewhere be deprived each time of one day's 
commons by the Warden, or, in his absence, by the Vice- 
Warden ; and that, in the absence of the Warden, the Vioe* 
Warden and Junior Chaplain take their meals in the commoQ 
haU at the expense of the Warden, as hitherto hath been 
observed, according to the ancient custom of your collq^ 
And we will that, during meals in hall, the Warden vod 
Fellows alone do sit at the inner ride of the table, and that 
they do rit separated according to dmr degrees, and at 110 
other tables than such as are set apart fot the reqwcdfe 
degrees. And if any one come mto hall during the meal— 
t. e. after grace is said (which act. if often repeated, is to be 
oonridered an offence and pumshed as such)— be diaU mi 
with the other Fellows of his degree, but take no preoedeooa 
of place, and the Chapbuns shall sit at thdr own sepaimlt 
taUe. 

CHAPTBS 8. 

Also, since it is advantageous to your ooUq^e that all 
leases and demises of your lands and possesrions be made 
when the greater part of the Fellows are present in ttm 
college and have a knowledge of them, we determine and 
decree that leases of the lands, manors, teiieBient% hnm^ 
rectories, appropriatioos, and other possessioos bdoii|^ la 
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your college, be in future granted twice only in eadi 
that is to say, within fourteen days after the Feast of tiM 
Annunciation of Saint Mary the Virgin, and after the fint 
day of August ; and that all leases be in fiiture made fer 
twenty-one years, and not otherwise. And we enjwi and 
urge upon the Warden and Fellows that they do as aooo as 
possible reduce to the period of twenty-one years all leases 
and remises heretofore granted, and that out of the monies 
which have been paid to your college on account of sodr 
leases or remises one half only shall go to the Warden and 
Fellows, and tlie other half shall be converted to the commoo 
uses of the college, unless for some wei^ty and necessary 
reasons some further distribution to the Wardens and Fd* 
lows sliall be permitted by us or our suooessora. 

CHAPTSa 9. 

Furthermore, since the number of the fellows of your 
college, and the time of their election, have not been pfe» 
scribed by your Founder; and since elections fat fisDows 
are but rarely held, and very many are elected at tfie sams 
time, and much inconvenience is, as we understand, dmi 
occasioned to the college, we ordain and decree Aakllis 
elections of Fellows be so ordered, that there be newer 
than twenty-four Fellows at one time, without the 
consent of us or our successors, nor more than six Bsdielots 
of Arts at one time remaining for the space of one year ; and 
that in one year not more than five or less than three FeDows 
be elected. Nevertheless, we do urge and enjoin Aak llis 
elections of the Fellows be held as frequently as the ii 
of the college will admit, so that by the perpetual 
cession of Bachelors and Fellows, the disputations and otfisr 
exercises may be held according to the ancient usage et 
your collie. 
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CHAPTER 10. 

Furthermore^ since it was ordered by your founder that 
the Fellows who might have obtained a richer benefice from 
your college should retire and be removed therefrom, but 
the interpretation of that expression *' richer" has been 
hitherto uncertain to those amongst you whom it oonoems, 
some being too indulgent and others too strict in its cod- 
strucUon against the Fellows who shall have obtained bene* 
fices of such sort, and that there may not be in future room 
for a demonstration of partiality or aversion, we determine 
and ordain that if any Fellow or Scholar shall obtain an in- 
heritance or secular fee, or annual pension, exceeding in 
value the emoluments which by the rules of the Society 
accrues annually to each of its Fellows, or if he shall reodve 
any ecclesiastical benefice with cure of souls, or any eode- 
aastical benefice without cure, of above the annual value of 
eight pounds in the King*s Book, we do declare him to have 
obtained a richer benefice in the sense intended in tfie above 
mentioned order, and that after the completion of one year 
from the time of his obtaining such benefice (unleM in the 
meantime he give up the benefice), he shall no loi^^ be 
considered a Fellow or Scholar (as the case may be) of the 
college, but become, ipso facto, a private man, and separated 
from the college, and the Fellows instituted and admitted to 
any ecclesiastical benefice by the presentation of the Warden 
and Fellows shall be bound to resign their stations as FeDowt 
of the college, and depart therefrom within one year frtNB 
the day on which the deed of presentation was sealed. 



IL 

Furthermore, as it was told us in our visitatioo that the 
accounts of your college, both those to be rendered at tiie 
end of each week, and tliose of the Bursar to be res- 
dered at the cud of each month, and the annual ^iyi?gnt at 
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the end of each year have been so long neglected, to Ilia 
great damage and detriment of your college, we detemuiie 
and ordain that the weekly account be rendered on erery 
Friday, between the hours of one and five in the after- 
noon, or on the Sunday, between the hours of one and 
four ; and the monthly account of each Bursar within the 
month preceding the end. of each quarter; and that tlia 
annual or final accoimt of each year be rendered and looked 
into between the first day of September and the seyentfa day 
of November in each year, under the penalty of the loss of 
commons, both to those who, according to the statutes and 
customs of your college, are bound to render the aaid 
accounts, and those who are bound to require and take the 
same, unless there be any obstacle from disease or ill beaUh 
approved by the Warden, or in his absence ; any que8tiol^ 
however, about the absence of the Warden from the aiqier- 
vision of the accounts we expressly reserve to ourselves and 
our successors. 

CHAPTBR 12. 

Furthermore, since by the statutes of your college^ llie 
Bursars are bound to receive the rents of the lands and otfier 
incomes of the college, the Vice- Warden being iritneas^ we 
enjoin and command, in order to ensure the safety of llie 
eame, that the public chest, in accordance with the anciefll 
usage of the college, be furnished with two locks within tiM 
month, and one key shall be in the charge of the Bursar dnr^ 
ing the continuance of his office, and the other in that of the 
senior Fellow, who b not Vice- Warden for that year ; and 
all the incomes and other receipts of the college shall be pal 
by and kept in the same chest until they exceed the sum of 
100/., and then these monies shall be removed into your 
treasury, and we will that any Bursar who may transgress in 
this particular shall be removed from office by the Warden, 
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or, in his absence, by the Vice- Warden and six senior Fel- 
lows then present in the college. 

CHAPTEB 13. 

In order that there may be a more certain account of yonr 
timber and woods than has been kept hitherto, we command 
that within two months a book be furnished and kept in the 
treasury, wherein shall be entered every sale, the quantity 
sold, the number of trees, the price, the day of payment, the 
conditions of sale, together with the disbursementa and ex- 
penses connected with it ; and, further, that all and singular 
the Fellows or Fellow sent to any sale, do within ten days 
after his return to the college publicly declare all these pre- 
mises in the presence of the Warden, or, in his absence, of 
the Vice- Warden, or his locum taiens and the Fellows, and 
do describe the same in the said book, in presence of the 
Warden or Vice- Warden and the Bursars, under the penalty 
of the loss of commons for one year ; and we irill that once 
in every year, at a general account, all that has happened 
concerning the premises within the year be audited and ex- 



CHAPTBE 14. 

Furthermore, as many are engaged in transacting and 
looking to the business of the college, we ordain that no one 
shall continue in the office of Vice- Warden beyond the term 
of one year, or be re-elected to the same within the full term 
of five years since last he filled it. 

CHAPXBR 15. 

Furthermore, once the registers, charts, indentures, bonds, 
court rolls, accounts, and other writings and muniments re- 
lating to the manors, messuages, and other property of your 
college, have been hitherto dispersed ; and some have re- 
mained in the pussesdon of the Warden, some of the Vice- 
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Warden, and of other persons, and not in public costody ; 
whence your college may oftentime suffer loss, and ultimatdy 
come to ruin, we desire that all the said wridngs and muni- 
ments, within one year next following the publicaticm of these 
injunctions, be placed by the Warden, Vice-Warden, and 
Bursars, in your treasury, reduced into order and regularitjTt 
and an inventory of them drawn up in a book to be prepared 
for that purpose ; and as often as any writing for the paUie 
use of the college be taken therefrom, he who takes the said 
writing shall testify the same by signature under his band in 
the said book, in presence of the Warden, or, in his absence^ 
of the \nce- Warden and the Bursars ; and he shall be boond 
11(1 thin a month after the completion of the business for wludi 
the same was taken out, to replace the same into the treasury. 
And we will that, within two days after the end of each 
year and the final account, the Warden, or, in bis absence^ 
the Vice- Warden, the Bursars, and five seniors, do strictly 
inspect the said book, whether any of the said writings be 
missing, under the penalty for a Fellow of the loss of com* 
mons for the space of six months ; but the Warden diaU be 
treated at the discretion of us and of our successors. 

CHAPTER 16* 

Furthermore, we do enjoin to the Fellows and Scbdars 
that they do not wear slashed dresses, nor of any other colour 
than black or grey, nor wide collars extending over Ihdr 
shoulders, nor boots under their robes, and that they do nd 
curl or crisp their hair, but always walk about in a niodeil» 
decent, and clerical habit, under the penalty of the loss of 
commons on the first offence for one week, on the second for 
a fortnight, on the third for three weeks, to be imposed by 
the Warden, or, in his absence, by the Vice- Warden ; bat if 
they persist in the offence a fourth time, we will that tbey be 
removed firom the college for ever. 
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CHAPTEE 17* 

Furthermore, we enjoin and command, that all Fellows 
and Scholars, in the common hall or elsewhere in the college, 
converse in Latin, except at assemblies convoked by the 
Warden, and, in his absence, the Vice- Warden and a Fellow, 
in which college business and causes are to be discussed. 

CHAPTER 18. 

Furthermore, in order to preserve temperance in living 
among the Fellows and Scholars, we command that in future 
they drink only single cups, and that no double flagons be 
used in the collie. 

CHAPTER 19. 

Furthermore, since many Fellows of your college have 
brought complaints to us, in our visitation, of the heavy ex- 
pense and biu*den to the college caused by the preparing and 
furnishing a house in London for the use of the Warden and 
Fellows ; to cut off these expenses firom the college, we decree, 
that two chambers only in any house or hostelry in London, 
be hired and furnished at the expense of the college for the 
Warden, one Fellow, and their servants, so often as they are 
required to stay in London, for the need and advantage of 
the college, and for transacting its business. 

CHAPTER 20. 

Furthermore, dnce Richard Ejuj^dey, Esquire, lately 
gave and confirmed 10/. annually to your college, for found- 
ing a theolo^cal lecture by one of your Fellows at certain 
times, and on certain conditions by him declared, we, in order 
to advance theological study among the Fellows, do ordain 
that the said lecture be for ever henceforth pven in the 
Latin, and not in the English tongue. 
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CHAPTER 21. 

Furthermore, since the monies placed in the chest bj 
Thomas Bodley and Reade, for the use of your Fellow% 
have been lost or diminished by the carelessness of those to' 
whom was committed the trust of them for the purposes of 
loan or exchange, we ordain that in the meantime, whOe it 
is being discovered by whose fault the said mooies'are 
missing, and from whom they are to be required, the lose ca 
of each chest shall be made up out of the public treasury of 
the college. And if the Warden do not take care that withia 
a year from this date these monies be required from and re- 
psdd by those who owe them either in their own name or 
another's, he himself shall be bound to make them good to 
the college. Further, we command, that henceforth, as often 
as any monies shall be lent out of the said chests, it shall be 
done at the personal risk of the keepers of the chests, wlio 
shall restore the said monies, if those receiving the loan fidl 
to do so, since through their m^ans, by giving pledget and 
sureties, similar losses may in future be incurred. 

CHAPTER 22. 

Furthermore, in order to incite your Scholars to the stiid^ 
of letters, we enjoin on the Warden and Fellows that m llio 
election of Fellows regard be paid to the first and best 
scholars of your own college, and that they be chosen in pre- 
ference to others where the merit of the candidates is eqnaL 
But the election of postmasters on Wylliott*s foundation diall 
be made according to the ordinance of the founder, by Ibo 
Warden, the distributor, and three others, simple Fellows of 
the college who happen to be present at the time of the eloo* 
tion ; and the same rule we will to be observed in the election 
or nomination of Common Portionists, formerly called Coni* 
moncrs, in the nomination and election of whom the Pria* 
cipal shall assume no further right than the other electors | 
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bat if it 80 happen that the Principal at the time of the elec- 
tion be one of the three senior Fellows, he shall not have 
two votes, one for the title of Principal, the other for that of 
senior Fellow, but the next in seniority shall be called on to 
Vote in his room ; no Postmaster, however, shall retain bis 
ntnation after he receive grace in the University to become 
Bachelor of Arts, but by that very act shall be deemed to 
have forfeited his situation, and another shall be immediately 
chosen in his room : and we further command that the Scholar- 
ships be conferred gratis, without any bribe or reward ; and 
if any Fellow receive, directly or indirectly, reward or pro- 
mise of reward, for obtaining the election of a Scholar, or for 
pleading his cause in the assembly of electors, we will that 
he be removed firom the college, and held to be no longer a 
Fellow of the same. 

CHAPTER 23. 

Furthermore, we enjoin and command that the statutes of 
your Founder be written in three books, of which one shall be 
in the possesdon of the Warden, another in that of the Vice- 
Warden, or his hcum tenens^ and the third shaU be kept 
diained in the college library for the public use of the Fd- 
lows ; and we will that the whole of these injunctions be 
written down in these books within the space of three mouths. 

CHAPTER 21. 

Furthermore, in order that the statutes of your Founder 
and these our injunctions be more fully and certainly under- 
stood by the Fellows of your college, we ordain and will that 
the Warden, or, in his absence, the Vice-Warden and the 
Fellows, do assemble thrice in each year in the hall of the 
college after the admonition of the three daj'S, at the times 
mentioned in your statutes — namely, once within eight days 
before Christmas, again within eight da^'s before Easter, and 
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a third time at the Feast of St. Margaret, and that befbn 
them the statutes of your Founder, according to his ordinanoe, 
be read through ; and at the same time, immediately after 
the reading of your statutes, that these our injunctioiiB be 
read, so that the whole be read through together three 
several times ; and we enjoin to each of the Fellows and tbe 
Scholars that they be present during the whole time of tbe 
said readings, under the penalty of the loss of commons tot 
one week, to be imposed by the Warden, or, in Ids absence^ 
by the Vice- Warden or his locum tenem. 

CHAPTER 25. 

Furthermore, we determine and ordain, that erery year 
at the feast of St Peter the Prisoner, when it is the cnstom 
to elect officials, or, at any rate, within three days after tbe 
said election, the Warden, Vice- Warden, Seniors, Dean, and 
Bursars shall visit every chamber in the college to see whe- 
ther the buildings be in good repair ; and if any damage 
shall have happened to the chamber by the fault or nq^ 
gence of the occupier, they shall cause him to make it good. 
And if there be in tlie chambers any furniture whidi either 
belongs to the college, or is held by way of pledge for money 
lent out of either the Bodleian or Readian chest, tbe Vioe- 
Warden shall cause it to be noted down in the register b»> 
longing to such chest, that there may be m each year aa 
estimation as to whether the pledge be equivalent to the mam 
for which it is security. 

CHAPTER 26. 

Lastly, to avoid any discord or contradiction between die 
injunctions of our predecessors, and the ordinances gpven by 
the Wardens and Seniors, and our own injunctions and or£* 
nances, wc declare and ordain by these our injunctions that 
those injunctions and ordinances, so far as tboy be repugnant 
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to these presents, and not otherwise, be repealed, and we do 
hereby repeal them. 

In witness whereof we have caused our archicpiscopal seal 
to be attached to these presents. 

Given at our Palace of Lambeth, on the 9th day of May, 
A.D. 1640, and the 7th year of our translatioii. 

In the presence of Sir Nathaniel Brent, Knt D.C.II9 
Warden of the said college, our Vicar-General in spi- 
ritual matters, and Municipal Official, Paul Turner, M.D. 
Vice- Warden, Nicholas Howson, M.A. senior Dean, and 
Richard Nevill, M.A. senior Bursar, Fellows of the said 
college. 



Note on the Statutes of Merton College by ArehtMop Sam^ 

crojt* 

fProm Tknnei^s MSS., HoL $7.1 

The Founder made these Statutes and agned them, a.d. 
1274, and died Bp. of Bochcster, a.d. 1278. The King, 
Edward I. added his Seal to the Founder*s for confirmation, 
Aug. A-D. 1274. Bishop Peckham, by his ordinances and 
injunctions^ interpreted the whole body of these Statutes, 
charging the Warden and Fellows and their successors 
inviolably to observe the said Statutes so interpreted ; whidi 
ordinance under his seal was made A.D. 1286, in the 6tfa 
year of his Consecration, and remains in the College amongst 
their evidences, and is also recorded in his Register, fol. 236. 
All this is agdn confirmed by Abp. Parker and four other 
Commissioners joined with him by an injunction dated 
Eliz. 10, extant in Parker's Register, p. 269, provided that 
all Statutes and all injunctions made nnce the Statutes, con- 
trary to the word of God, the state of religion then esta- 
blished, or to the laws of the land, should be utterly void. 

W.C- 
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Particulars of a Dispute conreminy the Election ^ 

[Prom MSS^ Tumo; 339.] 

A Signification of the Proceedings of Sr Thomas Claytoo 
the Warden, and the Fellows of Merlon CoHege in OxoOt 
in the Election of Fellows there begun August.tbe seoondy 
Anno Domini 1679, humbly submitted to the cognizanoe 
and wise consideration of the most Reverend Father in 
God, William Lord Archbishop of Canterbury, his Grace 
the Venerable Patron and Visitor of the said Collie. 

1. At a meeting of the Warden and fourteen Fenowi the 
day above said, it was first proposed and debated, wbal 
number of Fellows to be chosen, the College bU)A wooM 
bear : and thereon it was agreed and resolved by die said 
Warden and Company (except one or two of the FeIIowt)| 
that the College might well enough bear rix to be added to 
our present number. After this vote was passed, the junior 
Fellow being dismissed, the AVarden and thirteen proceeded 
to the election, and by a majority of votes five were cfaoMO 
out of the seventeen candidates. 

2. Here Mr. Warden made a stand, and (after some not 
very material exceptions suggested, but not proved, against 
one of the candidates, whom the majority of the electoiB 
seemed inclinable to, as one of the most deserving, Ae.) 
declared that ** he would not propose that persoo at all, 
and unless the Fellows would engage to choose one of die 
two he should propose next, he would propose no more.** 
But the condition of being tied to take one of those which 
Mr. Warden should propose seemed so hard, and appa- 
rently destructive of the Fellows* liberty in the election, that 
they could not yield to it. 

3. lliercfore, Mr. Warden (although he was earnestly 
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entreated to go on, as he had done before) peremptorily 
refused to proceed in the election ; and so rose up and dia- 
solved the meeting. 

4. On Wednesdayi August the sixth, at nine in the morn- 
ing, the Warden and ten of the FeilowB« viz. Mr. Wright 
the Sub-warden, Dr. Alvey, Mr. Bernard, Mr. Massey, 
Mr. Conant, Mr. Cardonel, Mr. Edwardes, Mr. Jarman, 
Mr. Prince, and Mr. Sdater, met in the lodgings, when 
after a lease and other things were dispatched, Mr. Warden 
asked if we had anything else to propose in this meeting. 
To which the Subwarden replied, that the election was yet 
unfinished, and therefore intreated him to proceed to the 
finishing of it His answer was, ** That if the Fellows would 
observe that way of electing which be had proposed to them, 
he would proceed, but else he would not And if they did 
not like that way, they might take their course.'* To this 
the Subwarden replied, that ^ he hoped he would not take it 
ill, if we took that course which our Founder directs in thb 
case ; " and therefore desired that the Statutes might be con- 
sulted. So the book was brought forth, and the twenty- 
fifth chapter openly read (viz. so much as concerns the pre- 
sent case), which runs thus — 

[HerefoOom Chapter 25 of the Sututes *< Of mcreadng 
the number of Scholars,*' ante, p. 29]. 

6. After the reading the Statute, Mr. Warden was again 
asked what he was pleased to do ; he answering in like 
manner as before, the Subwarden told him, that if he per- 
osted in that resolution he must do his duty (thou^ unwill- 
ingly), and put the Statute in execution. To which Mr. 
Warden replied, '* What I you intend then to admonish me, 
do you V* The Subwarden answered, ^ That he could do 
no less :" so he bidding him do it if he pleased, he did in 
the name of the seniors pve the said Warden his. first ad- 
monition, to proceed to finish the dectioo. 



V 
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7. On Friday, August the eighth, after the space of tw« 
days, the Subwarden, with eight seniors, vix. Dr. Alwejf 
Mr. Bernard, Mr. Massey, ^Mr. Cardonel, Mr. Edwardea^ 
Mr. Jarman, and Mr. Prince, waited on Mr. Warden agun, 
to desire him to proceed to finish the election. His answer 
then was, that he was not fully satisfied that the estate of 
the House would bear a greater number of Fellows, and 
that therefore he would not proceed to any further electioiu 
^Vhich answer being superseded by the fbrementioned de-> 
cree of the said Warden and Fellows for the cboodng uXp 
and therefore not at aU satisfactory to the seniors present, 
the Subwarden (by their advice and consent) gaye Mr. 
Warden his second admonition, to proceed to finish the 
election. 

8. August eleventh. The Subwarden, with eight semotB, 
Mr. Whitehall, Mr. Bernard, Mr. [Massey, Mr. Cooant, 
Mr. Cardonel, Mr. Edwardes, Mr. Jarman, and Mr. Prince^ 
waited on Mr. Warden the third time, to know his pleasure 
concerning the aforesaid business of the election, to whoHi 
he gave this answer : ** I do not know, nor believe, that the 
faculties of the College will bear a greater number yet| 
and therefore I shall not proceed to this election till I be 
satisfied that the College can bear one more.** But neither 
was thb answer satisfactory to the seniors then present* and 
therefore the Subwarden (first askitig Mr. Warden whether 
this were his last resolution, and being answered by him that 
it was his last), by the seniors* advice and consent, proceeded 
to give the said Warden his third and last admooitioOi It 
finish the election. 

We, the Subwarden and Fellows of Merton College afi»e«^ 
said, your Grace's most dutiful and devoted sons, in obedieooe 
to our good Founder's Statutes, do humbly agnify and pre«- 
scnt the premises to your Grace's cognizance and most pni^ 
dent consideration ; and in witness to the truth of the same^ 

H 2 
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we have hereunto subscribed our names, this thirteenth day 
of August, Anno Domini 1679. 

Nath. Wright, Subwarden. 

WiLUAH Bernard, Bursar. 

John Masset, Sen. Dean. 

John Edwardes, M.A. 

Robert Jarman, M.A. 

Thomas Prince, M.A. 

To the most Reverend Father in God^ ffiUiam Lard Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury, his Grace, Primate, and Metro^ 
politan of all England, our most honoured Patron and 
Visitor. 

The humble Petition of Sir Thomas Clayton, Knt, 
the Warden, and Fellows of Merton College, in Ox- 
ford, humbly sheweth, that — 

Whereas there have often been and now are, difierenoes 
between the said Warden and Fellows concerning the elec- 
tion of Fellows, and what voice the Warden haih in such 
elections, and what is to be the manner and way of proceed- 
ing in them : And whereas it is also denied by the Fellows 
that the Warden hath power by the Statutes, without the 
consent of the seven seniors, to punish any Fellow: 

We do therefore humbly and jointiy petition and beseedi 
your Grace, for the ending all present differences, and pre- 
venting the like for the future, that we may hereafter live 
in peace and quietness as we ought to do : that your Graioe 
will be pleased to have the patience to hear what shall be 
alleged on both sides, and thereupon according to your 
Grace's wisdom and justice, so to expound those places in 
our Statutes from whence the aforementioned differences 
do and have risen (viz. Cap. 14, 15, 16, and 17> a copy of 
which Statutes is hereunto annexed), that for the time to 
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come, all persons concerned therein may know their duty, 
and conform themselves accordingly. And when we shall 
understand your Grace's will and pleasure for the time and 
manner of our attending your Grace about it, we shall 
accordingly wait on your Grace, and always pray fer the 
continuance and increase of your Grace's honour and hap* 
piness in all kinds. 

Thos. Clayton, Warden. 

R. Whitehall, Semor Fellow. 

Jo. CONANT. 

W. DB Cardonbl. 

E. SCLATEK. 
Wm . GOLDBT. 

[Here follaws Chapter 14 of the Statutes *^ Of the Bi- 
sons for the Removal and Expulsion of a Fellow from the 
College," and also Chapter 17, "Of Elections.'^ 

A Narrative of the Proceedings of Sir ThomoM Claytomt At 
Warden of Merton CoUege in Oxford^ againtt Mr. WU^ 
Ham Bernard^ one of the Senior Fellows of the said CoOege^ 
at a Meeting of the said Warden and Fellows in the Lcdg^ 
ings, October the 23rd; 1679. 

After the proposal of a. lease, and setting the fine faj the 
whole company, the said Warden dismissed all but the 
seven seniors, viz., Mr. Wright, Subwarden, Mr. Whitehall, 
Mr. Bernard, Mr. Massey, Mr. Conant, Mr. Cardoody 
Mr. Edwardes : and then began to question Mr. Beniaitl 
for going out of town August the fourteenth last past, with- 
out his leave, and in contempt to his authority ; whereas he 
went according to the Founder's express order, to 
to his Grace the Lord Archbishop of Canterbury the 
plaint and petition of the Subwarden and Fellows against 
the said Warden, upon occasion of his hindering the eleo- 
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doD of FellcwB begun August 2nd, and not yet finished. 
Mr. WardeD required the said Mr. Bernard to acknowledge 
his &ult, and to ask pardon for his contempt. To which 
Mr. Bernard replied, that if he were in any fault he was 
sorry for it, md asked his pardon : but he denied any con- 
tempt of his to Mr. Warden ; alleging first, that Mr. War- 
den had often publicly declared that he did not expect that 
the Fellows should ask leave like school-boys, but only come 
to acquaint LIm with their going out of town. Secondly, 
that he was at his lodging the night before he went, to 
acquaint him therewith. Thirdly, that being not then ad- 
mitted, upoD nodce given by his footboy, that he would 
speak with Hm before he went, he did knock in the mora- 
ing at the lolgings, just before he took coach, but could 
have no admhtance. Fourthly, when Mr. Warden produced 
a paper under the hand of his footboy, to prove his said 
allegation, 3Ir. Bernard afiirmed that the matter thereof 
was false, an! offered to produce good evidence that the 
said boy had owned that he did not know what it was that 
he had setlm hand to. This notwithstanding, Mr.Warden, 
without askicg the vote of any one of the said seniors, pro- 
ceeded against the said Mr. Bernard in these words :** Snoe 
the Statute says, Tliat no man shall enjoy any benefit of his 
place whatsoever, longer than he carries himself obediently 
and humbly, I do, by virtue of this Statute, in the presenoe 
of the seven seniors, suspend you by my own authority, from 
all profits of the house for this next fortnight** And after^ 
wards he also admonished the said Mr. Bernard for con- 
temptuous aid intolerable carriage^ without pving any good 
evidence of that his charge, or asking the consent id the 
seniors concerning the same. We, therefore, whose names 
are underwriiten, being much grieved to see such arbitraiy, 
and (as we humbly conceive) unstatutable proceedings of 
him the sud Warden against the said Mr. Bernard; and 
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feariDg lest we, or any other of our SoAety nught in like 
manner suffer upon any light or &lse suggestion (ft sudi a 
power were permitted to Mr. Warden), did protest againsk 
the aforesaid pretended suspension, and do here testify the 
truth of the premises, the day and year above written. 

Natb. WniGHTy Snbwardea. 
John MabseYp Sen. Dean. 
John Edwabdeq, M.A« 



To the most Reverend Father in God Jfilliam, by Dhatm 
Providence Lord Archbishop of Canierbury, his Grace ii§ 
most honoured Lord and PatroiL 

The humble Petition of the Subwarden and FeUowe 
of Merton College, in Oxford, showeth-^ 
That whereas it is appointed by the Founder of bleved 
memory (in the thirty-first and thirty-second of his Statntes ; 
that in cases of grievance arising from the undue proceed- 
ings of the Warden of the said College, which cannot eadty 
be redressed at home, we should make our applicatioo to 
your Grace, as the Patron fiilly empowered to p?e lefief 
to the party suffering, and punish the offender at your pleft» 
sure. And whereas, William Bernard, M A^ and one ef 
the senior Fellows of the CoUege, was on Thursday the 
twenty-third instant of this October, a.d. 1679, adjudged 
to be suspended from all profits of the house for the qieee 
of a fortnight by the sole authority of Sr Thomas Claytaa 
the Warden, without his so much as asking the votes of the 
seven seniors, whose concurrence we conceive neoessaiy to 
the statutable suspension of a Fellow, and that for no odMr 
cause alleged, or at the least proved against the said Wil- 
liam Bernard, but only this : that without leave of him the 
said Warden, he had gone out of town at that time^ 
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in obscrTance of express Statute (Chapter 25), be went to 
present our petition and eompl^t to yoor Grace, con* 
earning his the said Warden's hindering the election of 
Fellows: notwithstanding that he had often publicly de- 
clared, that he did not desire the Fellows to ask his leave 
for their going out of town ; nor did he at the time of the 
said pretended suspension, allege, any statute, decree, or 
custom for so doing. 

Wherefore your Grace's humble petitioners, being not 
only sensible of the injury done to the said William Ber- 
nard, in that undue depriving him of the profits of his fel- 
lowship, and like^vise to the seniors, by excluding their votes 
in the execution of penal statutes, but also apprehending 
the great disquiet and damage which may very likely be* 
fall the whole College, if such arbitrary power should be 
admitted to him the said Warden ; we do most humbly 
beseech your Grace, as Patron and Visitor of the College, 
to take the premises into your most wise and compasuonate 
consideration, and as you shall see cause, to reverse the 
said sentence of suspension, and to give such order in this 
case, as to your grave judgment may seem most efiectual 
to secure us in the due observance of our pious Founder's 
Statute against any vexatious and unjust proceedings of the 
Warden in this kind. 

And your petitioners shall humbly pray, Ac 

Nath. Wright, Subwarden. 
Will. Bernard, M.A. 
John Masset, Sen. Dean. 
John Edwardbs, M.A. 
Tho. Alvet, M.D» 
Rob. Jarman, M.A. 
Tho. Prince, Dean. 
Charles Wrouguton, M.A. 



A 



CONCERNING THE ELECTION OF FELLOWS. • 106 

Tlie Ansiter of Sir ThomoM Clayton, jKitf^ ami TFardm ^ 
MeHon College in Oxford^ to the PeOtum of William B€r^ 

nard^ALA.f and some others of the F*eOaw$ of the $aidColhg9» 
presented to his Grace JViUiam by Divine Promdemoe 
Arclibishop of Canterbury, and Visitor of MerUm CoOeye. 

The Warden doth acknowledge that he did at the time 
named in the petition, charge the said Mr. Bernard br 
going out of the said University without his leave and ia 
contempt of his authority, and after evident proof thereof 
(which will appear upon oath if it he required), suspend tlie 
said Mr. Bernard for a fortnight by his sole autbcurityy aol 
being, as he conceiveth, obliged by the Statutes to ask the 
consent of the seven seniors, who are by the same Statutes 
made only assessors to the Warden. 

Whereas it is alleged in the petition that the Wardea 
did suspend him for no other cause, but only fer his going 
forth of town without his leave : The Warden saitii he fid 
not only go without his leave, but in a oontemptuons wwj^ 
after the Warden had required him to oome again aal 
speak with him before he went; to wUdi he rqified, he 
could not speak with him before he went, nor oome to lam ; 
and accordingly neither did come nor send to the Wardea 
afterwards, but went out of town the next mormng. 

The Warden did not then know that he went about any 
College business, neither doth he yet believe, nndi leas 
know, that he was in any Collegiate way improved by it 

That whereas it is alleged in the petition that the WafdeB, 
at the time of hb suspending Mr. Bernard, did neitiier show 
statute, decree, or custom, for his so doing : Hie Waidea 
affirmeth, and is ready to prove it, that he did allege hott 
statute and decrees for it, and particularly then 
what they were ; yet Mr. Bernard slighted them, and 
boldly asked the Warden wtx^tlier be would and (to my 
remembrance) dun»t say those decrees made by Canfinal 
Pole and Archbishop Laud were of any force and vaUditr. 
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The Warden is also ready to proTc that he hath done 
nothing' in this whole matter but what he hath frequent 
precedents for in several Wardens' times, as he is ready to 
make appear out of the College register-book ; and nerer 
any exception was taken before, that I know o^ against any 
Warden for so proceeding. 



Letter from Sir Thomas Clayton, Warden qf Mertcn Cot' 
lege, to the Archbishop of Canterbury. 

Mt Lord, — ^I did by the last post send up my answer to 
Mr. Bernard's petition, enclosed in a letter to Dr. Tumbulli 
desiring him to present it to your Grace with my most humble 
duty and service, which I hope your Grace haih vouchsafed 
to receive : though I think there was a great omission in 
not subscribing it, and the occasion whereof I have ao- 
quiunted Dr. Turnbull with, and for which I humbly beg 
your Grace's pardon. What else will be incumbent on me 
to do I know not till I understand in what way they proceed, 
which I am yet a stranger to. But yet, as I very much de- 
sire it, so I cannot but hope that from those two differences 
which are now between me and the fellows, and are or will 
come suddenly before your Grace, as our proper, and indeed 
only judge, you will see cause so to explain those statutes 
from whence they take their rise, that the like may be pre- 
vented for the future, and we restored to peace and unity 
again, so much desired by me, that I think my life very 
uncomfortable without it, and which under God I shall ever 
ascribe to your Grace's wisdom and justice, and very hear- 
tily pray for your health and prosperity in all kinds, as the 
duty and obligation of 

My Lordt 

Your Grace's most obliged, obedient, 
Humble servant, 

Tuos. Clayton. 
MeHon CoOtge^ Jan. Ibth, 1679-80. 
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Question whether the Statute ofMerton CoOege doih 
the Warden to claim a negative Voice in the Election of 
FelloiDs; or^ admitting that it doth, whether it be not tahem 
away by the Statute of 33 Henry VIIL e. 27. 

Whether the Statute doth operate in the case in qnesiioii 
I will not determine, because I think the same may be de* 
tcnnined without the help of the Statute ; far I think there 
being a power of election given to the Warden and Felknr^ 
the Warden hath no more a negative voice upon the FeIlow% 
than any one of the Fellows hath upon the Warden and the 
rest And even by the Common Law, wheresoever a tfaing 
18 appointed to be done by a certun number congregated, 
the assent or voices of the greater number do make it the 
assent of the whole number. Also I think it by the com* 
mon practice of all the corporations of England, as in Deaae 
and Chapters, &c., in making leases, the opposition of the 
dean or other head is never held to be an obstmctioii to 
their acts. And it cannot be reason to give the Warden a 
negative voice unless the express words of the FoundalioB 
or local Statutes had so given it him. And I think Ihii 
case the stronger, for that the corporation is Domus ScbcH 
larium de Mcrton, and the Warden not so mndi as ex- 
pressed within the name of corporation ; so that though lia 
be a chief officer, he cannot in tins case so properly be called 
the head. The later clause, that the Warden and six Fd* 
lows might choose, do only show the Statute intended Im 
a double voice ; but that is far firom implying he dwnld 
have a negative. 

W.Joini. 
Jpril 2^, 1680. 

The Statute of 33 Hen. VIII. is doubtfully penned. For 
though it mentions only thus much, that by the Commoo 
Law the elections, grants, &c., of the head and major pari 
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of the electors were good against tie lesser part dissenting, 
whence it might be inferred that £ie head must be one of 
the major part to bind the lesser part : yet it seems to me 
that by the Common Law the mijority of the electors, 
though the head were none of thent bound the lesser num- 
ber, though the head was one of tLem. For the role was, 
ubi majcr pars ibi tola. And so I conceive the election in 
question being by the major part of 'ihe Fellows is good, and 
binds the minor part though the Warden be one of them, 
and that this Statute in effect takes iway the negative voice 
of the Warden in this case. And I take it that ihb way 
holds, and always did in all election!, grants, &c^ by mayor 
and aldermen, or like corporations, where the elections and 
grants were always good that had &e majority of electors ; 
though the mayor or the head wijb the minor part dis- 
sented. 

Edward Wabd. 

I think this Statute, 33 Henry VIII.« is something darkly 
penned ; but it seems to me that die intent of it was to 
make all elections in colleges to go ly the major number of 
the electors generally ; and that no cne or more of the eleo- 
tors should hinder the election, where the majority agreed* 
So that I think now, such an election as this by eight or 
nine of the electors will bind the rest, though the Warden 
be one of the lesser number, as well as the greater number 
of aldermen or burgesses shall bin£ the lesser, though the 
mayor be one of the lesser number. And so I think nnee 
tiiis Statute no Warden nor Master of a College in sudi a 
case as this can pretend to a negatire. And I cannot see 
but that it would be as great an inccnvenienoe to hare elee- 
tions obstructed by the mayor or frarden alone, as if by 
three or four of the Fellows dissentiig. 

Fr. Pebuertov. 
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£Thc above legal Opinions appear to bare settled the 
question as to whether or not the Warden have a negative 
voice in the election of a fellow. But another question arose 
out of the preceding dispute, as to the power of the War- 
den to expel or suspend from his benefices a feUow without 
the consent of the seven senior fellows of the College, or 
without previous admonition given by himself to the offender* 
This question in both its parts, is answered in &vour of the 
summary power of the Warden. But the arguments oon* 
tained in the opinion are so difficult to follow, from the ob- 
scurity of their language, occasioned by the fi^uent refe- 
rences to, and abbreviated quotations from various treatisee 
on the Common Law, in themselves not always very intdK- 
gible, that it has been thought advisable to throw the arga- 
ments into a more legible form, at as slight a sacrifice as 
possible of the order and language of the originaL Thej 
are as follow : — "] 

In the case proposed, two points are to be oonadered : 

1. The power of the Warden to eipel. 

2. The proper exercise of the power in the caae pro- 

posed ; t. e. whether admonition were not necessaiy 
previous to the exercise of the power. 
The decision on the first point rests on the meaning of the 
words '^ assessor, assidere,'* as used in the original Statutes 
of the College ; e.^. in Chap. 14 (niproj p. 21), where it 
is ordered that seven seniors shall act as assessors to the 
Warden. Now by the Common Law an assessor is aol 
allowed to give a judgment, or even to express an opinion, 
unless called upon by the President, nor is the Preadent in 
all cases bound to follow the opinion when pven. Where 
the statute is formal that the judge must follow the advioe 
of the assessor, then a judgment given without such, advioe 
is not binding ; otherwise, where the statute is not formal, 
t. e. not binding on the judge, the judge may ask the advioe 
of his assessors ; and though he do not follow it, yet b Us 
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judgment binding. And this distinction seems to be ex* 
pressly taken by the Founder, for in other parts of the' sta- 
tutes, where he designs that the Warden should be bound 
by the opinions of the fellows, he adds the words, ** with the 
consent of,'* which being omitted here, the interpretation is 
to be regulated by the Common Law, according to whidi 
assessors have no power to judge. And although their ad- 
vice may be asked, yet is there no obligation on the judge 
to follow it And if this point be not thought su£SdentIy 
clear from the interpretation of the language of the statute, 
we have the authority of custom and general usage in sup- 
port of our opinion. It being notorious that the custom of 
expelling a Fellow without the consent or approbation of any 
other of the Fellows, has been observed without any inter- 
ruption time out of mind, and for some hundreds of years. 

And the second point in question seems equally clear ; 
firstiy, from the words of the statute as above explained ; 
secondly, from the general notoriety of the statutes, whidi 
are publicly read once or oftener in each year ; wherefore 
the offender cannot plead ignorance in excuse ; thirdly, and 
chiefly, from the fact that previous admonition was given. 
For it is not necessary according to the Canon Law, that 
such admonition be special, except where the penalty is 
arbitrary ; for the law, in declaring what actions are prdlu- 
bited, and what penalties are annexed to offences, is in itself 
specially admonitory. Wherefore, in the case before us, 
the Warden, when he recommended the fellow to cany 
himself better, did give him such previous admonition as will 
satisfy the statute. And further, this point hath never before 
been questioned ; but the practice hath always been, for the 
Warden to expel without any previous spedal admonition. 

W.T. 
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[The few fiicti which we pofisen relating to the penonal hiftoiy of Wftller 
de Merlon have been collected in * Chalmen't Biognphical IMetMoiiy/ 
from which Talnable work the following extnet if taken.] 

** Merton (Walter de), the illustrious founder of Meiv 
ton College, Oxford, which became the model of all other 
societies of that description, was Bishop of Rochester and 
Chancellor of England in the thirteenth century. Of hia 
personal history very little is known. From a pedigree of 
him written about ten years after his death, we learn that 
he was the son of Wm. de Merton, Archdeacon of Berks in 
1224, 1231, and 1236, by Christina, daughter of Walter 
Fitz-Oliver, of Basingstoke. They were both buried in tlie 
church of St Michael, Basingstoke, where the site of tbdr 
tomb has been lately discovered. Their son was bom at 
Merton, in Surrey, and educated at the convent there. So 
early as 1239 he was in possesion of a family estate, as 
well as of one acquired. From his mother he received tlie 
manor of St John, with which he commenced a public bene* 
factor, by founding, in 1261, the hospital of St John, ibr 
poor and infirm clergy ; and after the foundation of MertOQ 
College, it was appointed in the Statutes that the incuraUy 
sick Fellows or Scholars of that College should be sent thi- 
ther ; and the office of Master was very early annexed^ to 
that of Warden of Merton. Not many years ago part of 
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the chapcl-roof of this hospital rcmaiDed, pannellcd with 
the arms of Mcrton College in the intersections, and one of 
the Gothic windows stopped up ; but all this gave way to 
a new brick building in 1778. 

According to Mr. Dcnne (Custumale Boffense, p. 193), 
he occurs Prebendary of Kentish Town, and afterwards had 
the stall of Finsbury, both of them in the church of St 
Paul's, London. He held in 1259 a prebend in Exeter 
Cathedral, and, according to Browne Willis, was Vicar of 
Potton in Bedfordshire at the time of his promotion to the 
See of Bochester. Other accounts say he was first Canoo 
of Salisbury, and afterwards Bector of Stratton. He be- 
came eminent in the Coiul of Chancery, first as Kinjfa 
Clerk, then as Prothonotary, and lastly rose to be Chan- 
cellor of England in 1258. Of tins oflBce he was depriTed 
in the same year by the barons, but restored in 1261, with 
a yearly salary of 400 marks ; and held it again in 1274, 
in which year he was consecrated Bishop of Bochester* He 
appears to have been of high credit in afiairs of State, and 
consulted on all matters of importance as a diTine, a lawyer* 
and a financier. His death was occasioned by a fisll finom 
his horse in fording a river in his diocese ; sooo after whidi 
accident he died, Oct 27, 1277. Notiritfastanding hb 
liberality, at his death he was possessed of goods valued 
by inventory at 5110/., of which be left legades to the 
amount of 2726/.* His debts amounted to 7461^ and he 
had owing to him about 622/. He was interred oo the 
north ude of St. William*s Chapel, at the north end of the 
cross-aisle in Bochester Cathedral, with a marble momi- 
ment, which had probably been injured or decayed, as in 
1598, the present beautiful alabaster monument was erected 
by the Society of Merton College, at the snggetdoo of the 
celebrated Sir Henry Savile, the Warden of the CoJIege.** 

On one of the tablets in front of the tooib b inscribed the 
following epitaph : — 
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** Magoe lenez titnlk mnfamm Mde 
Mijor Mertonidam m>Tiiiw 
Hsc tibi gimtantes poit neciiU aen nepotai 
En TotiTa locant mannony naele Pi 



This monument, having been much broken and defiioed 
by the Parliamentary troops during the (Sril Wai^ was 
restored by the College during the Wardenship of Sr Tlio- 
mas Clayton, a.d. 1662. It was further renewed in a.]>. 
1770, and the College continues to bestow a handsome 
annual gratuity on the proper person for the constant and 
cleanly keeping of the same. 



NalL 

The name adopted by Bishop Merton for his Taluable 
foundation was that of house or ** domus,'* in that age a 
general term of incorporation for every spedes of relic^oos 
or ecclesiastical institutions,* except churches, llras die 
priory of Merton, in which Walter de Mertoo received Us 
education, was styled *' Domus de Merton,** and the name 
of his eleemosynary ** house'* or bosfHtal at Basingstoke, 
*' Domus Sancti Johannis Baptists de Baangstoke,** was 
extended some time after its foundation to his eleemesj* 
nary incorporation of scholars, ^ Dcnnus Schdiarium de 
Merton.*' In each of the' three progresave charters of 
Merton College, the word damns is constantly used. 

*^ Colleges,** observes Eilner, ^ were at first incorporated 
by the general and religious name then in use for all incor- 
porated houses, deemed religious, vis. domus; afterwards, 
by the more local and distinguishing name of aic&i(or hall) ; 
and then, lasdy (St Mary Winton, or New College, being 
the first in Oxford, and King*s College the first in Cam- 

^ Abbttic, prioratiis, ooUegii, bot^talet, wm aHernif Doms pit Ma 
eoclesiastice cujusenmqiie. Vide A, 4, 21, pwdoB. fret ohL cC toe. €qIL 
Merton, 14 Edwardi IV^ 1471 ; ^«otod m Komi's « P^UiagoM Sdml.* 
p. lis. 
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bridge), by the no less corporate and expressiTe than since 
appropriate term of Collegium.** ^ 

Anthony Wood gives another explanation of the reason of 
the appellation '^ hall.** ^* AU our andent colleges, Uni- 
yersity^ Balliol, Exeter, &c., except Merton, have had, in 
relation to building and room, but very small oripnalst 
having had their first beings in one tenement or hall ooly.^t 

Collegium^ according to civil law expositors, is so called 
h cottigendo^ from a collection of certain persons into a body 
living comfortably and unanimously together ; it b a society 
of men say they, so contracted ut ex pluribut penoms, vduH 
persona ei unum carpus JkU. 



No. m. 

** Merton was a house for neither monks nor friars ; but 
as it was intended originally for the exduaon of the moiik- 
ish order, so in the end it aided in the extirpation of tbem ; 
its very ministers being in it but as chaplains, eqMflsm, or 
secular priests, cleriei seculares. 

** Though, therefore, as growing out of booses deemed 
religious, and as formed in itself for the purposes of piety 
as well as of learning, €ul arandum as well as ad shtdeadmm^ 
and with proper persons appomted fer both, Mertoo CSoD^ge 
may in some sort be dassed amongst them, yet as averse to^ 
and alien from idl those of all the orders, who rsHgicmis 
habitum assumuni, or intrant reHgicmm, (ft. fpe^ il is a 
other sort to be seen, as dearly distinguished fimi thea. 
And it may be further noted, that how rightly soever eol* 
leges may be defined to be founded €ul arandum si simdm 
dum^ the serving God and themselves, in the way of general 
duty and particular employment ; yet as an after-defiohioii, 



• KUmt, f, ISi. 
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the present sense of their being for the duty of prayer, may 
not the most exactly correspond with the original mode and 
intention of their being in some sort founded for sudi 
prayers, orisons, and masses, in particular, as were the duty 
of the ancient tenure in frank-almoigne, and held effectual 
pro salute animarum of their founders and benefiictors, and 
all belonging to them, or concerned in their foundation^ 
&c, or any more especially appointed by them. As elee- 
mosj-nary foundations, therefore, they were in some sort 
religious in the rise of them, though differing in the qpeciet, 
and even adverse in quality (as above denoted) to the bouses 
more especially called such. 

'* And as of these foundations (viz. colleges) in general, 
the last and best of the religious bouses, and tberefert 
(though formed on better principles of utOity, and tbereia 
of security and stability, than the others) dedudng mudi of 
their economy from them ; it ought to be observed, that bj 
their freedom of study and inquiry, and as more emanci* 
pated, and thence, as well as from other difference of insti- 
tution, more instructed and enlightened than those of the 
religious orders, they in time prevailed to thdr ezduflon, 
and their own reformation ; so of Merton College (in dii% 
as in otherwise the example to the others) it is more parti* 
cularly to be remembered, that the great and iUnstrioua 
author of it (who himself in administration bad so ndUy 
withstood the papal pretences and encroachments in tini 
kingdom) to preserve it, as in its establishment, secular, and 
in that respect a house of scholars only, founded it with ei^ 
press provision, that no religious, t. e. no monastic monk or 
friar, &c should be maintained in it. And it was not a 
whole century after, that Wicliffe arose from tins founda* 
tion to carry on the work, which now appears by God*a 
providence from the very first to have been intended in it^* 

• Cloer, pw ISk 
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No. IV. 

"* The Founder left in it, as by the Pope's bull of 1280 
(issned on applicatica and information of the society), no 
less than forty fellows, and four ministers of the altar. And 
besides these latter, the complete number of Fellows, as by 
the injunction of Archbishop Chichely in 1425, about 150 
years after the death of the Founder, was forty-four. And 
it was near 100 years aft^r that Archbishop Warham ob- 
jected to Warden Bawlins the breach of. the 25th chapter 
of the Statutes in not completing that (since still more 
decreased) number. The College, therefore, for its first 
century, was not, as now, a less amongst greater, but a 
greater among less ; and indeed almost equal, in this respect 
of Fellows and Chaplains, to all the other fire secular 
colleges* together, which were founded in the UniTerrity of 
Oxford within that time ; and so, and in such sort, making 
nearly one half of the secular college part of Oxford : a 
circumstance which may as well account for, as be confirmed 
by, the greater figure this college makes ^in the earlier 
annals of this University, and in its earlier lists of Chan- 
cellors, Proctors, AcT 

From Anthony Wood's catalogue of the bishops who hare 
receiyed their education in the rarious halls in Oxford t 
we gather, that in the first century after the foundation of 
Merton, upwards of twenty vacant ardibishoprics and 
bishoprics were filled up by its members. In the three 
succeeding centuries we count but eighteen. Other col- 
leges had passed Merton in the road to fiune. 



No.V. 

The college was always very cautious in admitting the 

the proceedings 



• Vis^ UniTemty, BallioU Exeter, Orid, sad Qutaf9 Cdl9§i&L 
t Hisloryaiid Anti^ ofOxbrdt vol. iv. ^ lH 
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in a case so early as in 13 Ed. n., 1319, and but little 
more than forty years after the founder's time, and together 
with these all subsequent proceedings, bear attestation. 
And in the time of King Henry VL, when Elias Holoot 
was Warden, from 1438 to 1454, and these claims came to 
be much disputed : it appears that the Warden, on these 
occasions, either himself repaired to Basingstoke, the more 
especial seat of kindred and place of proving it, and there 
in person examined the proper witnesses upon oath ; or else, 
if not there, as by any necessity prevented, he commisaoned 
proper persons to take the depositions of a kind of inquest 
of relations, and to retiun the same with a pedigree there^ 
upon, as a public instrument, and in full form by a notary 
public : the matter for greater solenmity being done and 
concluded in the church of Banngstoke. 

Afler this reign we find but three persons who seem to havo 
been elected or admitted upon the claim of kindred, and the 
last of them was in the year 1486. And as these three are so 
memorably and remarkably mentioned and recorded as of 
kin to the founder, in the college register commencing hot 
in 1482, and in its catalogues, and moreover in its mooii- 
mental inscriptions, it is not likely that in later times, and 
with a register in regular and constant use, we should have 
lost the memory of any others, if there had been sudL And 
indeed, that any other pretension of tins kind would not 
have passed unnoticed, we may, I think, conclude firom tbm 
only subsequent one that now appears in the register, with 
respect to the junior of seven persons elected in the year 
1577; itbebgon his election entered for remembrance of 
it, " Qui non ideo eligitur quod de genere fimdatoris nip 
quemadmodum ejus pater probatum cupit, sed quod boiMS 
spei juvenis, SbcJ 



»•♦ 
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No. VL 



** In regard to its numbers, the no less liberal than fore- 
casting rule of the Charter of 1274, directed that the nam* 
her of the scholars should be regulated according to the 
property of the house ; and the terms used in it, as well as 
in the ordinances of 1276, are expressiye of a large com- 
pany, and adapted to a still greater, as in every niunber of 
twenty, in the single twenty, &c., the foimder from his own 
further munificence, no less than from the pious bounty of 
the faithful, looking forward to a further increase of the 
then twenties, all on the one and only plan of his own insti* 
tution ; and without any such heterogeneous admixture as 
time and contingency have now at length most 'extraordi- 
narily ingrafted on it Decrease, howeyer, instead of in- 
crease, in course of time succeeded ; and this torn cdAn 
eottegium (so famous for its old, and happy constitutioii), 
this so complete and uniform a college of so prime and sole» 
though so munificent a founder, Tnaneriarum suarum $emo 
confractum^ ffv, ^. ^., is now become, in point of what it 
was, and was statutably intended to be (with all respect to 
the still very respectable state of it, be it noticed), a very 
different, and differently affected institutioiL 

*' The difference, indeed, which time has made in reqieet 
to those who have been brethren of this Coll^;e> is' ao 
great as quite to supersede almost all that we meet with 
in the statutes about them. And it were no less easy to 
show how £Bur, and to what great and undefined degree these 
statutes, so excellent in the whole frame and intent of them, 
for the having good scholars, together with good providers 
for them, have even in the scholar part of them, finom the 
now very altered state of the institution, as well as of the 
time of it, by reason of decrease of numbers, decrease of re- 
sidence, and heterogeneous ingrafhnent» and other considera- 
tions, given way to relaxation, not to eall it superseding. 
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** The number of scholars as left open for addition bj 
the Founder (and for which addition be made provinon, as 
well in his will as in his statutes) was nearly double of the 
present number. And the better the scheme of economy 
and discipline for more than two twenties, the more it 
might want accommodating to make it practicable for « 
single twenty, and the major part of them not always in 
their House of Congregation at a time. And it cannot bat 
be at once conspicuous, that a seniority even of a third out 
of forty, is a very different thing from a seniority of two- 
thirds out of twenty. Neither can it but be seen that there 
must be an end to those distinctions in the statates whidi 
order selections of so many seniors from a company of sup- 
posed residents, which (from the causes as above suggested) 
may be inferior even to the numbers ordered to be selected 
out of it : And that there thus being an end of the old and 
original dbtinctioi) of many scholars and but few masters; 
and the very last admitted of these scholars being now be* 
come orderers of the old institution, as well as the lectoren^ 
&Cy and in such sort the masters of the scholars of that new 
and ingrafted institution they may have been but just taken 
from ; the ancient discipline of the one institution could not^ 
in that process of time and alteration there has beeou but 
by as needful, perhaps as natural transfer, pre way to Jdia 
new discipline of the other. 

** Moreover, the ingraftment of these additional sdiolan 
is here called heterogeneous, as though ^scholars, and now 
in the College, yet neither in it nor ^ it, as of either tkrir 
or our founder's institution and intention, or as intended 
by the College on their assenting to it : Walter de Merton 
was far from desiring any addition from the pious bounty of 
the faithful, but on the general plan, and under the generd 
rule, of his single institution : increase of scholars, the 
sort of scholars, or increase of income : it being no 
intended that any other and dissimilar bouse and company 
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of scholars should be included in this, than this adjoined to 
any otiier college ; tbe one breaking in upon and innorating 
his institutions as well as the other. Adverse, however, as 
in these respects the one institution may have been found to 
the other, yet the other alterations as above suggested, 
having rendered a supply of some sent wanted, we have now 
only to regret that it was not of that supplementary kind and 
sufficiency which must more have effected, instead of pre- 
vented, the better and more agreeable, as well as more md« 
form and consistent purposes of the original institatioii. 

*' The difference, however, as now produced from a dif- 
ferent institution of scholars having obtained fheir present 
degree of establishment in the College, was not perluqps so 
apparent, till by an after looking back upon thdr having 
obtained it The Wyllyot scholars, though fix>m the first 
under the care and patronage of the College, were ftr 
nearly two centuries in a hall of their own* and with a prin- 
cipal and establishment as in other halls for junior as well 
as distinguished scholars. And though, as above bdongpiig 
to the college, they were no otherwise in it than as having 
a place in the college chapel ; and thereupon, in the latter 
part of this time they were made to serve as choristers in 
the same. And when, from the decay of their hall and re- 
duction of their revenue, they were, towards the banning 
of the last century, compassionately taken into the cdlege, 
it was as servitors to their several and individual masters, 
who found them tutorage and lod^ng, and the House not « 
little contributed to their commons. And till after, bj the 
liberal and liberating mind of the sodety, and succeeding 
benefactors, they were taken out of this state of humility, 
they appear to have been no more thought of as candidates 
for fellowships in the college than when, as by the fonnder^s 
mind and institution, there were no such interior sdiolars in 
it to become candidates : and therefore, than when Us places 
without that interior distinction and division whidi has sinee 
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^0 unhappily arisen firom their being sudi candidates^ were 
open, and alike so on equal terms, to the whole exterior 
flower of this University, and without excluding that of any 
other there might be in the kingdom. It was the Wyllyot 
places, as in the nomination of some indiriduals of a mudi 
reduced society, being made such as to be fiUed bj the 
friends and relations of the nominating and other fellows 
and the then introduced tutors, &c. that made the diftrence 
in this, and in consequence in the other parts of our consti- 
tution. But that it obtained not as at present, even so late 
as in the times of Bishop Bickley and Sr Henry Savfle, we 
see in these remembrances of their wardenshipsi by Dr. 
Astry from Mr. Wood, Ac** 

Of the first he relates—'* That on the Earl of Leicester's* 
recommending to him an unfit person for a fellowship^ he 
caused a pair of scales to be brought to the place of eleo* 
tion, and, having first read his lordship's letter, put it into 
one scale, and weighed the book.of our statutes against it** 

And of his immediate successor. Sir Henry Savfle* in 
1585, he gives this other intimation still more to the point 
and purpose: *' Amongst his benefactions to Mertob Col- 
lege — the principal are to be deemed the deserving* persons 
he took care to get chosen Fellows ; and the promotions he 
procured for them afterwards. In his first electioUt wUdi 
consisted but of foiu*, were Henry Cuffe and Francis M^ 
son ; in the last, which consisted of seven, four of theni 
(whereof two were afterwards bishops) were esteemed emi- 
nent ; and during the whole course of his wardenship, wfaidi 
lasted near thirty-six years, he was diligent, when an dee- 
tion was approaching, to search both the Univeraties for 
candidates that might do honour to his society. He also 
took as much care to place noted men in Eton College ; of 



* Robert Dudley, Earl of Ldottter^wafappoiiileACbaiieenor of tkelM* 
Tenitj of Oxford aa 1564. 



122 APPENDIX. 

which, whilst he was provost, he procured six of our Felkmi 
to be elected Fellows there. Within the same time four of 
our Fellows became prebendaries of AVindsor, and probably 
by his interest ; at least John Chambers was one of thb 
number, who was also one of his Fellows of Eton. Tliia 
worthy friend of our Warden's left 10007. to Merton Col- 
lege, and made him one of his executors." Tliis was in 
1604 ; and till after this and Dr. Jessop's benefaction, the 
postmasters appear to have been but little thought of in the 
College elections. 

And that the instituting of these scholars of another in- 
stitution, and some other undergraduates with them, was 
not then as now, in the stead of the higher and superior 
discipline of the old original Merton institution, some few 
even of the latest notices of that former discipline will show. 
To pass therefore from the first to the last of the many to 
be met with in Mr. Wood's as well as in a rariety of other 
writings to this the above purpose— 

The first is from his English Catalogue of the fellowt 
under Edward III. in 1330 : ** Simon de Bredon, who being 
elected at Merton College about this time, did by tk§ sevmr$ 
diteipline there used^ become a most noted sdxdar.** 

And the other, after many intermediate itistances^ and at 
the distance of near 300 years, is this fincun the Aibeus 
Oxon. IL C89. *' Charles Gibbes chosen probatiooer-feDaw 
of Merton College in 1624, where* going thron|^ ik§ 
exercise there used (since more especially after the 
tion of King Charles II. much decayed), be became a 
noted disputant, orator, Ac** 

Again, " Sir Richard Brown, by his fiatber placed a 
tleman-commoncr in Christ Church, did fincun tbcnoe 
soon as he was Bachelor of Arts, out of inclination to a 
retired life, and that he might more seriously apply himself 
to study, cast himself into the then severe diseipKm qf Mmrim 
College^^ bemg elected into it with Mr. Gibbes, and la 
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whom he was immediate junior, 1624. Sr Richard Brown's 
life written by himself, a MS. paper Vhich, together with 
others here referred to» the College will ha?e. 

And to add but this one more authority from GraTes*a 
Life of Thomas Smith : ** The severe disdpline of MertoQ 
has produced so many illustrious and most excellent men in 
every kind of literature ; viz. Thomas Bodley, Henry and 
Thomas Savile, George Carlton, John Chamber, Francis 
Mason, Isaac Wake, John Hales, Theod. Golston, John 
Earle, Sir Richard Brown, William Berkley; indeed, to 
much has this been the case, that I will refrain from 
citing other names, cither in former times or of the 
present day, for the renown of all of them has qirend 
through the whole world.^ 

** AVhat, and of what sort was the old and so spoken of 
discipline of the College is left to be more particularly col* 
Iccted from the statutes, injunctions, decrees, customs, and 
regulations, to be found in this most ancient and a pp r o fcd 
College. That it was somewhat severe we may judge, not 
only from the frequency of its being so called, but fitun the 
frequency of the reccders from it, in and at the end of their 
year of probation, &c., as thus noticed in the Coll^;e Catn* 
logucs — anno probationis — ante finitum anniun probatioois 
tantum probationarius—nondum admissus in societatem — 
adhuc baccalaurcus— ante completam regentiam — sponfee 
reliquit Domum — and sometimes — impetrata venia mdifil 
aliam. Neither b the College without an instance of m 
further year of trial being refused to a probationer, even 
upon proposal of it by the Visitor to the College. And that 
in arts (to say nothing of the exercises, &c. in the superior 
faculties) the discipline was somewhat Idsting, we have like- 
wise notice in the decrees made, and oaths formed iqwo 
them, that in this education of the adopted, the badielor 
elected, whatever were his standing in any college, Ac, was 
to rank only as a determining bachelor of the year of Us 
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admission to hb fellowship in this ; he being sworn not to 
incept before such detcrmincry by the statutes of the Uni- 
versity (as well for some time after as before the last com- 
pletion of them in 1636), and he might do so without any 
grace or favour ; nor was he permitted in any sort to solidt 
the Warden for his license in the faculty of arts till three 
years after his admission as fellow. After this he was 
obliged to condnue exercises in arts, &c., for two years 
longer, even to the end of his regency ; and till tins was 
completed, he was not to go into orders without the most 
proper and special leave, nor to be absent from chapel, even 
on any common and ordinary day, and then only upon other 
than his own discretion. 

** And hereupon it hardly need to be observed, that from 
the state of other alterations which, from other causeti the 
College is now in, there could not but be an alteradoo in 
this respect And yet as everything of this sort is gradual, 
the time of remembrance is not yet gone by of there being 
other remains of the ancient usages in this College than are 
now, except in its registers, &c., to be found in it 

** Diversified, however, in its one and only inttitntioo, 
as this first and original college has in these ways and in 
these days now at length very naturally, and perhaps very 
necessarily become, yet such has been the lasting elleci of 
the wisdom and liberality of its excellent Founder, in leaf- 
ing it so widely open to merit as he has done, and in nddier 
determining the profession of the elected, nor otberwiae 
unnecessarily obliging them, as to have lutherCo insured 
such candidates, and such a choice of them, as to the bonour 
of him and his foundation, have to thb day maintained the 
noted character it has ever had of a ooDege rich in men 
who were skilled in every kind of learning ; and of a college 
to be preferred, both on account of the teveri^ of its dia- 
cipline as well as for the freedom allowed in study, whiA 
has been said in different ways, and very candidly of it, by 
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very eminent persons belonging to other most learned and 
estimable societies.^ * 



No. vn. 

A CURIOUS instance is related by Dr. Ayliffef of the power 
practically possessed by the Archbishop of Canterbury in 
the sixteenth century in the appointment of the Warden. 
Dr. Gervase resigned the Wardenship of Merton in 1562, 
on which the fellows transmitted to their Viator the names 
of five persons, two or three of whom had not been pre- 
viously members of the society, which the founder pro- 
bably intended them to be, according to Chap. 29 of the 
College Statutes. 

Taking advantage of this, the Archbishop passed OTer 
the five names presented to him, and chose John Maun, 
formerly a Fellow of New College, to be the new Warden^ 
whose appointment was strenuously resisted by the Fellowi, 
The nomination occurred at a period when many of the 
Roman Catholic party still remained in the UnirerBties ; 
and Howies, a physician^ and one of the semor Fellows^ in 
whom the wardenship was vested during the vacancy* had 
revived several old Romish customs, such as the ringing of 
hymns instead of the Psalms of David, while the fellows 
stood round the fire-place in their public hall. The day 
after Mann's arrival in Oxford he went to the CoIIeget and 
delivered the Archbishop's letters to the Fellows, who came 
out to meet him, declaring to them his Grace's nomination 
^ Jure Devolutionis ;" but thb the Fellows refused to sub- 
mit to, and they shut their gates against the new Warden. 
A visitation of the College by the ArchUshop's vicar-ge* 
neral next ensued, when Mann was duly confirmed in his 
wardenship. 

• Kilncr, ppi IS^lSt. 
t Ayliffe't UniTcnity of Oxford, voL U F S7S. 
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No. VHL 

The present Merton-variations (the first of the college- 
customs still in use as in Mr. Pointer's account of them, 
1749) are, in the existing apprehension of them, the re- 
mains of those superior, more solemn, and public, ezerdaes 
in arts, for which this House, as well as for its exercises in 
divinity and the other faculties, has been so famous : tbe 
variator and yariation, in like apprehension, taking name 
from his varying first from Aristotle, as tbe school-an- 
thority, and whom he opposes as such ; and then from him- 
self, in submitting to him and siding with him, on finding 
him from those who answer for him deservedly to be such. 

** In respect to the proceeding, he opens it with a general 
proloquium in favour of a fair and free inquiry, and of mil 
the worthy past and present favourers of it within and with- 
out these walls ; and against all ipse dixiU in philosophy, 
and Aristotle's more especially ; and in support of this so 
professed a disclaiming him, and to show the evQ of submii- 
ting to such restraints, he proceeds to three of his potitiooa, 
and in three distinct oppositions maintains the contrary to 
him. To each of these one of the three deans lespectifely 
replies, complimenting the egrepoua rariator as a truly 
great man, but still asserting Aristotle as the greater, and 
Uiis as well in answer to the syllogistic arguments as the eel 
iUscourses. The variator then, from the Ii|^ dnii throws 
upon the Stagyrite by the deans, in a kind of epQogoe, jmK- 
fiodiam canity submits himself, and makes it up widi Aria- 
totle: at the same time complimenting the Warden and 
company as such good philosophers and good disciples of the 
Grecian sage ; in a house of science throng ages * Doled 
for the famous men it bred, and still maintaimng its andenl 
character.' This exercise being now veiy ingenioiisly aad 
entertainingly performed, and, tbon^ with all due 
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to philosophy, with more perhaps of a pleasant and phflo* 
logical turn in it than heretofore. 

** The Fellows on admission were in times of stricter dis- 
cipline sworn, and since, as the times became more liberal 
and polite, admonished and engaged, upon their truth and 
reputation, to perform in their proper turns this very credit- 
able, and, in a present and prospectiye as well as retroepecN* 
tive view, very well intended Merton excrdse; and of 
which there are some specimens in print It was formerfy 
attended by the Vice-Chancellor and proctors, heads of 
houses and other visitants ; but at so great an expense to 
the variator, who most sumptuously entertained them aad 
the society, as to have made it long performed in a h 
public manner." ^ 



NO.DL 

The works of Anthony Wood will ever be an invaluable 
treasure to all persons interested in the history of Oxford, 
and its past influence on the condition of the country. Tliej 
include the Historia et Antiquitates Oxonienses and the 
Athens Oxonienses. The latter consists of a biography of 
the learned men educated in Oxford ; the former oontams 
the general annals of the University and a particular ao- 
coimt of each college, Merton unfortunately exceptedf 
whose hbtory was probably delayed, in order that, after 
completing his search into records of the University, the 
author might be able to render more complete the history of 
this the earliest endowed and best regulated college* one 
too which had for him an additional interest as the seat of 
his own education ; but whatever may have been the motive 
for delay, it was fatal to this portion of the work ; be never 

• Kilner, p. ISO. 
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lived to complete it The Merton archives were, boweTer, 
twice visited by Wood in his aDtiquarian researches, and 
the permission of the College authorities for their investiga- 
tion was granted in the following terms : — 

" Merton Coll. 3 Nov. a.d. 1659. 

*' At the time above written leave was granted by the 
senior Fellows of Merton College (the Warden, Dr. Godard, 
being then absent) to Anthonye Woode, Mr. of Arts of tlie 
said Coll., that he might view and peruse the ancient 
Registers pertaining thereto. In testimonie of which I have 
here set my hand. 

** Peter Nicholls, Subwarden.** 

'' Merton College. '* 16 JIfay, a.d. 1665. 

** Upon the humble desire of Anthony Woode, Master of 
Arts, leave was granted him by the Fellows of Merton Col* 
lege (the Warden being then absent) to peruse the andent 
Muniments and Records belonging thereta In testimony 
of which we have here set our hands. 

** Richard Trevor, M.D. 

** Edward Jones, \ Bursars.* 

** Ja. Workman, 



NO.X. 

It is almost impossible to calculate with exactness die in- 
comes of the respective Colleges of Oxford, partly firom the 
privacy of the College accounts, and partly from the varying 
value of the property from which their annual profits mre 
derived. According to the tables of the Rev. II. L. Jones, 
drawn up for the year 1838,^ the annual income of die 24 
Fellowships now forming the Merton foimdation amoimts to 
about 4800 ; the salary of the Warden is 700/. per aonum, 

^ ' Tbe EnglUh UniTenttiet,' toL iL, psrt S, pw ft7C 
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and those of the inferior college ofiicers amount to abool 
300/. The annual exhibition to the postmasten was tat- 
merly valued at 40/. : it has lately been increased to about 
60/., their present annual value. In addition to these sums 
paid to persons still on the foundation, the value of the 
church benefices attached to the college^ b estimated at 
4800/. per annum* 

Though so richly endowed, Merton is one of the smaUest 
colleges in Oxford. In May, 1842, it numbered but 46 
resident members, including the Warden, 9 Fellows, 1 
Bachelor of Arts, 10 Postmasters, 2 Bible Clerks, and SS 
Commoners. 

The total number of the members on the College books 
in the past year, 1846, was 164 ; that b to say, 36 Under- 
graduates, who consisted of 22 Commoners, 12 Postmasters 
or scholars, and 2 Bible Clerks, and 130 Graduates, indad- 
ing Dr. Bullock-Marsham the Warden, Dr. J. Hope a 
Fellow D.C.L., 19 Fellows M.A., 3 Fellows RA., and S 
Chaplains M.A., not a single Fellow having proceeded to 
either degree in divinity. The Graduates not oo the 
foundation included 3 Doctors of Divinity, 8 Bacheloii 
of Divinity, 61 Masters of Arts, 3 Students of Civil Law, 
and 32 Bachelors of Arts. 

The postmasters or portianisUe of Merton College are 
scholars or exhibitioners, who date their ori^ from the 
endowment of the Rev. Dr. Wylliott, Chancellor of Exeter 
Cathedral, and Chancellor of the University of Ozfiird 
in the fourteenth century.* His benefiu^on was in great 
part either taken away or lost to the Coll^;e ; but in lS95t 
the allowance to the postmasters was augmented by Dr. Tho- 
mas Jessop, a physician, and formerly Fellow of theCoDq^ 
Their number was likewise increased, early in the seven* 
teenth century^ from 12 to 14, by John Chamber, a FeDow 

• 8iiprm»p.7S. 



130 APPENDIX. 

of Eton and Canon of Windsor ; his donation to the College 
amounted to 1000/., but the right of election for the two 
additional exhibitions thus created, was given by him to 
Eton College. 

A legacy of 300/. for the Eton postmastersbips was left 
in 1754, by the Rev. G. Vernon, and four scholarships were 
founded in 1727, by the Rev. H. Jackson, both members of 
the College. 



No. XI. 

Account of the Advowsons granted to Merton CoUege.^ 

I. -Maldon. 

[From the originuls, under leaL] 

An Ordination to the vicarage of Maldon and the chapel 
of Chessendon, in the county of Surrey and diocese of 
Winchester, was made by Nicholas of Ely, by the grace 
of God, Bishop of Winchester, dated at Esher, on the day 
after the Conversion of St Paul the Apostle, a-d. 1279. 

Of the donation and approbation, the alienation and re- 
covery of the Maldon estate and advowson, and of the college- 
lease to the vicar, as since granted, see Kilner^ p. 63 65. 

n. Fablbt. 

[From th« original, under maL] 

An Agreement was made between the Warden and Scholars 
of !Merton and Bartholomew vicar of Farley, in the county 
of Surrey and diocese of Winchester, dated at Oxford 
the morrow of St. Hugh Bishop of Lincoln, a.d. 1265. 

Of this church, as together given and appropriated to 
the college with that of Maldon, in 1264, and of this, as 
since become disappropriate, see Kilner^ p. 63. 



* KUncr, pp. S7-91. 
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III. St. John the Baptist. 

Draft of Lord Richard Bishop of Lincoln and his Chapter 
concerning the appropriation of the churches of St John 
the Baptist and St Peter in the East, OsLford, in the 
diocese of Lincoln, dated Spaldewick, the 13th day of 
September, a.d. 1266. 

The more than ordinary provision for supply of this 
church of St. John depending on the great alteration made 
in it by its appropriation, as well for as to the oollq;e ; 
the appropriation, as made under the college-constitution is 
to be looked back to : And there, in point of mode, it will 
be seen that the appropriation of this church, together with 
that of St. Peter, was by duplicate instruments of the then 
Bishop of Lincoln (Richard de Gravesend), with assent of 
his chapter, in 1266. But besides these duplicates, or two 
exemplars of this appropriation by the said diocesan, with 
assent of W. his dean, and chapter, and therefore each 
sealed by both bishop and chapter, there are two of appro- 
priation by the bishop singly, and which in other sort, and 
as in other of these instances, might have had' the chapter^s 
concurrence and confirmation, on inspeximus and recital, 
&c., under their seal, subsequently and separately. In point 
of fact, however, this church of St John the Baptist, is 
consequence of this appropriation of it, becoming the col- 
lege-church, and the college-ministers or chaplains its 
church*8 ministers or chaplains ; and these, by the aUa 
siistentatione ministrarum altaris, in ipsa domo eommaraniiutm^ 
being otherwise provided for than as vicars in other 
churches : the tithes and oblations, or reditus eecletutf as 
due to it from every house or hall in the parish, have, from 
the time of the church's belonging to the college, therewith 
belonged to the college likewise, as to be seen in the ren- 
tals and accounts of the college. The chaplains, however, 
besides the benefits and appointments they have from the 

k2 
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college, as its chaplains, have their dues for marrying, and 
burying, &c., as personally, and particularly, and accus- 
tomably, belonging to them. 

IV. St. Peter in the East. 

[From the original, under leal.] 

Appropriation of the Vicarage of St Peter in the East, 
Oxford, in the diocese of Lincoln, dated at Stowe Park 
the 5th day of December, A.D. 1294. 
This was by Oliver Sutton, who [at Nettleham, on the 
2nd day of August], in 1281, soon after his becoming 
Bbhop of Lincoln, had recognised and attested, by an ex- 
emplification under his seal, the aforesaid appropriation of 
this church (together with that of St John), as made to the 
college, a reasonable vicarage being retained, by his imme- 
diate predecessor, Richard de Gravesend, with consent of 
his chapter, in 1266. And now^ on the church's becoming 
vacant in 1294, after the college were possessed of it, in 
virtue of his mandate of induction [dated Lydyngton, the 
2nd day of November, a.d. 1294], he, in the same year, on 
inspection of the registers of his predecessors, makes the 
here noticed composition agreeably to what the former vicars 
in this church, as presented to the bishops by the late 
rectors, to whom it had been appropriated, were before en- 
titled. See the Register in the (Econom. Chest, pp. 23» 24» 
31, and the Register of Merton College, fol. 20 b. And to 
this may be added, that rectory and vicarage as this chorch 
heretofore may have been, it is now supplied as a curacy, 
by a curate from the college, and of the college-appoint- 
ment; and as, distinctly from this church and from one 
another, each of its more or less dependencies, the chnrdies 
of Holywell and Wolvercot, b likewise now supplied. 

V. WoLiORD. 

An Ordination to the Vicarage of Wolford, in the county 
of Warwick and diocese of Worcester, made by Thomas 
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Cobham, Bishop of Worcester, a.d. 1322, and condnded 
in these words — ^^ And we. do reserve to ourselTes by 
these presents the legal power of correcting* changing, 
adding to, or taking from any matters which in this oar 
present visitation have been done or omitted, on further 
deliberation as opportunity may offer:*' dated Hmrtle* 
bury, the 11th day of December, a.d. 1322. 

The appropriation of the church of Wolibrd (with the 
chapels, &c.)9 in the county of Warwick, and diocese of 
Worcester, was by grant to the college in 1268, of Godfrey 
GiiTard, the then bbhop, with confirmation, &c., on an 
inspeximus by Richard his prior, and chapter; and was 
followed by the endowment of a vicarage of 10/. per annum, 
by the bishop in the same year. But the rectory and 
vicarage being united in 1279, a new appropriation of it 
(with its chapels, (fc^ as before)^ under licence of the king 
Edward V., for appropriating it together with the diapd of 
Burmington,* attached thereto, particuhirised therrin, 
though not in the appropriations, was obtained of Tliomas 
Cobham, the diocesan (Brother Wlstanus, hia prior, and 
chapter, by an inspeximus, ratifying and ccmfirming it), widi 
induction of the college, under his mandate, and this en- 
dowment of a vicarage by him, all in the year 1322. In 
and from the year 1628, one yard of glebe land has, by 

* The following extract froth the ancient college register, relatiTia to lilt 
origin of this chapel of Bonningtoo, ia cnrioas .*— 

** Mem. That on the 11 th day of Febmary in the 4tli year of tlw reigB of 
King Edward, at a certain inquisition made before the oAcer appoiatcd hj 
our Lord the King for taking escheata, at Bnrmingtoo, it was fbond apOB 
oath that the chapel of Bormingtoo is, and was annexed to the parish cbmk 
of Wolford« in the diocese of Worcester, from time oat of mind ; and tliat lilt 
Raid chapel was bailt by a certain lord of the town of Bormingtoa, vhott 
name doth not appear ; bat that this lord went to the ooart of Bobm to 
obtain leave to build the said chapel, that by so doing he might cteapa Ikt 
peril incurred by the exposure of certain bodies, which bad boca barii4 
across a running stream between Wolford and Burmingtoo, saTing twtf tkt 
rights of the mother church of Wolford ; and before the eoostrocdoo of tkt 
said chapel, the town of Bnrminglon was held to be in the pariah of WoUbri^ 
and still is to aoooantod.** 
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the occasionally repeated orders of the college, heen leased 
to tlic vicars : and, by order of the college in 17C^ two 
hundred pounds were paid to the trustees of Quoeu Ann** 
Bounty for one augmentation of this vicange* 

VI. Elham. 

Draft of our Lord the Archbishop concerning Elham, in 
the county and diocese of Canterbury, dated LBmbetht 
the Ist day of May, a.d. 1268. 

Tuis is Archbishop Boni&ce's grant of appropriittioii of 
it to the college, *^ thirty marks being retained as a season- 
able vicarage which has been so ordained by ns.** Of 
which, and of the foregoing grant of the advowson by Riiioe 
Edward, referred to therein as inducing it ; and of tibe 
real composition* made by William Warham, Ardilnbop of 
Canterbury, the 25th day of June, a.d. 1532 ; and of tlio 
college leases of the vicarial tithes, as cofned la their 
ledgers, see Kilner^ pp. 68, 89, 70. There is a £stinot 
confirmaUon of this appropriatiim, obtained, about a month 
after it» of the prior and diapter, under such ine im^ 
pressions of the third common seal of this dinidi of Canter* 
bury as the engraving of it, in Vetusta Mommienta,feL B^ 
plate xix., might have been rendered more perfect hj. It 
has on its reverse, as have the impressionB of the ■Bal% in 
the college-treasury, of these, three ardibishopa hi 



• Qy thisoompodtioii(tsireUMbefi)i«H} the viosiv la sittfio* to kis 
thirty marki per amiiim, bad otber advtntagtt sad aeeoouBttedgas of 
houfe, &C., IS there qiecified* sad properiy* sad pefMetUy» ay y eMlMk f to 
o lesident and offleUtiDig minister: hoi itiU ho hod ao poit ef tiht old 
Ticaiial tithet,&e^oe had bj theoM riMr%orvkoisoBdcrte«tf 0|ipie> 
priation, and by the oollese called theTieange; and by dtaM deaiiorf to tho 
new vicant as their vican or coratea of their vieongo io deotedoador ttk 
last api>ro|Mriatioo. In Bernard's CaitJ, Man. Aagi^ pu ISO, ■twriai ia aMdo 
of a copy of this " realis cooipositio'* as beii^ la the Yrfffrtoao nHortk a, 
which are now in Lord Calthorpe's pnssciiioo, aceoidl^a to a BSl aott la 
the Bodleian copy of Bernard. Sir ThoansPhillippaposaeiieBa; 
catalogue of this collection BMfe ooaiplete thaa Bmaidlk 
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sion, viz. St Edmund, Boniface, and Kilwarby, a repre* 
scutation of the assassination of Thomas k Becket, witb 
various monkish verses in address to him as their saint* and 
martyr* 

VII. PONTBLAND. 

[From the original, imder a seal aHht Intnop seated.] 

Ordination to the Vicarage of Ponteland, in the County 
of Northumberland and Diocese of Durham, made by 
Anthony Beck, Bishop of Durham, made at Barnard 
Castle on the 21st day of August, A.D. 1303. 

Tub advowson of this church, with the prebends tber^oC^ 
was no sooner given, and the church, with its rectory, and 
portions, commonly called prebends, united and consoli- 
dated, &c., appropriated to the college, in 1268, dian £§• 
putes arose, which prevented the endowment of the vicarage 
by the said bishop till 1303. Of the appropriatioo bj 
Bishop Stichel, in 1268, there is one pair of duplicates of 
somewhat earlier date and less perfect form, by the bishop 
alone, and sealed only by him ; and another pair, of other 
date, and more perfect form, by him alone likewise ; and 

* This charch of Ponteland, before the appitipriatioD of it, was aertvd by 
three portiooisti, till one of them iras made rector, about the year 1S40; Ika 
other two being made or continaed prebeDdariet of certain parte, portkaa^ or 
districts of this very large parish. And in this state of this bC D eflce ^ Ika 
fooDder made it part of his added endowment lo hit college^ at bj bis teeoaA 
general charter of 1270, in these words, together with the w A r c mmm of the 
church of Ponteland, in the diocese of Dorham, and of its parts, and fai Ikis 
state it was thns rated in Pope NieholaiTt ^nadoB:— - 

Ecdesia de Fount Eland [rectoria de, MS. TWumt] . . XXX. L . . XIL ^ 
Pri'benda domini Karoli de Bellomonte In cadcm. XXII. L • • • • 

Prebenda Philippi de Wyleby m oadem. XX. L X.i. . • 

from which. Bishop Tanner has given Ponteland a place in his Nodtia Mooao* 
tica, p. 396, sabring, ** This church seems to have been collegiate, ftr la tho 
Lincoln taxation, made about ao). 1291, it is thus put down :" tIi. at abovo. 
But the truth of the matter, as clear from the coUege eridencea, ia, at have 

reportt'd the rector and prebendaries, having the care and proAc of Iko 

church as above, amongst them, till aAer appropriation and endowment of 
the vicarage in 1303 ; at which time the college and their vicar iocceeded to 
the whole, and as one whole, in their 
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another pair of the same date and form as the last, by him, 
with the concurrence and seal of Hugh the prior, and con- 
vent, added ; and then, lastly, duplicates of another pair, 
of separate confirmation of hb sole and better act, as above, 
by the said prior and convent, by an inspeximus and recital, 
imder the common seal of their church : All of these being 
early dated in the year 1268. 

Vin. Gamlinoat. 

[From the oriKintl, udcr msL] 

Ordination to the Vicarage of Gamlingay, in the Cood^ 
of Cambridge and Diocese of Ely, made by WOlimm of 
Lude, Bishop of Ely, and dated Doddingtoo, the SSid 
day of July, a.d. 1292. 

The lordship of Gamlingay was in time past divided into 
two moieties or manors, each with a moiety of the dnirdi 
belonging to it : and as each manor had a lord, so each 
moiety of the church had a rector of hb nominatiiig and 
presenting. But tlien, one only of these munon and mdetim 
coming to the college by its founder, the other, as well 
moiety of the church, as manor, was subsequently acquired 
by it. Thb endowment, therefore, and the appropriatioo it 
proceeded on« was only the first of these mmeties. Hie 
bishop, however, upon what has succeeded, has loog collated 
to the entire vicarage, as one benefice. Tbe appropriatioo 
as above was by Hugh de Balsham, the diocesan, in 1S68 ; 
and made by him to thb college ot scholars, as then soae 
years become a college, capacitated by iocorpormtioo : and 
he saw it so complete and accomplished, and entirely Oio* 
nian, at and long before the time of lus sdiolar^establidi- 
ments in Cambridge, in 1280 and 1284, as to make hia 
desire, that, as far as their inferiority would admit of it, 
they might be regulated as thb was. To hb grant of the 
appropriation, as above, (one only of the dupBcates wnr 



APPENDIX. 1S7 

being found,) is a very perfect impression of bis seal : and 
to the confirmation on an inspeximus, by Robert, the prior, 
and convent of the church of Ely, a still hirer one of tlie 
very fine seal of their church, with this inscription, in imall 
capital letters, round the etlge of it,— petrus : et : EU- 

DREDA : MOLLIS : SUB : TEQMINE : CERE : ELY : • : BCRETA S 

CELARE : 8IMVL : STATVERE : and which is not in the print 
of it in the Vetusta Monumenta, vol. i.. No. 5. 

IX. DODDIMQTOV. 

Ordination to or appropriation of the Vicarage of 
Doddington, in the County of Huntingdon and Diocese of 
Lincoln, by Richard of Gravesend, Bishop of Linccdn, 
dated Lidington, the 2nd day of February, in the Slat 
year of our Pontificate (about the year 1272). 

And of this endowment there is an exemplification horn 
his register, under the seal of Henry Burwesh, Bishop of 
Lincoln, dated Wodestoke, the 13th day of May, ad. 190S. 
The church of Doddington, in the county of Huntingdon 
and diocese of Lincoln, together with that of Horsepath, in 
the county of Ojiford, and same diocese of Lincoln, 
appropriated to the college in 1268, by Richard de 
end, the then bishop of Lincoln, and, as by consent, Ac. of 
his chapter, the deeds of appropriation have some of thea 
as well the seal of the chapter, as of the bishop. And of tint 
act of the bishop and chapter, dated Stowe, the 11th daj of 
March, a.d. 12G8, there is an attestation on an inspezimnii 
under the seal of the next succeeding bishop, Oliyer Sotion, 
dated Netellum the 2nd day of August, a.d. 1281. 

X. Horsepath. 

Of the church of Horsepath, in the county of Oxferd, 
and diocese of Lincoln, though given, as before noticed; 
and, as here, with Doddington, appropriated, no endowment 
has been met with ; and from the not finding anydung 
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thereof, or any presentation of any vicar by the college* 
they seem to have been very early dispoescssed of the whole 
benefit of these grants. But to preserve the memory of the 
good intent of the donation, the entire grant of the adfow- 
son, by such a friend of the founder and of hit collegei as 
thb k'lng of the Romans, shall here follow. ^ Ridiard, by 
the Grace of God, august King of the RomanSi to all the 
faithful in Christ to whom these presents shall come. Salva- 
tion and every good. Since our beloved Walter de Merton, 
formerly chancellor of our beloved brother, the illustrioos 
lord Henry King of England, hath thought fit to firand and 
establish tlie house which is called the House ot the Sdio* 
lars of Merton, for the perpetual maintenance of scholars 
attending the schools : We, looking fonft'ard to the fimit in 
Christian worship, which we hope and trust wiD arise finoon 
this foundation, do give and grant, so &r as our patronage 
doth allow, the Church of Horsepath, near Oxford, to the 
said House and Scholars for their own use, to be by them 
possessed in perpetuity : Wherefore we do will and grant 
for ourselves and our heirs, so far. as our patronage allows, 
tliat the said Scholars shall have and hold in perpetuity the 
said church for their own proper use and maintenanoe. 
In witness whereof^ we have caused our seal to be afib^d to 
this writmg: Witness, the venerable &ther, Kdiard, bj 
the grace of God, Bishop of Lichfield and Ooventiy ; and 
our grandson, Richard of Esthall, Arcfadeacoo of Wor- 
cester ; Master Ada of Belsted, our diaplain, and others: 
dated Isleworth, the 26th day of July, in the ISth year of 
our reign*' [52 Hen. HI. 1268]. Sealed, as his other 
grants, with his great seal impressed oo red 



XI. Steattov. 

AppRopRiAnoM made to the House of the Sdiolars of 
Merton by Walter of the Wile, Bishop of Salisbury, and 
the Cliapter thereof, of the Church of Stratum, iD the 
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County of Wiltshire and Diocese of Salisbury^ dated at 
our Chapter-house in Salisbury the 26th day of Septem* 
her, A.D. 1270. 

Tuis is a duplicate, and each copy is sealed by both 
parties. An old copy on parchment is endorsed ** Copy of the 
Appropriation of the Church of St Margaret at Stratton, with 
the profits of the Vicarage." And soon after, in the same 
year, it was followed by '* Draft of the confirmation of our 
lord the King as to the advowson of the church at Strattoo.** 
This confirmation, under the King's seal» is dated *' under 
our hand at Winchester, on the 20th day of December.*' 
55 lien. III. [1270]. And as the honoured founder was 
the rector of this church at the time he procured the ad- 
vowson, appropriation, and confirmation for his coUegei to 
add to the favour he then and thereupon immediately re- 
signed, and divested himself of his own more immediate 
concern in it : possession of this church, as of each of tlie 
others not vacant at the time of its appropriatioii, being to 
be had by the body it was appropriated to^ whenever il 
should become vacant, and as soon as it should becooie 
vacant And of this appropriation it is observable, that ae 
it took place after that of Elham, so it is more like it thaa 
any that preceded it, not only in its being made with tlie 
saving of a ricarage of the certain stated, thoug|i 
value, of ten marks per annum instead, as is the usual 
of only a competent one by the diocesan to be ordained : 
but in its being likewise made with similar reservatioo to 
the diocesans for their nominating the vicars. And to the 
college, as thus having only the presentation of the vicariy 
on other than their own nomination, no other endowment^ 
than in the appropriation, appears to have been transmitted. 
Of 200/. laid out in land by Sir W. Hedges, for beoefitii^ 
the vicars, see Bishop Kennet's Case of Impropriatioos» 
p. 324. 
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XII. ExiLDOM. 

Draft of Louis Beaumont, Bishop of Dorbani, oonoeniiog 
the appropriation of the Rectory of Emildon, in the 
County of Northumberland, and Diocese of Dttrfawi, 
and concerning the Vicarage at the same place, dated 
Brantyngham, on the 9th day of March, a.d. 1381. 
6 Edw. IIL 



[Prom the original, imdcr miL] 

It proceeded on a commission from Pope John XXII. 
as therein recited, for authorinng the said appropriatioD 
and endowment, hitherto deferred on accounts as to be aeeo 
in Kilner^ p. 80. They both were in consequence oS the 
grant of the advowson of this church, with its chapels, and 
there, and before, mentioned to hare been made to the col- 
lege by Edmund, tlie younger son of King Henry ''L 
who was the first Earl of Lancaster. His grant of advow- 
son was in form as follows : — ** Edmund, son of the illustrioiis 
lord, Henry, King of England, to all who shall either aee or 
hear these presents, greeting: Know ye, thai we, under 
God's providence, for the salvation of our own aool, and the 
soul of the said Lord the King, our father, and ibr theaouls 
of all our predecessors and successors, have giren, grantSd, 
and by thb writing confirmed, unto* God, and the House of 
the Scholars of Merton, and to the Sdiolars and Brothen of 
the same House, the advowson of the Chnidi of KmiUkn, 
and the chapels, &c. in the County of Northumberland, to 
have and to hold to the said Scholars and Brethren in penee 
and quietness as a free and clear bene&ction, Ac.; and I 
have made this grant to the proper use of the Sdiolan and 
Brethren for their maintenance and the increase of tbsir 
number, &c.'* Sealed with his seal, as in Stu^ati^ p. IQS; 
having the bodies of three lions concentering in one bend, 
in the presence of nine witnesses, dated the S4th day of 
February, in the 3rd year of the reign of our brutlwr Kiifg 
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Edward [1274-5]." By the above endowment, the Tiear 
to provide for the supply of the two chapels of Bock and 
Rennington, as belonging to the vicarage ; but by the assi- 
duity and perseverance of Mr. Archdeacon Sharp, ann. 
1766 and 1768, and concurrence of the college with his 
good and beneficial proposals, each of them was augmented 
and endowed with 1000/., and both made distinct cureti 
a|)art from the church and one another, but both under one 
and the same curate or chaplain, to be nonunated by ihb 
vicar for the time being, at every vacancy ; the vicar ben^ 
upon giving up the chapel yards, the surplice fees of ihb 
said districts, and some cottages and ground for the site of 
a house for the chaplain to be forthwith by him builded 
thereupon. And of all which there is much good and 
creditable information within the college. 
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